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Sisters of Mercy, New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community

Congratulations and God’s blessings

to our sisters and associates
who are celebrating their jubilees
and to our sisters who have professed
perpetual vows this year.
We join Catherine McAuley in saying,
“May God preserve and bless you and grant
you all the graces and precious gifts ...”

80 Sister Lucy describeshersalf as* caring,
kind and community-minded.”
SR. LUCY MULLEN Sheentered the Sistersof Mercy Jan. 13,
PITTSBURGH 1929, professed first vowsAug. 1, 1931, and
final vowsAug. 25, 1934.
Sigter Lucy Mullen, celebrating her 80" 75
year asaSister of Mercy thisyear, spendsher

timein prayer ministry at Mercy
Hall, Pittsburgh.

L ooking back on her 80
years, shesaid thetimeat St.
Paul Orphanage, Crafton, were

SR. SYLVIA McCLAIN
PITTSBURGH

Sigter SylviaMcClain sumsup theMercy
charisminoneword: service.
And her serviceasaSister of

among her most memorableas -—
many children, towhom she Sr. Lucy Mercy took her tothe Philip
minigered ' e back to Vit Mullen pinesasarepresentative of the
her ,cam U.S. Peace Corps, administer-

ing College Board teststo high
“| wasableto help them and influence many S:?IOO| stet?dents g

of their decisions,” shesaid. “ During thedifficult
timesof their lives, | wasableto show caring
andlove, andlistentothem.”

Shea sotaught at St. Xavier School,
Latrobe, Pa.

Sister Lucy said Sister PaulaO’ Sheawasa
great influence on her decisionto becomea

Sister of Mercy. (Continued on Page 2)

“I'livedinOzamis, asmall
townin Mindanao, wherel
learned to makedowithlittle,”
recallsSister Sylvia, theformer Sister Mary
Sylvia, whothisyear iscelebrating her 75" ju-
bileeasaSister of Mercy in Pittsburgh.

Sr. Sylvia
McClain
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SR. SYLVIA (CONTINUED)

“| atesparingly —riceandliquids
—and dept onastraw mattress,” she
said, explaining that the Peace Corps
alotted her $75 each month and an-
other $75 to send back to the Sisters
of Mercy community in Pittsburgh.

“I loved thefamily who took me
in, Lindaand Corporal Lao, and they
loved me, too. Weforged strong
bonds. They now livein Canada, and
| call them every week,” shesaid.

Currently, sheisinprayer minis-
try at St. Mary Convent, Pittsburgh.
Her longest teaching assgnment was
at St. Xavier Academy and convent,
Latrobe, Pa.

Siger Sylviasaid sheisgrateful
to her sister, Sister Patrick McClain,
who encouraged her to becomea
Sister of Mercy, and to Mother
Irenaeusfor changing her summer
gnment fromteaching to studies
at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh,
where she completed work on her
master of artsand master of educa-
tion degrees. Sheprevioudy earned
abachelor’sdegreefrom Mount
Mercy College (now Carlow Univer-
sty).

Shedescribeshersdlf as”intelli-
gent, friendly and aquiet listener,”
who enjoysexercising, crocheting,
reading, walking, traveling and, of
course, praying.

SR. MARY CORINNE
CIMINERI
ROCHESTER

Seventy-fiveyearsago, Sister
Mary Corinne Cimineri took asher
motto, “ All for Thee, sweet Jesus.”
Throughout her religiouslife, she
sought to bring thosewordsaivein
her ministriesandto dl whoselives
shetouched.

“My aim hasalwaysbeentofol-
low Christjoyfully inmy consecrated
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lifeof prayer and service. | fed
blessed to be apart of theMercy
Community, and |
amgrateful to God
for cdlingmeto
serveHimfor these
75years,” shesaid.

Sister Mary ﬁ
Cprinneentered the S.Mary
Sigtersof Mercy Corinne
community inRoch- Cimineri

ester from St. Johnthe Evangelist
Parish, Clyde, N.Y. Shehasfaithfully
ministered infood services, first at
the motherhouse on Blossom Road,
thenat Our Lady of Mercy High
School and now, since 1957, at
Notre DameHigh School and con-
ventinElmira, N.Y.

Shepresently livesintheNotre
Dame Community, Elmira.

SR. MARY JANE
FRANCES HAUSER
ROCHESTER

Teaching hasbeensuchanim-
portant part of Sis-
ter Mary Jane
FrancesHauser’s
religiouslife.

Shetaught at
Aquinasinditute
and Our Lady of
Mercy High School,
Rochester, and
Notre DameHigh
School inElmira, N.Y.

“AsaSister of Mercy | enjoyed
teaching scienceto both boysand
girls. Thosewerewonderful years,”
shesaid.

Sheadded: “I also spent time
working around HighAcres, avaca-
tion homeprevioudy owned by the
Sistersof Mercy. | have so many
happy memoriesof thefriendly staff
and peoplecoming tovist there.”

Sr. M. Jane
Frances
Hauser

(Continued on Page 3)



SR.MARY JANE FRANCES
(CONTINUED)

Also, sheservedinadministrative
positionsat themotherhouseon
Blossom Road for 17 years.

Sheentered the Sistersof Mercy
from Ss. Peter and Paul Parish,
Rochester. Her mottois”“ My heart
shdl beThine”

Celébrating her 75th jubileethis
year, shelivesat Mercy Center,
OmegaCommunity in Rochester,
servinginprayer ministry.

70

SR. JANE HASBROUCK
ROCHESTER

Nearly 70 yearsago, Sister Jane
Hasbrouck took asher motto, “Thou
inmeandl inThee.”

Andthat ishow it hasbeenfor
her assheworked in her various
minisries

Theformer Sister Mary Cyprian
entered the Sisters
of Mercy from
Rochester’'sS.
JohntheEvangdist
Parish on Humboldt
Street.

Much of her re-
ligiouslifewas spent
ineducation. She
taught lementary
school childrenat . Charles
Borromeo and St. Thomasthe
Apostleschools, both in Rochester.

Shewasateacher and adminis-
trator at these high schoolsinthe
Dioceseof Rochester: Holy Family,
Auburn; Notre Dame, Elmira; and
Our Lady of Mercy, Rochester.

In 1971, sheworked intheoffice
at Our Lady of Mercy High School
andintheadminigrative officesof
the Sistersof Mercy. Shebecame
archivigt for the Sistersof Mercy
community in 1985.

Sr. Jane
Hasbrouck

Since 1996, she continuesto
volunteer asaliteracy tutor and to
lead small group discussionsabout
current eventsfor retired sisters.

Of her yearsasardigious, she
said: “1 have had many happy years
asaSister of Mercy inavariety of
ministries. My vocation hasled meto
afull and satisfying lifethrough God's
abundant blessings.”

Shelivesat . Ritacommunity,
West Webster, N.Y.

SR.MARY JUDE

ROCKENBROCK
ROCHESTER

Sister Mary Jude Rockenbrock
wasaparishioner of Holy Cross
Parish, Rochester,
when sheentered
theSistersof
Mercy.

Shetaught in nu-
merousel ementary
school sthroughout ;
the Diocese of Sr.Mary Jude
Rochester,induding; ~ Rockenbrock

St. Andrew, Our Lady of Mt.
Carmd and St. Johnthe Evangelist
(Humboldt Street), al in Rochester.
Shealsotaught at St. Ann, Hornell;
St. Cecilia, EImira; and St. Mary and
. Vincent, bothin Corning, inthe
SouthernTier.

Sister Jude ministered asapas-
toral associateat St. Ann Parish,
Horndl.

At Mercy Center, Rochester, she
continuesher ministry of prayer and
vigtingthosewho areill.

Shesaid shehasenjoyed 70
yearsasaSister of Mercy and hopes
toliveout her mottoto‘ Servethe
Lordwithjoy’ until theend of her
life

Sigter JudelivesinTrocaire
Community at Mercy Center.
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SR. MARY ANDRE STREB
ROCHESTER

A career in hedlth careishow
Sister Mary André Streb livesher
motto, “Christismy
life”

Sheentered the
Sistersof Mercy
from S. Andrew
Parish, Rochester.
After completing her
studiesinnursing, Sr. Mary
sheminigeredtothe ~ Andrestred
sick at the Sistersof Mercy
MotherhouseInfirmary. Also, she
wasanurseat Our Lady of Mercy

High School, Rochester, and S.
JamesMercy Hospital, Hornell, N.Y.

Sister Andréserved in Steuben
County asapublic health nurseand
ombudsman. Shea so volunteered
her nuraing skillsinthe Canisteo,
N.Y.,community and later at the Sis-
tersof Mercy Motherhouse.

“1 am happy about my lifeasa
Sister of Mercy and anurseand
serving the needsof the sick through-
out al theseyears,” shesaid.

Today, sheservesin prayer min-
istry at Mercy Center.

SR. MARY
CONCEPTA WALSH
ROCHESTER
Sister Mary ConceptaWalsh
sumsup 70yearsof religiouslifethis
way: “l liveingrate-

fulnessfor these
many yearsasaSis-
ter of Mercy, striving
toliveasafaithful
daughter of Mother
CatherineMcAuley
andtrustinginGod's Concepta
divineprovidence Walsh
and care. What awonderful lifel”
Sheentered the Sistersof Mercy
from St. CharlesBorromeo Parish,

S.Mary

(Continued on Page4)



SR. MARY CONCEPTA
(CONTINUED)

Rochester, and took the motto, “ To
love Jesusand makeHimloved.”

Shetaught primary grade school
childrenfor 23 yearsat Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel and St. Salome schoals,
bothin Rochester. Shea so taught at
. Vincent School, Corning, N.Y.

Inthemid-1960s, Sister
Conceptaresponded to the needs of
childrenlivingin Rochester’sinner
city and began her outreach pro-
gramsat Joseph Avenue Center. She
returned to St. Salome School and
later devel oped aprayer program for
childrenthere.

INn 1983, Sister Mary Concepta
traveled to Indianola, Miss., aspas-
toral minister at St. Benedict the
Moor Parish, where she served until
2002.

Today, Sister Conceptalivesin
Shalom Community at Mercy Cen-
ter, Rochester, and continues her
ministry of prayer with the commu-
nity there.

60

SR. MARY ESTHER

CARSTATER
ROCHESTER

Sister Mary Esther Carstater is
celebrating 60 yearsasa Sister of
Mercy.

“Jubileeisatime
of gratitudeto God
for al theexperi-
encesof my life)”
shesad.

And shehashad
quiteafew. Sheen-
tered the Sisters of
Mercy from Sacred
Heart Parish,
Jamestown, N.Y. Shetaught at St.

S.Mary
Esther
Cardtater

Andrew and St. CharlesBorromeo
elementary schoolsin Rochester.

Most of her religiouslifehas
been spent asalibrarian and teacher
inCatherineMcAuley Collegeand
Our Lady of Mercy High Schooal,
Rochester, and Notre DameHigh
School, Elmira, N.Y.

Since 2004, Sister Esther has
delightedin presenting travel ogues of
thenumerousplacesshehasvisited
andin coordinating alibrary of read-
ing materialsat Mercy Center, Roch-
edter.

Sigter currently livesin Bethany
Community at Mercy Center.

Looking back on her yearsinre-
ligiouslife, shesaid: “ Family, travel,
education, 44 yearsaslibrarian of
Mercy High School and therelation-
shipsl’vemade... Perhaps, St. Au-
gustinesaysital forme, ‘Tofdl in
lovewith Godisthegreatest of dll
romances, to seek Himisthegreat-
et of al adventures; tofind Himis
thegreatest human achievement.” ”

SR. ANN CULLEN
ROCHESTER

Sister Ann Cullen, formerly Sister
Mary Lambert, entered the Sisters of
Mercy fromHoly Family Parish, Au-
burn, N.Y.

Sheministered asateacher for
33yearsinavariety of schoolsin-
cluding: CorpusChrigti, Holy Cross,
Northeastern Catholic Junior High,
Our Lady of Mercy (Denise Road),
St. CharlesBorromeo, St. Louis, St.
Monicaand St. Rita, all inthe Roch-
ester area.

Other schoolsinwhichshe
taught in the Diocese of Rochester
were: Holy Family, Auburn; S.
Cecilig, EImira; &. Mary, Corning;
St. Michael, Newark; and St.
Patrick, Owego. Shewasasoa
teacher and administrator at Annun-
ciation School, Rochester.
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She served inthe Rochester City
School District asahome-hospita
teacher andinsocia
servicesat Holy An-
gelsHome.

Since 2000, she
hasvolunteered at
theMercy Bridges
officeand asrecep-
tionistat Mercy
Center in Rochester.

SserAnnsad: “BeingaSister
of Mercy for 60 yearshasbeen agift
tome. | have been privileged towalk
with many specia people. Their sup-
port, loveand that of aloving family
and friendshasbrought metothis
milestoneonmy journey.”

SR. MARY ROSE CURRY
BUFFALO

Sister Mary Rose Curry recalled
her years ministering to addicted
women at IgnatiaHouse, Buffalo,
where sheand another sister lived as
support people.

“I likedl of my
ministriesbut that
ministry wasthe
most gratifying asit
seemed closest to
our fourth vow (ser-
viceto the poor,
sick and unedu-
cated, especially women and chil-
dren),” shesaid.

Inher 60 yearsasaSister of
Mercy, Sister Mary Rosetaught at
variouse ementary schoolsinthe
Dioceseof Buffalo. Shewasprinci-
pal at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
School, Orchard Park, N.Y. Also,
she served asaregistered nurseand
supervisor at Mercy Hospital, Buf-
fdo.

Currently, shevolunteersat the
Helping HeartsKids Club and
servesthesenior sstersin Buffalo.

Sr.Ann Cullen

S.Mary
RoseCurry

(Continued on Pageb)



SR. MARY ROSE
(CONTINUED)

Shesaid that she had astrong
feeling that God wanted her to be-
comeareligious. Looking back on
her years, shesaid joy hasbeena
central part of her experience.

“Themost satisfying part about
being aSister of Mercy isexperienc-
ingjoy a being calledtolivesolely for
Chrigt and withwomenwho arelike-
wisecalled,” shesaid.

SR. PIERRE DEMBINSKI
ERIE

Sister PierreDembinski recalls
the storiestold by her father and
uncleswhowere
taught by the Sisters
of Mercy at St.
AdrianParish,
Delancey, Pa.

“Duringour
growing up yearsat
home, we heard over
and over again of the
wonderful ssterswho wereassigned
thereand taught themin school, and
of therich heritage of Mercy that they
brought to the parish and school ,”
said Sister Pierre, anative of St.
Casmir Parishand school, Erie.

That, plushaving unclesand
cousinsinthepriesthood and religious
life, helped her decide 60 yearsago
to enter the Sisters of Mercy commu-
nity, thenbasedinTitusville, Pa.
“Thesewonderful peoplewereand
arestrong examplesof God'sdivine
influenceoneach of us,” shesaid.

Anaumnaof Mercyhurst Col-
lege, shetaught asaSister of Mercy
inCatholic dementary schoolsin
Corry, DuBois, Erie, Greenville, Pitts-
burgh, Punxsutawney and Titusville.
Shesupervised Mercyhurst’sDietary
Department and DuBoisHospita’s
Dietary and Mental Hedlth units. She
wasparishsocia minister at St.

Sr. Pierre
Dembinski

AlphonsusParish, Springdale, Pa.,
and pastoral minister at St. Peter
Parish, New Kensington, Pa. Most
recently, shewasreceptionist and
switchboard operator at St. Mary’s
HomeEast, Erie.

“I loved eechand dl ministriesof
which | wasapart,” shesaid. “ Sur-
rendering to God'swill bringswithit
indescribable peace and satisfaction.”

Sheadvised thoseconsidering a
cdl tordigiouslifetolisentoGod's
voiceand the promptingsof their
heart.

SR. HELEN ANN GAUGHAN
BUFFALO

Asateenager, Sster HelenAnn
Gaughan wasmost impressed by the
exampleof the Grey Nuns of the Sa-
cred Heart, who taught her inhigh
school. But it wasthedifferencein
transportation that would lead her to
thedoorstep of the Sistersof Mercy
inBuffdo.

“1 could taketwo city busesto
Abbott Road in South Buffalo and
return homeeasily onthesame
buses,” sheexplained. “If | entered
the Grey Nunsin 1949, | would have
had to travel to Philadel phiaor
Yardley, Pa., by train, whichwould
not have been asfast and easy.”

Today, Sister HeenAnnlooks
back onardigiouslifethat hasin-
cluded teaching so- -
cia studies, math
and history in Buf-
fao-areaCatholic
schools. Sheaso
served asaprincipa y
a Holy Family Sr.HelenAnn
School, Leroy. Gaughan

“Much of my ability ineducation
wasgreatly influenced by many of my
own Mercy Sisterswhotrained me
early inmy career,” shesaid.

)

During her summers, shevolun-
teered fulltimeat Mercy hospitalsin
theBuffalo area. Later, sheworked as
aunit clerk inthe Oncology Depart-
ment at Mercy Hospitd, Buffao.
Also, sheworked inthe Registration
Department and was a patient-access
person at Kenmore Mercy Hospitd,
Kenmore, N.Y.

“I learned about how specia care,
respect and compassion were needed
for the patientsand their families,” she
sad.

Today, shevolunteersasaswitch-
board operator at Mercy Center and
at Mercy Hospitd, bothin Buffalo.

“Every night when | goto bed, |
thank Godthat | am hereat Mercy
Center, and | wasableto persevere
with thedecision | made (to becomea
Mercy Sister),” shesaid.

SR. BERNADETTE
GEISER
BUFFALO

Some can easily point to aperson
who changedtheir life,
For Sister Bernadette
Geisar, that person
was Sister Mary
InnocentiaFitzgerad,
theformer director of
novicesfor theSisters
of Mercy inBuffao.

Shewas ateacher
a St. Mary’sHigh
School, NiagaraFalls, when Sister
Bernadettewasasenior. Accordingto
Sister Bernadette, studentslovedto
hear Sister Mary Innocentiatalk about
convent lifeand her roleasdirector.

“Theholinessand goodness of this
woman most influenced me, and |
loved being with her. Themottoin her
ringwas, ‘ItistheLord.” So many
timeswhen thingswould happen, |
was surethey werenot just coinci-
dences; it wasthe Lord gently nudging

Mg
Sr. Bernadette
Geiser

(Continued on Page6)



SR. BERNADETTE
(CONTINUED)

meaongtofollow Him. | knew |
must go and seeif Godwasredly
calingme,” Sister Bernadette said.

Also, shesaid her mother, who
never heard of CatherineMcAuley,
left her awonderful exampletofol-
low.

“1 remember my mother sending
meto sick friendswith soup,” she
said. “Welived near thegorgein
NiagaraFalls, and often homeless
men cameto our door for food. No
onewasturned away. My concernfor
the poor and thosein need began with
my mother.”

Thisyear, Sister Bernadetteiscel-
ebrating her 60" jubilee, and shere-
calsher 36 yearsof teachingin
Catholic dementary schoolsinthe
Buffaloarea. Sheaso servedasa
secretary and receptionist. But, she
sad, her favoriteministry isworking
withtheelderly at Westwood Village,
anassged-livingfacility.

“1 feel | amloved and respected
by so many peoplewithwhom | min-
ister. Thatisvery satisfying,” shesaid.

SR. ANN HUGHES
BUFFALO

Sister Ann Hugheshasenjoyed a
variety of ministriesasaSister of
Mercy, fromteaching
and serving asaprin-
cipd a elementary
schoolsintheDio-
ceseof Buffadoto
pastoral associate
and coordinator in
diocesan parishes.

But inher 60 yearsof service, she
looksto acountry a-half-a-world
away when shethinksabout her fa-
voriteminigtry.

“My yearsinthePhilippineswere
themost rewarding. Theloving

Sr.Ann Hughes

peoplewere so poor and needy and
mogt grateful,” shesaid.

Whileassignedto the Philippines
inthe 1960sand 1970s, shetaught at
Holy CrossHigh School,

K olambugan; Language Schooal,
OzamisCity; and Mercy High
School, Tubod.

Sheidentified aquotefrom
CatherineMcAuley asonethat has
hel ped her through her life. It reads,
“Put your whole confidencein God.
Hewill never let youwant.”

Also, shesaid, the Eucharist gives
her strength. | love the Eucharist, and
| an grateful toreceivetheLord eve-
ryday. Jesusisso near andisaways
inmy heart,” shesaid.

Asayounggirl, Sister Ann
wanted to beareligiouslikethe ones
who taught her at Holy Family
School, Buffdo, andlaterinhigh
school.

“1 was attracted to the kindness
and happinessof thesistersat Mt.
Mercy Academy (Buffalo), and |
eventually decided to enter,” shesaid.

Sheentered the Sistersof Mercy
onthesameevening as her sigter,
Margaret Mary. Both arecelebrating
their diamond jubileesthisyesr.

Looking back on her lifeasardli-
gious, shesaid, “My wishasachild
wasfulfilled, and | wasworking for
Godal theseyears!”

Shesaidthesistersall work and
enjoy their livestogether in commu-
nity. “Weloveour community.”

SR. MARGARET
MARY HUGHES
BUFFALO
Sister Margaret Mary Hughes

wasoneof ninesurviving children of
thesamefamily when sheentered the
Sistersof Mercy 60 yearsago. Her
sbling, Ann, decidedto enter the Sis-
tersof Mercy community, too. Today,
both are celebrating their diamond ju-
bilees.
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A secretary before sheentered
thecommunity in Buffalo, Sister Mar-
garet Mary served
many yearsat the
former St. Jerome
Hospitd, Batavia,
N.Y., including chief
executiveofficer.
Beforethat, she
taught at Catholic el-
ementary schoolsin
theBuffaoarea

Inlater years, shewasarchivist at
Trocaire Collegeand Mercy Center,
bothin Buffalo. Shealso performed
pastoral work at |mmaculate Con-
ception Parish, Wellsville, N.Y., and
at severa nursing homes.

Shesaid*doing God'swill” has
been the most satisfying aspect of be-
ingaSister of Mercy.

Sheoffered thisadviceto anyone
consderingavocationtoreligiouslife:
“If you haveavocation, youwill be
happiestinyour chosenlife. Christ
said, ‘ You have not chosen me, | have
chosenyou.””

SR. M ARY ANNUNCIATA
KELLEHER
BUFFALO

For 60 years, Sister Mary
AnnunciataK elleher hasenjoyed a
religiouslifewithdiverseminigtries.

Inthe Buffalo area, shewas
president of Mercy Health System,
president of the Mercy community,
adminigtrator and nursing service
director at Mercy Hospital,
emergency room supervisor and
nursing servicedirector at Kenmore
Hospital, and anurse at theformer St.
JeromeHospital, Batavia, N.Y. She
adsotaughtin Buffalo Catholic
elementary schools.

“Community leadershipwasa
privilege, aswashedth care, which|

Sr.Margaret
Mary Hughes

(Continued on Page7)



SR. MARY ANNUNCIATA
(CONTINUED)

didfor most of my life,” said Sister
Annunciata, anativeof . Teresa
Parish, Buffdo.

Shesaidshe
entered the Ssters
of Mercy thanksto
thepositive
influenceof the
ssterswho taught
her and walked
with herinthe
hospitas.

Atleast two quotes have hel ped
giveher purposeand strengthin her
religiouslife. Oneisfrom Scripture,
“Thegreatest of theseischarity.” The
other isfrom CatherineMcAuley,
“The poor need help today, not next
week.”

Shesaid her lifeasaSister of
Mercy hasbeen satisfying, because of
a“lifetimeof serviceand wonderful
opportunitiesfor prayer.”

Sr.Mary
Annunciata
Kelleher

SR. MARGARET MARY

MATTLE
ROCHESTER

Music hasbeen suchagiftinthe
lifeof Sister Margaret Mary Mattle,
formerly Sster Mary Magella.

Sheenteredthe
Sigtersof Mercy
from St. Johnthe
Evangdigt Parishon

Humbol dt Street,

Rochester, and .

insructeddementary ~ S'-Margaret
Mary Mattle

school childrenin
music at St. James, St. Louisand St.
Salomeschools. Sister Margaret
Mary used her musical talentsas
coordinator of prayer andliturgy for
the Sistersof Mercy inthe Rochester
area.

“Sincel enteredtheMercy
community, | have been led by God
through many chalengesand

changes,” shesaid. “ Sotoday | can
say, ‘Magnificat,” because God has
shown megreat mercy, and now in
the 21% century | can be awoman of
Mercy asCatherineMcAuley wasin
her day.”

Her motto reflectsher experience
iInministry, “Beit doneunto me
according to Your word.”

In1967, Sister Margaret Mary

becamedirector of candidatesfor the

Sistersof Mercy and served for four
years. Shewasoneof thefounding
membersof Mercy Prayer Center,
Rochester, where she offered spiritua
directionand retreats.

She served the peopl e of
Santiago, Chile, for threeyearsasa
pastoral associate and spiritua
director. When shereturned to the
United Statesshe ministered with the
rura poor of Steuben County inthe
Southern Tier of New York State.

Today, sheservesasaspiritua
director and retreat guideat Mercy
Prayer Center.

Shelivesat Mdrosecommunity in

Rochester.

SR.MARY MELCHIORA

MICELI
ROCHESTER

Siger Mary MechioraMicedli
loved teachingthe*littleones.”

Her teaching ministry included as-
sgnmentsat Annunciation, Good
Shepherd, Holy Cross, Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel, St. Anthony, &. Charles
Borromeo, St. James, St. John the
Evangdlist (Humboldt Street) and S.
Salome, al in Rochester.

A nativeof St. Patrick Parish,
Rochester, shea so taught at these
schoolsinthe Diocese of Rochester:
S. John Evangdlist, Clyde; S.
Patrick, Owego; St. Rita, Webster;
and . Vincent, Corning.

Sister Mary Me chioraministered
to children at Corpus Christi Child

Care, KinderKare Day Careand The

Growing Place Day Careinthe
Rochester area. Shewasaspecia

education teacher for

the Rochester Public -

School system at R

schools1and 17. ¥y E

For eight yearsshe

minigeredinArizona

at St. Joseph Hospi-

tal and St. Jerome ,\?e'l Zﬂh‘;"g?’a

School. Miceli
“LiketheMagi

whofollowed the star, God has
graced meaong my longjourney asa
Sister of Mercy,” shesaid.

Today, shelivesin Bethany Com-
munity and volunteersat Mercy Cen-
ter, Rochester, living out her motto,
“Oneheart.”

SR. FRANCINE NOLAN
PITTSBURGH

Sister Francine Nolan, anative of
St. Joseph Parish, Derry, Pa., iscel-
ebrating her 60" jubilee asa Sister of
Mercy thisyear.

For the past 11 years, she has
been assistant tothe

motherhouse coordi- _—
nator at the Convent ¥
of Mercy, Pittsburgh.
Beforethat, she
taught at St. Colman
School, Turtle Creek,
Pa., from 1952-58

Sr.Francine
and 1981-88. She Nolan
taught at Saint
Vincent School, Latrobe, Pa., from
1973-81.

Thosewho know Sister Francine
commend her gentle humor and pa-
tiencewith each child, thussetting
them positively ontheroad of life.

Shesaid thekindnessof thesis-
tersat St. Xavier Academy, Latrobe,
and at St. Paul Orphanage, Pitts-
burgh, influenced her decisionto be-
comeasSister of Mercy.



SR. MARY CARITAS QUINN
BUFFALO

Sixty yearsafter enteringthe Sis-
tersof Mercy inBuffalo, Sister Mary
CaritasQuinn hasadvicefor anyone
thinking about follow-
ingher. “Goforit! It's
agreat and stupen-
dousgift. Don’'t miss
out onthisinvitation,”
shesaid.

Sister Caritashas
livedalifeinteaching
and in hospital work that she consid-
ersmost satisfying. Shetaughtin
Catholicgradeschoolsand high
schoolsintheBuffaloareaandinthe
Philippines, wheresheministered
from 1964-80.

Inthe Philippinesin 1978, she
hel ped openthe Mercy Community
Clinicwith 25 bedsfor poor people
who could not afford medical care. It
developedinto atertiary care-level
facility today called Mercy Commu-
nity Hospital.

“1 am awed by the growth and
beauty of thisministry,” shesaid.

Shetaught at St. Johnthe Baptist
CollegeinthePhilippinesfrom 2001-
2002.

L ater, back in Buffalo, shepro-
moted missionwork at Trocaire Col-
lege, McAuley House, Convent of
Mercy and Mt. Mercy Convent. To-
day, sheworksat theMercy Mission
Officeat Mercy Center and volun-
teersat Mercy Hospital .

“| enjoy volunteering each Mon-
day morning—mostly guiding people
to their destinations, praying with pa-
tients| visit and doing whatever | can
tobeaMercy presence,” shesaid.

Asfor her lifeasaSister of
Mercy, shesaid, “I love community
and our routine of prayer that unites
usall inour ministriesto thepoor, sick
and uneducated.”

S.Mary
CaritasQuinn

SR. JEANNE REICHART
ROCHESTER

“It'sthebest dream | ever had!”
said Sister Jeanne Reichart of her 60
yearsasaSigter of Mercy, much of it
ineducationintheUnited Statesand
abroad.

“I expressmy gratitudeto my be-
loved family andto theteachers| had
in school whoseguidanceled meto
the acceptanceof thisincrediblegift of
God,” shesad.

Theformer Sister Mary Dominic
entered theMercy community from
. Margaret Mary Parish, Rochester.

Inthe Rochester Diocese, she
taught at these Catholic schools Al
SaintsAcademy, Holy Cross Schooal,
Our Lady of Mercy
High School, S
James, &. Johnthe
Evangdist (Humboldt
Street), St. Louisand
S Rita. Shedso
taught at Holy Family
School, Auburn,

N.Y.

Shewasan adminigtrator at Corn-
ing (N.Y.) Catholic School North,
Our Lady of Lourdesand St. Patrick
schools, bothinElmira, N.Y.

In 1974, shewasan exchange
teacher at St. Joseph Schoal,
Hertfordbury, England. Sister Jeanne
spent threeyearsinthe Catholic Edu-
cation Officein Agana, Guam, ascur-
riculum coordinator and ass stant su-
perintendent of schools. Shedso
taught at St. Anthony Schoal there.

Currently, sheisarchivig for the
Sigersof Mercy in Rochester and
livesin &. CeciliaCommunity, Roch-
eger.

Reichart

SR. CLARE SMITH
PITTSBURGH

Sigter Clare Smith never saw a
Sigter of Mercy until sheattended Mt.
Mercy College(now Carlow Univer-
sty) inAittsburghto
study French. But,

shesaid, because of

that experiencethe

Lordled her to enter

theSistersof Mercy

community in Pitts- S. Clare
Smith

burgh.

“I had adesretolivealifeas
closeto God as| could,” shesaid, 60
yearsafter entering the convent.
“Thereisajoy and freedominbeing
‘red’ inthemidst of serving others”

For most of her rdigiouslife, Ss
ter Claretaught French, Spanishand
Latinindementary schoolsand high
schoolsinthePittsburgh areaandin
PuertoRico.

Today, sheisdirector of the
Mader Learning Center at Saint
Meinrad Seminary and School of
Theology, &t. Meinrad, Ind. Also, she
teachesEnglishasaSecond Lan-
guage, Latin, French and Spanish
there.

“I haveenjoyedal of my minis-
triesaseach wasanother degree of
growth and development for me,” said
Sigter Clare, anativeof St. Philip Par-
ish, Crafton.

Oneof theprayersthat hasgiven
her strength over theyearshasbeen
CaherineMcAuley’'s" Suscipe’
which, shesaid, encapsulatesdl of
Mercy life.

Asto anyone consdering becom-
ing aSister of Mercy, she hasthisad-
vice “Giveit your full commitment,
anditwill bevery fulfilling.”



SR. ANN THERESE

SQUEGLIA
PITTSBURGH

Sister Ann Therese Squegliagrew
upinasmall country parish—St.
Lawrence (now
RisenLord)in
Hillsdale, Pa. One
day, aFranciscan
Sister cametoteach
catechismtoyoung
parishioners. Sister
Ann Theresewas
deeply impressed.

“Thischildhood
fedingwasfurther
enhanced by my loving parents. When
| entered Mt. Mercy College (now
Carlow University), Pittsburgh, | felt
right at home, and | knew God was
calingmetoloveand serveHim
there,” shesaid.

Shecontinued, “ Theinfluence of
my parents, who werevery religious,
and the Sistersof Mercy who taught
mein collegeinfluenced me. | loved
joiningtheminprayer.”

Six decades|ater, shelooksat
minigtriesthat includeteachinginee-
mentary and high schoolsinthe Pitts-
burgh area, working at the Convent of
Mercy’skitchen and dining room, and
47 yearsat theformer Mercy Hospi-
tal, now UPMC Mercy. At the hospi-
tal, shewasdirector of clinical dietet-
icsand of the Food and Nuitrition De-
partment.

Shesaid her favoriteministry was
working at the hospital’sNutrition
Center, which she started.

“Therel met, worked with and
hel ped thousands of peopleregaina
health statusand to feel comfortable
and copewiththestuationinwhich
they found themsalves, regardless of
their disease or nutrition-counsdling
intervention,” shesaid.

Today, shevolunteerswhereshe
isneeded.

Sr.Ann
Therese

Squeglia

SR. MARY NORINE TRUAX
BUFFALO

Sister Mary Norine Truax went
to public schoolsasachild and had
little contact with the Sisters of
Mercy. So how did sheend up asone
of them?

“ItwastheHoly Spiritand dis-
cernment with my pastor,” shesaid.
Sheexplained that Father George
Freeman, her pastor at Sacred Heart
Parish, Lakewood, N.Y., was her
spiritual director and loved the Sisters
of Mercy.

Sister Mary Norinesaid sheen-
joyed her yearsasan elementary
school teacher in Buffalo Catholic
schoolsand her work with the dioc-
esan Officefor Special RdligiousEdu-
cation.

“| set up programsin different
parishesin order to enablethe physi-
caly and mentally disabled toreceive
the sacraments. We also worked with
parents, whichwas
very rewarding,” she
sad.

Sheasowasdi-
rector and teacher at
theMount Mercy
Reading Center and
coordinator of testing
and coordinator for
studentswith specia
needsat Trocaire College, Buffalo.
Today, shevolunteersat Kenmore
Mercy Hospital.

Sheidentified two quotesfrom
CatherineMcAuley asher favorites.
They are: “Be sureto haveacomfort-
ablecup of teafor themwhen | am
gone,” and “God knowsthat | would
rather be cold and hungry, thanthe
poor ... should be deprived of any
consolationinour power to afford
them.”

Reflected Sister Mary Norine,
“Catherin€ sgift of hospitality wasal-

S.Mary
NorineTruax
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ways so visiblefor the poor, and | be-
lievethesstersaretryingtolive her
wishfor the poor, especidly in
today’sworld.”

SR. MARY ALBERTA

VAN REMMEN
BUFFALO

Sister Mary AlbertaVan Remmen
attributes her vocation to at | east two
people: the prayersof her late aunt,
Mercy Sister Mary Frances Teresa
Van Remmen, who diedin 1981, and
aconversation she had with ayoung
woman who could not accept the call
tobeareligious.

“A specia grace
wasgiventomein
that moment when |
saidto myself that |
would accept it. That
wasin January 1949.
March 25" isthe an-
niversary date of my
entrance, and herel
am 60 years|ater celebrating God's
goodnessto me,” shesaid.

Shebegan her ministry teachingin
Catholic elementary schoolsin
Batavia, Olean and South Buffalo, dl
inNew York. Much of her career,
however, was spent inthe Buffal o-
areaMercy Hedlth Care Systemasa
supervisor inthe Radiology Depart-
ment. Today, she provides hospitality
at Mercy Center, Buffalo.

“1 enjoyed my health care ministry
because my patientswere grateful for
any attention and care,” shesaid.

Throughout her life, shefocused
onthissaying of JesusChrist, “1 am
withyou alwaysuntil theend of time.”

Of her lifeinMercy, shesaid,
“Being aSister of Mercy hasand will
alwaysbeachallengetome. | am
grateful to all thosewho havegone
before me, who have given example
of their lives.” Sheoffered thisadvice
toanyonewhoisconsidering religious
life,“Comeand see.”

Alberta
Van Remmen
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SR. MARY

JACQUELINE ABAR
BUFFALO

Sister JacquelineAbar spent most
of her ministry asaSister of Mercy
teachingin Catholicd-
ementary schoolsin
Batavia Buffdo,
NiagaraFalls, Or-
chard Park and
Welsville dl inthe
Dioceseof Buffao.

But, shesaid, she
really enjoysher cur-
rentministry: helping
where sheisneeded at the South Buf-
falo Community Table, asoup
kitchen. There, sheworkswith many
different groupsof volunteers.

“They aresokindtome, and |
now have some 30 additional
friends,” shesaid.

Sheadded, “| am so blessed. The
work istiring, but sorewarding. | feel
that I’mfollowing Mother McAuley’s
footstepsin helping the poor.”

Froman early age, Sister
Jacquelinewasimpressed by theSis-
tersof Mercy who taught her at St.
Mary’sgrade and high schools. She
asoenjoyed helping thesisterswith
churchwork.

L ooking back at her 50 years of
ministry, shesaid: “AsaSister of
Mercy, | have so many opportunities
of serving our Lordinmy work at the
soup kitchen, attending daily Mass,
havingtimefor prayer, hepingthe
other sisters, being hel ped and cared
for by thessters, and enjoying their
kindnessesand concerns.”

Sheconsideredit aprivilegetobe
aSister of Mercy andinvitesanyone
interestedintherdigiouslifeto”come
andsee.”

S.Mary
Jacqueline
Abar

SR.MARY ANN AYERS
BUFFALO

Sister Mary AnnAyerssaid the
Sistersof Mercy, whotaught herin
grammar school through high schooal,
served asan examplefor her when
she decided to become awoman re-
ligious.

“1 wasinfluenced by their pres-
enceto the peoplethey served and
each other,” shesaid.

Accordingto Sister Mary Ann,
shehasbeen happy inall of her min-
igtries, which haveincluded teaching
in Buffao Catholic schoolsfor many
years. Also, shewas
apastora care
chaplainat Emmaus
Convent, Buffdo,
andat St. Mary’s
Hospital, Rochester.

Since 1984, she
hasministered at
Spirit House, a
hedling community for womenreli-
giouswho areexperiencingmgjor life
stresses. She has been executivedi-
rector theresince 1995.

“Spirit House hastaught methat
weareal wounded hedlers, and the
power isin usfor changeand con-
verson. | ansoprivilegedtowalk
thejourney withthewomen andto
seethem heal and chooselife,” she
sad.

Sister Mary AnnsaidtobeaSis-
ter of Mercy meansbeing“ ableto
givesarvicetodl with compassion,
carrying out and living Catherine
McAuley’scharismasatrue Sister of
Mercy.”

Her favorite quotefrom Catherine
is. “ Thetender mercy of God has
givenusoneanother.”

Sheinvited other women to con-
sder therdigiouslife wouldtell
and encourage any woman to pray,
discernandfollow her heart.”

Sr.MaryAnn
Ayers
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SR. ANN BRAUN
PITTSBURGH

Asanon-Catholicintheeighth
gradeat St. Paul Cathedrd Grade
Schoal, Fittsburgh, Sister Ann Braun
admiredtheSgters
of Mercy for their in-
ner peaceand joy.

“Therrdation-
shipwithGodin
wordsand actions
wassomething |
wantedinmy life. |
beganingdructionsto
becomeaCatholicand thento plan
my lifeasaSister of Mercy,” sadSis-
ter Ann, whoiscelebrating her golden
jubileethisyear.

Theformer Sister Justinataught
for many yearsat St. Colman Schoal,
Turtle Creek, Pa. Today, sheprovides
dog therapy for thesstersat the Con-
vent of Mercy, Pittsburgh.

“WithMoally, my dog, | havethe
privilegeof bringingasmileanda
senseof well-being and loveto our
senior sgterswho haveshownme
whatitistobeMercy,” shesad.

“Caring, Shcereand trusworthy”
arethewords sheusesto describe
hersdf.

ShesaidtheSistersof Mercy are
known for thecharism of hospitdity,
which underliesthefourth vow of ser-
vice, particularly to the poor, women
andchildren.

“Hospitdity placestherecipient of
sarviceinacomfortable, appreciated
and respected pogition,” shesaid.

Sr.Ann Braun

SR. MARGARET DEEGAN
ROCHESTER

Sister Margaret M. Deegan, for-
merly Sister ClareMarie, entered the
Sistersof Mercy from St. Ann Parish,
Horndll, N.Y.

(Continued on Page 11)



SR. MARGARET
(CONTINUED)

“When| chose’ Chrigtismy life
for my motto, | wanted to expressmy
desireto live devoted to God.
Reflecting back 50
yearsonmy lifeasa
Sister of Mercy, | see
that it redly expresses
how God takes care
of me,” shesaid.

Shewasateacher
at Our Lady Queen of
Peace School, taught
musicat St. Helen, St. Louisand St.
Ritaschoolsandliturgy at St.
Bernard’s Seminary, al in Rochester.

Sister Margaret wasin pastoral
work at St. Jerome Parish, East
Rochester, N.Y., and at St. Brendan/
. Jude Center, Buffalo. Whileshe
wasat St. Jerome's, sheal so directed
the Pre-Postulant Program.

She spent severd yearsin
Hornell, N.Y., a &. JamesMercy
Hospita caring for family members,
volunteering her servicesand provid-
ing clerical assstanceinthehospital
offices. In 1995, she managed the ad-
ministrative officesfor the Sistersof
Mercy in Rochester. Shealsowas
registrar for St. Bernard Institute,
Rochester.

Since 2002, shehasbeenliturgy
coordinator for thesistersat Mercy
Center and livesintheHighland Av-
enuecommunity at Mercy Prayer
Center, Rochester.

A LY
Sr. Margaret
Deegan

SR. CAROL ELLIS
BUFFALO

Sister Carol Ellishasspent the
past 50 yearsasaSister of Mercy
and continuesto look to thefuture
with hope. Shesaidin spite of dimin-
ishing numbersandinfirmitiesof aging,
the Sistersof Mercy continueto find
al kindsof waysto help society.

“1 amespecialy proud of the
wayswe address systemic change by
never letting ajusticeissuego by
without making theeffort toinform
government representatives of theim-
pact certainlegidation hasfor poor
persons,” shesaid.

Mostly, Sister Carol’sministry has
beeninhealth care. Shewasaregis-
tered nurseat Kenmoreand Mercy
hospitalsintheBuffao area. L ater,
shewasass stant director for pastoral
careat Calvary Hospital, Bronx,

N.Y., and staff chaplain and director
of pastoral careat Buffalo'sMercy
Hospital. Also, shetaught in Catholic
elementary schoolsinthe Buffalo area
and has been asecretary. Today, she
isanursecompanion and driver at
Mercy Center Health CareUnitin
Buffdo.

“Thedirect careof thesick will
adwayshold aspecia placeinmy
heart,” shesaid. “| redizethat things
have changed dra- —
maticaly inhedth
careover theyears,
andthat it'sunlikely
to ever bethe hands-
onminigtry for the
registered nursethat
itoncewas. But | till
believethat thereisablessing for both
thegiver and thereceiver when com-
petent hands administer concerned
careinaningitutiona setting—or any
Seiting.”

Thenativeof St. Bartholomew
Parish, Buffalo, said shevisited the
Sistersof St. Joseph for about ayear,
but it wasthe Sisters of Mercy who
“seemed so warm and wel coming that
the choicewasan easy one.”

SR. JANE FADGEN
PITTSBURGH

Sr. Carol Ellis

Theexampleof her parentsand
thesisterswho taught her in grade
school inspired Sister Jane Fadgento
becomeaSister of Mercy.
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“Rdigiouslifedwaysseemed
right for me. It dlowsmeprivileged
accessto peopl€e’slives; thechanceto
work with themintimesof great cri-
ses, joy and happiness,” said Sister
Janewhois cel ebrating her 50" jubi-
leethisyear.

Currently, sheperformssocial
ministry at St. Raphael Parish, Pitts-
burgh, where shehhasbeen since
1997. Beforethat, shewas principal
at Our Lady of Fatima School,
Hopewd | Township,

Pa., Lawrenceville

CatholicMiddle -~

School, Pittsburgh, o~

and ateacher at St. g e

Mary’'s 46" Street. : ‘-—3
Sheconsiders N

herself tobejoyful, Lsﬁ;nej

compassionateand Fadgen

giving. Her hobbies
includemusic, cooking and baking.

Sigter Jane, who originally entered
the Sistersof Mercy community in
Pittsburgh asSister Mary Edith, said
we cometo know God'spresencein
people, nature and the events of our
lives.

“1 feel very blessed to have been
called by God towork with children,
the poor and the elderly and bein-
volvedintherr livesinthisway. It has
been an awesomejourney,” shesaid.

SR. PATRICIA GILBERT
BUFFALO

L ooking back on 50 years of
ministry, Sister PatriciaGilbert said
sheespecialy enjoyed teaching stu-
dentswho wanted to obtaintheir high
school equivaency diplomaat the
Warde Center, Buffao, and parish
minidry.

“M esting the needs of people
seekingtoimprovetheir livesthrough
education, visitingthesick in hospi-
tal's, homesand nursing homesand

(Continued on Page 12)



SR. PATRICIA
(CONTINUED)

thosesearching for their pathinlife
wasagreat challengeand ajoy,” she
said. “Itwas, for
me, the one-on-one
interactionwith
peoplewho shared
their persona
journeyswithmein
al kindsof settings
wherel feltthat |
waswalkinginthe
footsteps of
CatherineMcAuley, livingour
charism.”

Anéeementary school teacher and
principal for many years, Sister
Petriciaal so served ontheadministra-
tivecouncil for Sistersof Mercy in
Buffalo and was co-director for
associates. Today, sheisastudent
activitiesassistant at Trocaire College,
Buffdo.

Her first hintsthat, perhaps, she
would becomeareligiouscame
during her schooling by the Sisters of
Mercy.

“For me, it wasthe sistersthem-
selveswho modeled what | felt | was
seeking. It seemed to be an attraction
totheir goodness,” shesaid.

Growing up, sheassumed that she
would have acareer asasecretary
and ultimately becomeawifeand
mother. But it washelping thesisters
after school, singinginthechoir and
the dedication and generosity of Sister
Mary Chrigtinathat finally convinced
her to enter the convent.

“| did pray often that God would
show metheway to serve God best,
and all kindsof surprisesawaited me
inMercy. | have experienced an
abundance of God'smercy andlove
and hopefully, inreturn, | waswilling
to offer myself withthegiftsand
talentsto God's peopleinwhatever
way | wasneeded,” shesaid.

. Patricia
Gilbert

SR.MARY PLACIDUS

McDONALD
PITTSBURGH

TheSistersof St. Joseph, who
taught her at St. Titus Grade School,
Aliquippa, Pa., madealastingimpres-
sonwiththeir spirit of joy. Today,
Sister Mary PlacidusMcDonddis
celebrating her goldenjubileeasa
Sister of Mercy.

L ooking back at why she entered
the Sistersof Mercy community in
Pittsburgh, shesaid the* fourth vow”
—sarviceto the poor, sick and unedu-
cated —was quite meaningful to her.

“Thisvow of serviceenablesme
tolivemy responseto God'smercy
tomeandto shareMercy with all
whom | meet and, most especidly,
withthoseinneed,” shesaid.

For the past 45
years, Sister Mary
Placidushasbeen
amedical tech-
nologistat UPMC
Mercy, formerly
Mercy Hospital.
Shesaid the posi-
tion enablesher to
use her education
andtechnicd skills
tohelpthosewho areill.

“Thework hasbeen most satisfy-
ing. However, the many requestsfor
prayersfor peopleand their intentions
has made my ministry most reward-
ing,” shesaid.

Sister Mary Placidusdescribes
hersdf as* quiet, unassuming and
hepful.”

Her hobbiesincludereading,
walking and visting museumsand
flower shows.

SR. GERALDINE MURRAY
BUFFALO

Inthe 1980s, Sister Geraldine
could befoundinrural West Virginia

where shewasaspeech therapistin
schoals, taught adultsto read, visited

S.Mary
Placidus
McDonald
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theedderly, drove ambulancesand
served asan emergency medical tech-
nician. “I learned so muchfromthe
peoplethere; it wasabroadening ex-
perience,” shesad.

Beforeher timeinAppdachia, she
taught primary gradesin Catholic
schoolsintheBuffao area. Also, she
wasaspeech pathologist at Mercy
Hospita, Buffal o, and ahomemaker
for senior citizens. )

Today, sheen-
joysher ministry as
achaplanina
nursing homeand
vigtingtheelderly
and shut-insinthelr
homes.

“I'finditvery
enriching to hear
their lifestoriesand to pray with them,
aswell ashel ping them, insomeway,
topreparetodie,” shesaid.

Shelisted asher favorite quote
from Scriptureonefrom St. Paull,
whichreads, “I candoal thingsin
Christ, who strengthensme.”

“Thispassage empowersmeto
bring Christ to each person. Endur-
anceisavaluetome; thusl have
been arunner for 31 yearsand have
runamarathon—only withGod's
help,” shesad.

Sister Gerddinesaid shehas
foundlivingincommunity with others
who shareacommon goa an enrich-
ing experience. “ Community life,
prayer and ministry have mademy life
asaSister of Mercy very satisfying.”

Sr. Geraldine
Murray

SR. MARY MAGDALINO

NAMUAG
PHILIPPINES

Inthethird grade, Sister Mary
Magdalino Namuag wrote apara-
graphfor her teacher revealing her
desireto beanurseand asister.
Yearslater in high school, shewasin-

(Continued on Page 13)



SR. MARY MAGDALINO
(CONTINUED)

trigued by the story of Florence
Nightingaleand the Sistersof Mercy
who cared for soldierswoundedin
the Crimean War

inthe 1850s.
“Itwasthen
that my wanting = -
to beaSister of i\ “m |
Mercy was la"- -
somewhat N ‘
gjtdllzed, she Sr.Mary Magdalino
' . Namuag
Comingto

Buffalointhe 1950sto study at the
Mercy Hospital School of Nursing,
shewasinspired and excited by the
lifeand prayer of thesisterswho
taught her.

“I could hardly wait tofinishmy
nursing career and enter the Sistersof
Mercy. My vocation developed more
and moreinobservingthesisters,”
shesaid, 50 years|ater.

Sheentered the convent after
graduating fromnursing school. She
worked inthe pediatric ward of the
former St. JeromeHospita, Batavia,
N.Y.

Returning to the Philippines, she
taught high school. Later, shewas
Family Lifeand Natura Family
Planning (NFP) coordinator for the
Prelatureof lligan and Marawi,
coordinator of theFamily Life
Apostolatefor the Pagadian Diocese,
NFPdirector at Makati Medical
Center. Today, sheisNFP
coordinator for the Diocese of
Novaliches Manila

Her other ministriesincluded part-
timechaplain at Makati Medical
Center and director of novices.

“ThewholelifeasaSister of
Mercy issatisfying, being abletolive
in chastity, poverty and obedience
and servethe uneducated aswell as
thesick,” shesaid.

SR. BARBARA ANNE QUINN
PITTSBURGH

Sister BarbaraAnne Quinn
awayswanted towork inchurch
ministry after seeing thewitnessof the
Sistersof Mercy who ministered at
St. Paul Cathedral, Pittsburgh.

So, shefollowed their example
and entered theMercy community in
Pittsburgh. Thisyear marksthe 50"
year asaSister of Mercy for the
former Sister Mary Nora.

“Sistersof Mercy professpov-
erty, chagtity, obedienceand afourth
vow: to servethe poor, sick and un-
educated,” shesaid. “Asl ook back
over thelast 50 years, | consider ita

uniqueprivilegeto have served asa
Catholic educator =
inthisdiocese.
Hopefully, | have
passed thefaithon
tothosel havein-
structed aswell as

thesstersat the S Barbara
cathedral passed it AnneQuinn
ontome,” she
sad.

Sister BarbaraAnnetaught at St.

Regis School in Oakland for 10
years. In 1980, shewasassigned to
S. Agatha/Holy Child Schoal,
Bridgeville, Pa. Shewasnamed prin-
cipal therein 1983 and continuesin
that positiontoday.

“Livingwithacommunity of
women who have madethesame
promiseto God, working and praying
together to support each other inour
individua ministry, isthemost re-
warding aspect of religiouslifefor
me,” shesaid.

SR.KAY SCHWENZER
ROCHESTER

Education, pastora ministry and
missionary work have helped define
religiouslifefor Sister Kay

13

Schwenzer, anativeof Holy Trinity
Parish, Webster, N.Y.

“How grateful | amfor my reli-
giousvocation and how much | love
being aSister of Mercy!” shesaid. “I
believel havegrown and lived out
mercy, loveand :
compasson.”

Shesaid her
lifeinMercy has
beeninfluenced
through avariety of
livingcommunities
and ministry expe-
riences, andthe
wonderful opportunity of beingin
touch with and challenged by the
views, gifts, needs, prioritiesandfaith
of peoplefrom other nationsand cul-
turesthrough my ministry in Chileand
among the L atinosin Rochester and
Yates, Ontario and Wayne counties.”

Sister Kay hasstudiedinanum-
ber of collegesand universtiesinclud-
ing: Nazareth and St. Bernard's1nsti-
tute, Rochester; Ss. Peter and Paul,
Boston; SanAntonio, Texas, Xavier
Univergty, Cincinnati; and at Ingtituto
deldiomas, Cochabamba, Bolivia

Shetaught at Notre DameHigh
Schoal, ElmiraN.Y., andthen minis-
tered for nineyearsasamissonary in
Santiago, Chile, where shewasnov-
icedirector for fiveyears.

Sheserved aspastoral associate
at St. Michael Parish, Rochester, as-
S sting the Spani sh-speaking commu-
nity inthat areaand at Our Lady of
Perpetua Help Parish.

In 2006, she became parish ad-
ministrator at Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, Rochester.

Today, sheispastora minister to
the Hispanic communitiesof Yates,
Ontario and Wayne countiesin New
York Statewith officesin Newark
and Geneva, N.Y.

Sister Kay livesat St. Michadl
community, Lyons, N.Y.

Sr.Kay
Schwenzer



SR. KATHLEEN SWEENEY
BUFFALO

Sister Kathleen Sweeney did not
start out asa Sister of Mercy 50
yearsago, but asa
Franciscan Mis-
sonary Sistersof
theDivineChild.

Asamember
of that community,
sheset up amedi-
cd/dentd clinicin
SanAntonio,
Texas, from 1962-
63. After that, she
taught religiouseducation in parishes
inthe Diocese of Buffalo and Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

Inthemid-1970s, she studied
early childhood education at Trocaire
Callege, Buffalo, and taught third
grade at Immaculate Heart of Mary
School, Buffao.

INn1977, shedecided to transfer
tothe Sistersof Mercy in Buffalo.

“1 wasledto enter the Sisters of
Mercy because of their many
charisms, some of which arewarmth,
love, acceptance and hospitality,” she
sad. “What | find most satisfying
about being aSister of Mercy isbeing
with gifted women who are support-
iveof and committed to serving
women, children and the poor.”

AsaSister of Mercy, she spent
many yearsteachingin schoolsinthe
Dioceseof Buffao.

“My favoriteministry hasbeen
that of teachinglittlechildren. They
are so accepting of what you haveto
say, teach or show them. They are
preciousand innocent; they area
gift,” shesaid.

For the past 18 years, Sister
Kathleen hastaught early childhood
intervention for gradespre-K tofirst
at Our Lady of Victory Schoal,
Lackawanna, N.Y.

N
Sr. Kathleen
Sweeney

SR. LUCY WALAWENDER
ROCHESTER

Sister Lucy Walawender entered
the Sistersof Mercy from St. |saac
JoguesParish, Flemming, N.Y., and
embarked on acareer that hasin-
cluded teaching, pastora ministry and
prayer.

“I am grateful to God for the
gracesof thepast 50 years. | am
grateful, dso, to Sster Rosaria
Hugheswhointroduced metothe
Sistersof Mercy and continued to be
aningpirationinlivingout thecharism
of CatherineMcAuley dongwith
many othersinthiscongregation,” she
sad.

Sister Lucy taught at St. James
School, Rochester. Shealso worked
intheofficesof Notre DameHigh
School, Elmira, N.Y., Our Lady of
Mercy High School and the Sisters of
Mercy administra-
tiveoffice bothin
Rochester.

Sheinitiated
theSt. Mary
Houseof Prayerin
Corning, N.Y.,
wheresheminis-
teredinthe
apostolate of
prayer for eight years.

INn1981, Sister Lucy began
pastoral work in several parishesof
the Rochester Dioceseincluding: Holy
Nameand St. Salome, Rochester; St.
Francis, Phelps; and St. Felix, Clifton
Springs. She coordinated socia out-
reechministriesinElmiraat St.
Patrick Parish and later at St. An-
thony/St. Patrick Cluster parishes.

Today, sheminigterstothesick
andinfirmthrough prayer and asa
volunteer driver for Lifespan organi-
zation. Shelivesin McAuley Commu-
nity at Mercy Center, Rochester.
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Sr.Lucy
Walawender
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SR. MARY ANINE WAPLES
BUFFALO

Sister Mary AnineWaplessaid
her parentsand two aunts, who were
women religious, served aswonderful
examplesfor her
asshewasgrow-
ing up and con-
templating entering
theSistersof
Mercy. Also, her
experienceteach-
ingat . Teresa
School, Buffao,
influenced her decison.

Teaching and school administra-
tionintheDioceseof Buffalo made
up most of her ministry asaSister of
Mercy. Sheserved asprincipa at St
Anthony School, Batavia, N.Y.

“Teaching and watching children
grow and learn, and the excitement
they show when they learned some-
thing, hasbeenthefavorite part of my
minigiries,” shesaid.

Today, sheministersat . Brigid
Outreach, Buffao.

Looking back on50yearsasa
Sister of Mercy, shesaid, “Living my
lifeof serviceand being abletohelp
peoplelessfortunatethan | iswhat |
havefound most satisfying.”

25

SR. BARB STINARD
ROCHESTER

Sr. MaryAnine
Waples

Sister Barb Stinard entered the
Mercy community from Immeaculate
Conception Parish, Ithaca, N.Y., and
took as her motto, “ Christ Jesus, of
You my heart speaks.”

“God hasgifted mewith alifeof
community and serviceasaSister of
Mercy. Parishministry, serviceat

(Continued on Page 15)



SR. BARB (CONTINUED)

CatherineMcAuley’sHousein
Dublin, Ireland, and companioning
Mercy Association have been among
thejoysof these 25
years,” shesaid.

Shewas pastord
associateat the
Church of the Good
Shepherd, Henrietta,
N.Y.,and at S. John
theEvangdist Church,
Spencerport, N.Y.

L ater, shewaspastoral administrator
a St. Christopher Church, North
Chili, N.Y.,and at Holy Cross
Church, Dryden, N.Y.

In 2004, shetraveled to Ireland
and ministered asheritage coordinator
and team member at Mercy Interna-
tional Centre, Dublin. Later, shewas
coordinator of donor relationsand
development at the Sistersof Mercy
adminigrativeofficesin Rochester.

Currently, sheisco-coordinator
of Mercy Association at Mercy Cen-
ter, Rochester.

VIRGINIA CONAHAN
Mercy Associate
PITTSBURGH

Ask VirginaConahan what
prompted her to becomeaMercy
Associateand you'll get asmple, but
clear answer.

“1 becameaMercy Associate be-
causeof my lovefor theMercy Sis-
terswho taught me, and al'soworking
withthemat St. Colman Parish (Turtle
Creek, Pa),” shesaid.

Sheespecialy recallsher experi-
enceworkingwith SistersLinda
M cCutcheon and thelate Anthony
Albrightat St. Colman’s.

Today, she celebrates 25 years of
Mercy Association.

(Continued on Page 16)
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Phl|lpplneS|SteI’Spl’OfESSVOWS

Two Sigtersof
Mercy professed
perpetua vowsinthe
Philippineson June13.

SistersJosefinade
Guzmanand Teresita
Fernandez Magdlon
madetheir professionsat
CorpusChrigti Church,
[ligan, Mindanao,
Philippines. Sster Nancy
Hoff, NyPPaw
president, presided over
theceremony. Sister

KathleenAnnKaolb,

NyPPaW’s coordinator

of hedth and wellness,

a so attended the ceremony.
Hereisalook at thetwo sisters:

SR. JOSEFINA DE GUZMAN

Severd yearsago, Sister Josefina
had been working asalay missionary
doctor north of Manilaat amission
hospital managed by the Holy Spirit
Sisters, before shereturnedto
OzamisCity totakecareof her ailing
father. During that time, shebecamea
member of the Tertiary Order of the
Discalced Carmelites.

“Asatertiary, | becamemoreand
morefamiliar withanamazing blend
of contemplationand action. Itis
possible! In OzamisCity, | had the
chanceto dojust that: taking care of
my father and otherswho cameinto
my clinic, and reaching out to street
children.”

In 2000, shemovedtoIligan City
towork at Mercy Community
Hospital whereshehad alife-
changing experience: shemet the
Sistersof Mercy. She participatedin
aSistersof Mercy “search-in”

Pictured, from left, are Sister Josefinade Guzman and
Sister Teresita Fernandez M agallon, who professed
perpetual vowson June13.

program after shevolunteered to
servethesick and poor intheoutlying
partsof the province of Lanao del
Norte, Mindanao.

“I heardtheLord svoiceloud
and clear! Theblend (of contem-
plation and action) iscompleted by
thereligiousvowsof poverty, chastity
and obedience. And not only that,
thereisafourth vow, to servethe
poor, the sick and the uneducated!
Indeed, God'sgraceisamazing,” she
sad.

Today, sheislaboratory
supervisor a Mercy Community
Hospital and ministerstothesick at
theMercy MobileClinic, bothin
[ligan City.

Sister Josefinawantsto model her
lifeafter CatherineMcAuley.

“Her pathway isthat of aliving
witnessof Christ’spresenceinthe
world. | doit by beingloving,
emphasizing hospitdity and pursuing
theintegrity of word and deed
befittingardigioussiger,” shesad.

(SeePHILIPPINES 0N Page 16)



VIRGINIA (CONTINUED)

A widow with threegrown chil-
dren, shewasapara-professional at
Good Shepherd School, Braddock,
Pa.

Sheearned a
degreeinrdigious
educationfrom
DuquesneUniver-
Sty, Pittsburgh,and |
taught religiousedu- |
cationfor 30years  virginia Conahan
at St. Colman
School inkindergartenthroughthe
eighth grade. Also, shehasbeen as-
sistant manager of theprogramfor 16
years.

Sheisamember of the Catholic
Daughtersof theAmericasfor which
sheserved asvice-regent. SheAlso
servesin prayer shawl ministry.

What doesVirginiaenjoy about
Mercy Association?

“Prayingwiththesstersat the
Convent of Mercy and al'so meeting a
lot of good Mercy Associateswho
becamemy best friendsin Mercy,”
shesaid.

EILEEN O’BRIEN

Mercy Associate
ROCHESTER

Eileen O’ Brienenjoyed her minis-
try at St. Mary Parishindowntown
Rochester, where
shehdpedwithlit-
urgy, theRiteof
ChridgianInitiation
of Adultsandwasa
Eucharigicminiger.
Theresheworked

with Mercy Sster
Kathleen Milliken,
whom shecredited withinfluencing
her to becomeaMercy Associate 25
yearsago.

It wasadecisionthat hasbrought
her joy.

Eileen O'Brien

“1 am ableto put the corporal
and spiritual worksof Mercy touse,”
shesaid.

Shesaid her favoritequotefrom
CatherineMcAuley is, “Let nothing
delight me but the hope of coming to
the possession of thee, my God, and
my al intheeverlasting kingdom.”

Eileen, who graduated from Our
Lady of Mercy High School, Roch-
ester, isretired asaninformation sys-
temsspeciaist fromthe Center for
Environmenta Information, Roches-
ter.

A widow, shehastwo children
and six grandchildren. Shesaid she
enjoyswatching the new associates
grow and learn about new ideasto
advance Mercy.

KATHY PEASE
Mercy Associate
ROCHESTER

Kathy Pease haslong been asso-
ciaedwiththeSis B .
tersof Mercy. Sheis f
agraduate of Our
Lady of Mercy High
School, Rochester.
Infact, sheentered
the pre-postulant
program before de-
ciding to head into another direction.
Shemarried and 25 yearsago be-
cameaMercy Associate.

“1 wanted to be connected with
thesgtersinthisway,” shesaid.

ShefindsbeingaMercy
Asodiatespiritudly fulfilling.

“Whenyouliveinaworldwith
so muchviolenceandturmoil, itis
very supportiveto beaffiliated witha
group of peoplewho stand up for
the poor and have Christian values.”

Kathy teachesvoca musicinthe
Roydton Heartland Elementary
School Didtrict.

Kathy Pease
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SR.TERESITA FERNANDEZ
MAGALLON

Sister Teresita'sdecisonto
becomeaSister of Mercy was
influenced by thesisters' pastoral
ministry inthelndigenous Peoples
ApostolateinIpil Prelature,
Zamboanga Sibugay Province,
Mindanao, wheretoday sheis
coordinator.

“I consider it aprivilegetobe
withthem on how westruggleto fight
for lifeingriving for abrighter
tomorrow. Most of our peopleliving
inthemountainsneed an education
and, asour fourth vow says, wecare
for thesick, poor and uneducated,”
shesaid.

Shejoined the Sistersof Mercy
severa yearsago, but realized that
shewastoo young for that typeof life
and went back home. Yearslater,
however, shedecided toreturnto the
convent to partakein God'smission.

“1 wasmoreresponsibleand
matureinlooking at life'swider and
deeper meaning and willing to share
themany gracesand surprisesof our
Lord. | feltaninner joy,” shesaid.

Sister Teresitaexplained that she
wasattracted to thesmplelifestyle of
the Sitersof Mercy.

“1 want to bea Sister of Mercy
responding to the needs of our times
and creation, to becomealight and
hopefor those who hunger for peace
and to be a God-centered person,”
shesaid.



