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Sisters of Mercy, New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community

Minigtries, futurefocusof sponsor ship meeting

Sister BonnieHeh remembersCaral, an
Inner-city, singlemother of four whowasa
substance abuser convicted of dealing drugs.

They met at Intersection, Inc., aPittsburgh-
areasocid service ministry sponsored by the
Sistersof Mercy to providethe poor and
marginalized with food, clothing, health services,
individual support and referrals. Foundedin
1972 by Sister Peg O’ Neill, Intersection serves
morethan 2,500 clientseach year.

According to Bonnie, Intersection’sfinance
director, Sister Peg encouraged Carol to usethe
timeinwhich shewould beincarcerated by
working to free herself from her addiction.

Six yearslater, Carol wasout of jail and
with Peg’sencouragement, left M cK eesport

whereprevioudy shehad faleninto substance
abuseand relocated to aresidentia programin
downtown Pittsburgh wherethe pitfallsof going
back to her former way of lifewould beless-
ened.

Carol creditsPegwith helping her turn her
lifearound, “ Sister Peg had abelief that some-
thinginmewasworth salvaging.”

Today, Carol —and one of her daughters—
areseniorsat Mercy-sponsored Carlow Univer-
Sty. Bonniesaid Intersection hasoccasionally
helped Carol pay for textbooks and she some-
timesdropsby for food, conversation and
encouragement. “| really enjoy seeing her when

(See SPONSORSHI P on Page 4)

Rochester women makejourneytordigiouslife

Daysbefore shewasto taketemporary
vowsin Rochester asaSister of Mercy, Sister
Jennifer Langwaspraying at theMercy Re-
giona Housein Mindanao, Philippines. This
wasno ordinary prayer. Sheand otherswere
prayingwith Sistersof Mercy for the safety of
the peopletherefollowing aseriesof terrorist
attacks.

Theattacksby theMoro Idamic Liberation
Front onAug. 17 in Mindanao, where severd
Mercy ministriesarelocated, took nearly 30
lives. None of the sisterswere harmed, but they
wereevacuated to safety; Jennifer among them.

On Sept. 6, Jennifer and Sister Madeline
Rockwell professed their temporary vows.
They will bedigibleto professfina vowsin
threeyears.

“I’ll leaveit up to God asto what kind of
womanreligious! will be. | just want tobe

g 2 ! l

Sister Jennifer Lang visitswith one of themothers,
whowasdishingup ameal of hot porridgeand chick-
enfor children at theMercy MobileClinicin thevil-
lageof Lala, Philippines.

myself and allow othersto dothesame,” said
Jennifer, faith formation coordinator a Holy

(See SISTERS on Page 5)
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Advent challengesusto keep alert

By Sr. Patricia Prinzing, NyPPaW Vice President

“What is it that keeps us alert to
today’s challenges? Of the many
challenges, which ones do we
choose to address? How do we |
attempt an answer, a solution?

T hebeautiful colorsof autumnare givingway to bare
trees, snow fences and the appearance of snow plows.
The churchyear movesusfrom ordinary timetothe
season of Advent, callingusto“keep dert.”

Our membership discuss onswith the Community
L eadership Team have challenged usto locate oursel ves at
theedgesof lifefor mission. Itisat theseedgesthat we
struggleto know whereweasNew York, Pennsylvania,
Pacific West Community need to beinministry today. Itis
at these edgeswediscern how weare called to bein community lifeintoday’s
reality. No day isordinary; every day wemust stay a ert to challenges of
mission and ask our God for the courage and direction we need to answer that
cdl.

Sr. Patricia Prinzing

Itisfrom the depths of our soulsthat we discern and discover ever new
our call to serveto those who are poor, sick and uneducated. Perhaps one of
the greatest challengesisto discern how to respond to need. Systemic change,
direct service, prayer and many other modesare availableto us. Sometimes
thefastest answer isnot awaysthe best; the problemsweface today often are
theresult of yesterday’s* solutions.”

| believethat prayer, community lifeand supportivefriendshipshelp guide
our decision making, leading usto respond to the challenge of missionas
individuas, asaNew York PennsylvaniaPecific West Community, asan
I nstitute and as consecrated women inthe Church.

Thebaretrees, snow fences and appearance of snow plowskeep usaert
to thecomingwinter. What isit that keepsusdert to today’ s challenges? Of
the many challenges, which onesdo we chooseto address? How do we
attempt an answer, asolution?

AswemoveintoAdvent, let usgiveourselvesthetimeto becomeaert
onceagain to thetending of our personal and communal prayer, our
community lifeand our friends, sothat our passionfor missionwill call usto
theedge.



COMMENTARY

By Sr. PatriciaM cCann

Refl ecting onthe historic Nov. 4,
2008, election of Barack Obamaas
44th president of the United States, |
am struck by what apotentially
transformativemoment thisis.

Hopeand joy radiated around
theworld. Who could missthe
symbolismof unity capturedin
Chicago’'sGrant Park onelection
night whentheblack Obamafamily
and thewhite Biden family gathered
on stage hugging and greeting one
another amid cheersof 70,000-plus
Americansof al races, creedsand
ethnic backgrounds?

After two yearsof campaigns,
primaries, debates, political adsand
endlessanalysison CNN, MSNBC
and umpteen“talk shows,” the
electionisover. Mixedfedings
remain: elation at the outcome, relief
that along campai gn season ended,
nostalgiafor the camaraderieand
energy generated among campaign
workers, and most of dl, redlization
that thereal work of implementing
the* paliticsof hope” must now
begin.

AsAmericans, wehaveto
embracethesacrificetowhich
President-elect Obamaalludedin
order to recapture and build upon
concernfor thecommon good.
Greed-based lifestylesand unbal -
anced consumption of theworld's
resources need to giveway to
deepened concern for the good of
neighbor, nationa and international
cooperation, and to amore sustain-
ableapproach to natural resources
and theenvironment.

If thereisto be peace, we need
to tamp down power mongering and
xenophobicfear andliveascitizens
of theworldrather than asnationalis-

tic*America
firsters” Weneedto
redesign hedlth care
and educational
systemssothat al
people have afford-
ableaccess. These Sr. Patricia
aregtarting points McCann
toward the grounded-in-hope change
of which President-elect Obama
Speaks.

AsAmerican Catholics, weface
particular challengesaswell.
Throughout thecampaign, | expei-
enced the disconnected fedling of
hearing evangdica churchesarticu-
late principlesof Catholic socia
teachingwhich | sudied/taughtinmy
lifetime, whileat thesametime
individud Catholic bishopswiththeir
mora pronouncementsand threats
sounded morelikeold-timeevangeli-
cd fundamentdigs

Theguiddinesof theU.S.
Conferenceof Catholic Bishopsin
“Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call
to Political Responsibility” provided
aclear assessment of theinterrel at-
ednessof thewholegamut of life
issuesand theroleof consciencein
voting decisons. Someindividua
bishops, however, appeared to take
exception to those guidelines— and
invery publicways.

Onthe other hand, some conver-
sationsamong committed Catholics

“Painfully difficult as it
is, we need to work
together toward a
new political strategy
to effect an authentic
pro-life culture which
can be embraced by
most Americans ...”’

3

. Reflecting on the presidential election

indicated more ability to addressthe
complexity of political strategy
related tolifeissues— including anti-
abortion and euthanasia— than did
thepastoral letters of somebishops
whichfocused solély on anti-abortion
isolated fromall themoral concerns
that affect it: poverty, teen-age
pregnancy andtheanti-lifeculture
created by racismand war. Thisis
not ahelpful situation either for the
church or for society.

Thefuture demandsthat wecall
oneanother — Republicans,
Democrats, Independents, bishops/
clergy andlaity —to continue
didogue ontheseissueswith each
other and withthelarger community.
Painfully difficult asitis, weneedto
work together toward anew political
strategy to effect an authentic pro-life
culturewhich can be embraced by
most Americans, whether Catholics
or others.

Our new president-to-beclearly
articulateshisconviction that abor-
tionisaseriousmoral concern. He,
too, standsfor the sacrednessof life,
thedignity of al peopleand the quest
for thecommon good. Itisnot
helpful for Catholicsto* pull upthe
moat bridge’ inakind of siege
mentality and attempt to addressthis
issueaone. Resultsfromtherecent
election verify that thisisneither
desirableor workable.

Itistimefor the Catholic com-
munity to call upon the guidance of
theHoly Spirittoassist usinthe
processof building political/lega
drategy groundedinagenuinely life-
affirming consensusthat canwork in
areligioudy diversepopulation.

Sster Patricia McCann is archivist
in Pittsburgh and writes on social
justice issues.
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shestopsin. We have becomefriends,” Bonniesaid.

Carol now wantsto use her educationto makea
differencefor others, Bonniesaid. Shewould liketowork
withyoung women, helping them to build self-esteem and
teachingthemlifeskills.

Bonnietold that story at the NyPPaW sponsorship
council’sNov. 9-10 meetingin Buffal 0. Representatives
of NyPPaW'’sseparately incorporated ministrieseach
told astory about someonewho has been served by their
respectiveminigry.

During themeeting Nov. 9, three Sistersfrom the
Northeast Community shared with NyPPaW’s Education
and Ministry sponsorship councilstheir experiencein
working on §ponsorship i ssues.

Themeeting on Nov. 10 involved NyPPaW’s spon-
sorship council members, administratorsand board chairs
from sponsored ministries, and the Community L eader-
ship Team. According to Georgine, many ministries
discussed therising costsand other issuesshared in
common.

“Thisisthefirg timethisgroup hasbeen together,”
said Sister Georgine Scarpino, NyPPaW sponsorship
director.

Sister Lorraine LaVigne, sponsorship director for the
Northeast, said she and her group told NyPPaw about
the membership rolesin the sponsorship structure, and
how it wasto work with differinglevelsof skillsand
knowledge needed to govern.

“Themajor focusof the council inthefirst twoyears
has been to strengthen mission integration for the spon-
sored minigtries,” said Lorraine, who was accompanied
by SistersLillian Framer and BarbaraMcL ean.

Lorraineexplained that Northeast eventually com-

Pictured at the sponsor ship meeting Nov. 9in Buffaloin the
front row, from left, are: SistersLillian Fraher, Georgine
Scarpinoand Joan Sherry. Intheback row, from left, are
SistersBarbaraMclL ean and LorraineLaVigne. Lillian,
Barbaraand L orrainearewith theNortheast Community and
shared with NyPPawW member stheir experience of sponsor ship
councils.

bined their two sponsorship councilsinto one. Shesaid
working with sponsored ministriesnow iscrucia.

“Therewill comeatimewhentherewill not be Sisters
of Mercy ableto serveinleadership positionseither as
administratorsor on boardsof trustees, and it isimportant
that we educate and form our lay partnersto carry onthe
mission of mercy inthese sponsored minigtries,” shesaid.

Georginesaid theinformation provided by Northeast
was helpful to NyPPawW’sdiscussion on Nov. 10. At that
meeting, she shared documents on rolesand the process
for board nominationsfor those whose appointments
wereup for renewa. “ Thiswasagreat opportunity to get
to know peopleandtheir ministries,” shesaid.

Soriesabout NyPPaW ministriestouch hearts

According to Sister Georgine Scarpino, NyPPaw
sponsorship director, arepresentative of each NyPPawW
ministry told participantsat the sponsorship meeting Nov.
10 about someone served by that ministry.

“Thosestorieswerevery touching,” Georginesaid.

Sister Mary Walter Hickey, president at Notre Dame
High School, ElImira, N.Y., shared the story of Angela
Stevenson, anAfrican-American girl who appeared to
havetrouble navigating the hallsand opening her locker.
Mary Walter derted the freshman’sgrandmother who

took her to adoctor. Thediagnosis: abraintumor.

After 22 hoursof surgery, thegirl beganadow
recovery and was ableto complete her limited schedule
asaninth-grader. Sheeventudly finished high school in
2002 and entered college.

Angelacontacted her former high school four years
after her graduationto report that shewasin the hospita
with aconditionlater diagnosed aslupus. Shewastaken

(SeeEMPTY on Page5)
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toalarger hospital in Rochester, where shedied on Jan.
17, 2006, ashort timelater. Sister Nancy Kelly, Notre
Dame'sassstant principal, officiated at thefuneral at the
request of Angela sbrothers.

Following her death, thegirl’sfamily designated a
scholarship in her nameto be used for studentswho
cannot afford tuition.

Today, ayoung man, who wanted to enroll at Notre
Damebecausehedidn’'t want tofall into gang activity like
someof hisneighbors, isbenefiting from that scholarship.
Theschool ishelping the boy, whosefather iscriticaly ill,
work through hislearning difficulties. Indl, threestudents
—two of them African-American—have benefited fromthe
scholarship.

“Wearevery proud of hissuccess,” Mary Walter said.
“We extend mercy and compassion to sick and unfortu-
nate, aswell asfinancetuitionfor minority sudents.”

Mercy Associate Chris Tombaugh, executivedirector
of the Mercy Center for Women, Erie, talked about a
week afew yearsago in which few things seemedto go
according to plan. On aMonday, she had hoped to pick
up samplesfor anew carpet at the center, only to havethe
task postponed several timesby other needs.

Then, oneof theclientsliving at the center, arefugefor
homelesswomen, |eft and did not return. On Wednesday
of that week, theclient called wanting to return. She had
relapsed into her addictionto acohol. Christold her that
shehadto return right away. Thewoman, who would not
reveal her location, did not return.

Two dayslater, Chrisreceived another call fromthe
woman wanting to come back to the center. Chrissaid that
shewould wait for her. After two hours, theclient never
appeared.

So, Chrisfinally left to pick up the carpet samples. As
shedrove, avoicein her head told her tolook at her gas
gauge, which read empty. Shewondered how shewould
get acrosstown with hardly any gas. She prayedto have
enough gasto get to the next gas station several blocks
away. But once shearrived, each of theeight pumpshad a
signthat read, “ Out of Gas.”

Off shewent to search for another station.

“1 continued on for milesout of my way, praying the
wholeway that | wouldn’t run out of gas,” sherecalled.

Finally, shefound one. Frazzled, shejumped out of the
car and beganfilling her thirsty gastank when, for no
reason she could explain, shelooked at aphonebooth to
her | eft. There, on the phone, washer missing client.

“l wasastonished,” Chrissaid. She approached her,
touched her arm and called her nameto get thewoman’s
atention.

Chrissaid: “ Sheturned around in amazement. * What
areyou doing here? shesaidinastartled voice. Theonly
thingthat | could get out of my mouth was, * God sent

Sherelated to the client about not being ableto get to
Erie' swestsdeuntil theend of theweek, forgetting to get
gasand then nearly running on empty asshelooked for a
station at whichtofill up. And then shefindsthegas
station at which her client wasmakingacall.

“Wow, did God use me, and did God ever lovethis
woman. Heknew shewouldn’t come back, and He sent
meto rescue her,” Chrissaid.

Christook the woman back to the center, where she
completed its substance-abuse recovery program. Today,
sheisan aumnaof the center.

“Godissurely inthisplace. Each day at Mercy Center
we provide opportunity for change,” Chrissaid.

Sisters (from Page 1)

Apostles/Holy Family Parish, Rochester.

“Themost important gift we haveto giveothersisthe
gift of oursalves,” Jennifer said.

Added Madeline, “1 want to be the best that | can be
and be present to thoseto whom | minister and to the
sistersin my community.” Maddineisachild advocate at
both Casade Misercordiaand Lamar Bruni Varga Educa
tional Center, which arepart of Mercy Ministries of
Laredo, Texas.

Jennifer’swork in thePhilippines

During her visit to the Philippines, Jennifer worked
with Filipinamotherswho work hard to make soap to
supplement their family incomes. They aso hel ped make
herbal medicinesand preparefood for theMercy Mobile
Clinic’'sfeeding program.

(SeePHIL|PPINESo0n Page6)
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“Asl left thevillageof Lala, | felt adeepening sense of
joy inmy heart as| was ableto witness God’s compassion
for God’'sown peoplein the hands, eyesand words of the
sstersand their companions,” shesaid.

Today in her parishwork, she said sheisamazed by
thefaith of parishionersand especially how children unfold
inGod'slove.

“I am continually surprised by the connections God
allowsto happeninmy lifeandinthelivesof others,” she
sad.

Madeline sministry crossesborders

Asachild advocate, Madeline explained that she plans
activitiesfor childrenliving at the shelter and makessure
they have school clothing and supplieswhen they returnto
school. At theeducationa center, shehelpsplan activities
for the children of former residentswho come back to
attend aweekly support group. The center a so hosts
many celebrationsincluding al mgor holidaysaswell as
Mother’sDay and fiestasfor Mexican daysof celebration.

Also, she spends Sunday afternoonsat ashelterin
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, giving foot massagesto people
who are hoping to crossthe border.

Madeline considersher ministry along the border of
the United Statesand Mexicoto beablessing.

“ I finditinspiring to see how the staff at Casaand the
educational center, aswell asvolunteers— many of them
former residents— and partnersfrom the Laredo commu-
nity areworking together to addressthe needs of women
and children who cometotheshelter. Thereisnothing
better to seein thisministry than thereturn of asmileon
theface of awoman who has endured more than we can
everimagine,” shesaid.

Teaching, servicepart of Jennifer’sjourney

Jennifer, who grew up in South Buffalo with her two
brothersand onesister, first thought of becomingasisterin
thethird gradewhen two sisterscameto her classtotalk
about themobilemedica vaninthePhilippines.

“| remember drawing picturesand writing stories of
medoing the samething. | wasawaysfascinated by the
church and helping others,” shesaid.

After graduating from S. Bonaventure University,
Olean, N.Y., with adegreein masscommunications, she
wasdrawn to serveothers. Her journey beganwith the

SistersJennifer Lang, left, and M adeline Rockwell, right,
professed their temporary vowsas Sister sof M ercy on Sept. 6 at
Mercy Center, Rochester. Pictured in themiddleafter the
ceremony isSister Cynthia Serjak, NyPPaW incor poration
minister.

Franciscan Volunteer Ministry andwork at &. Francis
House, ashelter in Boston for menwho werehomeless. A
year later, shetaught at St. John Indian School ontheGila
River ReservationinArizona. When the school closed, she
moved to New York City toteach third gradersat St.
Aloysius School and help start asummer camp for middle-
school girls. Then, itwasoff tolllinoistowork at LaSalle
Manor, aretreat center for teenagers.

Shewasinvited toteach at LaEscuelade San Jose, a
mobilemigrant school in Fremont, Ohio, and Plant City,
Fla., sponsored by the Sistersof Mercy of theAmericas.
There, she sensed astrong connectionto Mercy.

“I realized that Mercy was part of my past, and my
present was hel ping meto trust it could be part of my
future. So, | took aleap,” shesaid.

During her “inquiry year,” shefinished her master’s
degreein education and taught theology at St. Martin of
Tours Schoal, Buffao.

Sheentered the Mercy community in Buffalo and, asa
candidate, taught English to seventh- and eighth-gradersat
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, Orchard Park.
Also, shetaught religious education at St. Ambrose Parish,
Buffdo.

During her novitiate, shevolunteered inthe pastoral
caredepartment of Laredo Medical Center, Laredo,
Texas, and taught religiouseducation at El Cenizo colonnia
near Laredo.

Then, shemoved to Rochester to continuethe

(SeeHOSPITALITY on Page7)
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Philippinewoman returnshometobe‘blessingfor others

GregoriaLoren Smithis
agracioushost.

A nativeof the Philip-
pines, sheseatsavigtorin
her cozy livingroomin
North East, Pa., and briefly
disappearsinto her kitchen.
Shereturnswith aninfec-
tioussmileand aplatter of
fruit,asmal plateof
eggrollsand aPhilippine
dish of chickenand as-
sorted vegetablesonrice
noodlescalled” pangit.”
And, ohyes, acan of
Coca-Cola.

“YougotoaPhilippine
homeand you ezt, ez,
eat!” shesaidwithaquick

Tha givingpiritis
woven strongly inthefabric
of her life, someof which
wasstrongly influenced by
theSister of Mercy inErie.
A recently retired machine
operator from Welch Food
Plantin North East, Gregy,
assheisknown, istaking
that spirit back to her
hometown: Genera Triasin
theprovince of Caviteon
the Philippineidand of
Luzon. On her tripthere
thispast spring, shebegan
totransform athree-
bedroom ranch-stylehome
owned by her family intoa
center for poor children.

GregoriaL oren Smith proudly displaysphotosof children she
hashelped in her native Philippines.

of others, and now | want
tohelp others,” shesaid,

laugh.

“1 grew upwiththehelp

H OSpltal Ity (from Page 6)

apostolic year of her novitiate. She
becameapastora associateat St.
CharlesBorromeo Parish and
worked on mission integration at Our
Lady of Mercy High School before
her current minitry.

Madeline: Mercy sister, mother

Madelinecamefromavery close
Catholicfamily in Binghamton, N.Y.,
and, seeing theexampleof the
Franciscan Sisters, considered
religiouslifeat ayoung age. But after
high school, sheearned associate
degreesinmedical recordsand
chemical technology andworkedina
doctor’soffice.

Shemarried and with her husband
had two girlsand aboy. But the
coupledivorced, leaving Maddineto
raisethechildren, then aged two, four
and six. Madeline operated aday

care center out of her homewhile
sheworked hard to raise her chil-
dren.

“| perseveredinfaithand had a
lot of support from family and
friends. | learned how blessed and
graced | redlly was,” shesaid.

Asher children got ol der,
Madelinegot moreinvolvedinthe
life of her parish. ShewasaEucha-
ristic minister at Immaculate Con-
ception Parish, Ithaca, N.Y. There,
shereceived caregiver trainingwith
Stephen’sMinistry and listened to
thestrugglesof hurting people.

Onceher childrenleft home, she
waslooking to make moreof a
differencefor others. Over time, she
considered becoming aSister of
Mercy, adecision supported by her
family.

“l wasdrawn to the Sisters of
Mercy by their hospitality and
learning about CatherineMcAuley

(SeeGregy’
on Page 8)

showing photosof smiling

and her passion for the poor and
servicetowomen and children,” she
sad.

Shemoved to Rochester and was
accepted asacandidatein June
2004. During her timeasacandidate,
shewasateacher’sassistant at Seton
Catholic School and volunteered at
Mercy Outreach Center and the
Mercy Center onAging, al in Roch-
ester. Shealso completed work for a
bachelor’sdegreein community and
human servicesfrom Empire State
College, Rochedter.

Madeline spent her novitiateyear
in Laredo where shevolunteered at
theLaredo Medical Center. Shea so
worked withwomen and childrenin
the education center sponsored by the
Sistersof Mercy.

“Catherinesaid that God can
bend and change any of hiscreatures
for hispurposes. That pretty much
hasbeenmy life,” shesaid.



38

Sistersof Mercy I\/Iassrecalls Russert S Ilfe Iegacy

Minutesbeforea invariousways
Memorial Massfor NBC during Mass.
Newsjourndigt Tim “Wewant people
Russert, Mercy Sister toremember Tim's
LucilleSocciardli smiledas  legacy. | am so proud
shelooked out at nearly of theSistersof
1,000 peoplewho had Mercy for doing
cometo Our Lady of this,” shesaid.
Victory Basllica, Russert, Wash-
Lackawanna, N.Y. ington bureau chief

“Timwouldhaveliked  for NBC Newsand
this: the people, warm moderator of the
westher, sunshineandthe political newspro-
BuffdoBillsarewinning gram“Meet the

right now,” shesaid.
TheMass Sept. 15was
sponsored by the Sisters of

2008.

Press,” died June 13,

SderLucille a

Mercy Sister Lucille Socciarelli, pictured at far left, poseswith mem-
bersof Tim Russert’ sfamily just beforeaMemorial Massfor theNBC
Newsjournalist Sept. 15in Lackawanna, N.Y. Pictured with Lucille,
from left, are: Maureen Orth, Russert’ swife; Patricia Scozzar o, his
sister; Russert’sfather, Timothy J. “Big Russ’” Russert; hissisters,
K athleen Russert Hughesand Betty Ann Buckenroth,; and hisnephew,
Jesse Hughes.

theMass, Sister Nancy
Hoff, president of the New
York, Pennsylvania,

Mercy of theAmericas longtimefriend of at theMass. Russert’swife,
New York, Pennsylvania, Russert and the seventh- Maureen Orth, and his
PacificWest Community of  gradeteacher whosteered  father, best known as*Big
whichBuffaoispart. himtowardjournalism,sat  Russ,” wereat theMass.
Mercy Sdtersparticipated withmembersof hisfamily Inawelcomebefore

‘Gr egy’ (from Page 6)

children shemet on her recent trip.

Sheleft Erietowork on her
project in September and will return
to Eriein December to sell her local
home. Then shewill returntolivein
thePhilippines.

“Whenyou help astranger you
aremoreblessed,” shesays.

Shehasalready set up alibrary
with books she and othershave
gathered in the United State and
shipped to the Philippinesaong with
clothing and other items. And she
looksforwardtogiving childrena
placeto goand participateinlearning
withfunactivities, muchlikethose
utilized at Erie sMercy Center for
Women, and theHouse of Mercy’s
KidsClub, where shevolunteered.
Other ideaswere gleaned from
ministriesoffered by the Erie
Benedictine Sistersand the Sisters of

St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsyl-
vania
FriendsintheEriearearecently
hosted aretirement party for Gregy at
which they raised $500 for afounda-
tion that bearsher name. Thefounda-
tionwill hdpfundtheactivitiesand
foodfor children. Shealsoisestab-
lishingaverson of the Big Brothers
and Big Sistersprogramstherethat
will providechildren with adultswith
whom to shareactivitiesand friend-
ship. Participantsat her retirement
party sponsored children who were
photographed during her last tripto
Generd Trias.
Sherecountsanincident during
that visitinwhich someof thechildren
towhom shedistributed Hershey
Kisses candy decided to takethem
hometo be shared with their families.

(SeeRussert on Page 9)

“That redly touched me,” she
sad.

Gregy worked asaMercy
volunteer at the Community Country
Day School in Erie. Shortly after that
shemoved to Philadel phiawhere she
me her future husband, who, two
yearsafter their marriage, died of
cancer. Mercy Sister Felice Duska,
then director for the Mercy Volunteer
Programin Erie, convinced Gregy to
returnto Erie. There, shefound ajob
and volunteered for several ministries
and formed friendshipswith other
Mercy SisterslikeRitaBrockeand
Mary Ann Bader.

Theexperiencesin Erieand other
placeshave helped her in getting to
where sheistoday.

“If you have been blessed, bea
blessingfor others,” shesaid.
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Mary AliceWalz of Buffalo, N.Y., signsamemorial
book at a Mass Sept. 15toremember Tim Russert.

Pacific West Community, called
Russert awell-respected journaist
who put faithand family first and
thought often of the Sistersof
Mercy who educated him.

“Faith shaped theway helived
hislife,” shesaid. “What madehim
so specia isthat hewasoneof us;
hewasproud of hisBuffaloroots.”

Inahomily, Jesuit Father John
Mattimore said Russert wasa
humble man who thought of others.
“Hewasamanwho knew that
anything that God gavehimwasto
beused for others,” said Father
Mattimore, main celebrant of the
Mass. Fifteen other priests
concelebrated.

Thepriest said Russert learned
fromwomenwho arecalled by the
“great nameof Sister of Mercy.”

Hedefined " mercy” asanother
word for God.

“Mercy meansdoing good for
thoseinneed and helping al you
can...OnJunel3, Tim
met God, whoismercy,” hesaid.

Hundreds of peoplesigned

memorial booksat each entrance
tothebaslica. Oneof them, Tim
McCarthy of Hamburg, N.Y.,
waited patiently onthe hot and
humid afternoon to sign the book.

“(Russert) wasanicon,” he
said. “Hemeant somuchto
Buffalo and theworld. Hewasa
man of family andfaith.”

After sgningamemoria book
Mary Alice Walz said shegrew up
threeblocksfrom Russert in South
Buffdo.

“Hedid somuchfor the Sisters
of Mercy,” shesaid.

After Communion, Mercy
Sisterssangthe” Suscipe,” a
prayer of their foundress,
CatherineMcAuley.

Sigter Lucillesaidthat the
Masswasawonderful way to
remember Russert’slife. And as
for Russert’sbeloved Buffalo Bills
of theNational Footbal | League,
they camefrom behind that Sun-
day afternoon to beat the Jackson-
villeJaguars, 20-16, to givethem
their best sartinfiveyears.

Buffalo SistersVirginiaMarie Grasso, left, and L ucille Socciarelli are
interviewed by a Buffalotelevision newsreporter beforetheMemorial Mass.

Sistersof Mercy from Buffalo participated in
variousministriesof theMemorial Mass.
Threesistersarepictued in theopening
procession. Nearly 1,000 peopleattended the
Massat Our Lady of Victory Basilica,
Lackawanna, N.Y. A childhood neighbor,
MaryAliceWalz, said Russert did much for
theSistersof Mercy.
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NyPPaW
Anti-racism training

Morethan 40 Mercy Sister sand associatesfrom acrossthe
Instituteparticipated in an introductory anti-racism training
programAug. 15-17. NyPPaW representativesattending were,
from left, Mercy Associate M ary Jane L ongo (Pittsbur gh),
Sister AnneCurtis(Rochester and member of thelnstitute

L eader ship Team) and Sister Guadalupe L umantas(NyPPaw

L eader ship Team). Seated isSister Jean Murin (Pittsburgh).

SistersGuadalupe“Loly” Lumantasand M ercy Associate
AngieGiuffrewereamongthosewho participated in theprotest
and prayer vigil Nov. 21-23to closethemilitary training School
of theAmericasat Fort Benning, Ga. Pictured at theprotest,
from left, areAileen Hayes, astudent from Catholic Univer sity
of America, Washington, D.C., whoparticipated in Mercy
Challengethispast spring; Angieand Loly.

Thepresidentsof theMercy collegeswithin NyPPawW met Aug.
14 at Mercyhurst College, Erie, to shareideasand work on
waysin which tocollaborate. Pictured, from left, are: Gary
Brown, Ph.D., executivevicepresident, M ercyhur st North Eagt;
ThomasGamble, Ph.D., Mercyhurst College; Mary E. Hines,
Ph.D., Carlow University, Pittsbur gh; Sister JoAnne Cour neen,
representing NyPPaW; and Paul Hurley, Ph.D., Trocaire
College, Buffalo.

On ‘vocation’
h —

Pictured during abreak at avocationsconference, from left,
are: Mercy AssociateAngie Giuffre, and SistersPhyllisMarie
Zawor ski and Sheila Stevenson, who represented NyPPaW'’s
New M ember ship Office. Nineteen Sistersof Mercy were
amongthosewho attended the National ReligiousVocation
Convocation in Louisville, Ky., Oct. 9-13. Sister Mary Bendyna
(Buffalo), arepresentativewith the Center for Applied Research
intheApostolateat Geor getown Univer sity, Washington, D.C.,
presented apreiminary report on amajor study of entrantsinto
religious congregations. She said themost surprising

“Mercy” presencecamefrom ayoungwoman who shared about
theinfluenceof women religiousin her life, and thosereligious
lauded were Sistersof Mercy.
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BUFFALO
Buffalo Mercy Associates welcomed

New M ercy Associateswere
welcomed at acovenant
ceremony Sept. 28at Mercy
Center, Buffalo. Pictured,
fromleft, are: JamesCarlin,
CaraleCarlin, Sherwood
Hagen Jr., Shirley Fahrner,
Ronald Heissand Marion
Grimes, whoiscelebrating
thisyear her silver jubileeas
an associate.

Benefactors' Day

Sister Mary Ann Schimscheiner, center, Buffalolocal leader,
received thelL ifetimeAchievement Award from theKenmore
Mercy Hospital Foundation, Buffalo, duringitsannual
fundraising event Nov. 21. Shewashonored for serving her
ministry “ with dedication and absolute selflessness.” Mary Ann
served in several positionswith Buffalo’'sCatholicHealth
System, including chief executive officer of KenmoreMercy
Hospital from 1981-99. In 1998, Mary Ann received the Sister
Mary MechtildeM emorial Awar d, the hospital’ shighest honor.

for : MaryAnnispictured with Amy Habib, left, whoreceived the
TheSistersof Mercy in Buffalo hosted an appr eciation day for Sister Mary Mechtildeaward at theevent, and Dr. Ann Saldhana,
benefactorsat Mercy Center Sept. 7. Theday included aprayer ~ @pathologist.

servicein thechapel and special honors. Benefactor swho

attended included member sof the Twenty-First Century Club,

L egacy Society and theMany Facesof Mercy Giving Circle.

Pictured, from left, are SistersMaralynn Sciarrino of Buffalo

and Pat Prinzing, NyPPaW vicepresident.
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ERIE

Center celebrates 35 years

Good Morning, Domenica

TheMercy Center onAging, Erie, celebrated its 35" anni-
versary with aluncheon Oct. 1 attended by clientsand friendsof
the center, and public officials. Sister Geor gine Scar pino,
NyPPaW sponsor ship director, also participated in thecelebra-
tion. Inthephoto, Georgine, right, receivesagift from Sister
Mary DoloresJablonski, executivedirector of thecenter.

. . Sister Domenica Del eo, local leader in Erie, speakswith Chris
For your listening pleasure Cuomoof ABC-TV'’s* Good MorningAmerica” program at

Union Sation in Erie. Cuomo and cohosts—Diane Sawyer and
Sam Champion — stopped in Erie Sept. 16 duringtheprogram’s
whistlestop tour acrossAmericatolearn from peopleabout
issuesin thepresidential campaign. Sister Domenica, Sister
Mary Dolores, executivedirector of theMercy Center on Aging,
and sever al of thecenter’sclients; and Gary L oncki, NyPPaw
communicationsdirector, wereamongthe 100 guestsinvited to
theevent.

WQLN-FM, Eri€ spublicbroadcasting radio station, presented
theMercy Center on Aging, Erie, with aset of classical music
compact discsNov. 20. Pictured at thepresentation, from left,
areM CA clientsMadelyn Hartleb, Walt Chevalier, L ouise Seib,
Richard and Beverly Irish, and Traci Teudhope, thestation’s
outreach manager.
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PHILIPPINES

Sr. Elsato mark 25" jubilee Dec. 28; helps nurture vocations
To hear Sister ElsaCabertetdl it, Shesaidthe emy, Linamon, Lanao del Norte; and

no single personinfluenced her Sistersof Mercy teachinginMercy high schoolsinthe

decisonto enter the Sistersof Mercy.  throughtheirinnova
Yet, shechosereligiouslifeasthebest tiveandtraditional

Philippines
Elsasaidthat sheiscalledto

way to serve God. waysinspired and witnessenthusiagtically and radiate

“Itisthelifeof Catherine attracted her to Chrigianjoy inbringing theloveof
McAuley, especialy her charism,the  becomeoneof them. g a'bi'r’z Christ’smercy and compassionto
chdlenging rhythm of contemplation Today, Elsais God'sentirecommunity. That, she
and action and thefourth vow -- to vocation and pre-candidacy director  said, invitesand encourageswomen
carefor the poor, thesick and the inlligan City, Lanao del Norte, tojoininthejourney of areligious
uneducated -- that haveimpressed Mindanao, Philippines. Her other vocation.
meand led metojointhe Sistersof ministrieshaveincluded candidacy Shesaid, “Thus, | would beable
Mercy,” said Elsa,whoiscelebrating  director; teaching at Mercy Junior tosay ‘comeand see’ and ‘taste’ asa
her 25" jubileeon Dec. 28. The College, Tubod, Lanao del Norte; Sister of Mercy, beawomanfor all
ceremony will beat OzamisCity, savingontheadminidrativeteamin  seasonsto act justly, tolovetenderly
MisamisOccidenta, Mindanao, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Acad- and towak humbly with God.”
Philippines

On a mission

NATIONAL INTERFAITH
HUMANITARI

Lanao del Norts, October 2125, 2008

TheSistersof Mercy actively reached out to 105 families, whowereMusdim
evacueesin Tangkal, Lanao del Norte. Sister VirgencitaAlegado, pictured at right,
Philippinelocal leader, and Sister Helen Libo-on werepart of the National
Interfaith Humanitarian Mission, NIHM, Oct. 23to provider dief, psycho-social,
documentation and medical mission services. They helped arrangetheadmission
of threechildren whower eill totheProvincial Hospital of Lanaodel Nortein
Baroy, Lanaodel Norte. Their action paved theway for moreadmissionsof sick
children tothesamehospital. Parentsof thechildren said thepresenceof NIHM
delegateshelped them realizethat their children weredying and needed medical
attention.
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PHILIPPINES

Diocese looks to future

Sistersof Mercy arepictured with Archbishop Fernando
Capallaof Davao after aMassNov. 15that closed acelebration
for thesilver jubileeof theDioceseof |ligan, Lanao del Norte,
Mindanao, Philippines. Thear chbishop wasthefir st bishop of
thelligan Diocese. Thirteen Sistersof Mercy participated in the
diocese’sthird Diocesan Pastoral Conference Nov. 11-14. The
conferenceaddr essed the ongoing ar med conflict between
government troopsand theMor ol slamic L iberation Front
(MILF). Theconflict hashad a great impact on therevision of
thediocese’ svision and mission statement which emphazisesa
dialogueof faith, lifeand culture.

Helping heal trauma

Sister ElvaDeCastro, center, participatesin aworkshop on
traumahealing at Dapit Alim, Simboco, Tubod, L anaodel Norte,
Mindanao. Elvaisaguidancecounselor at Holy CrossHigh
School, Kolambugan, L anao del Norte. Shewasoneof several
teacher sfrom theschool who attended thewor kshop on skills
that arehelping studentswork through thetraumaof the
August terrorist attacksin theregion. Workshopswereheld

Nov. 7-9.

PITTSBURGH

Diocese honors Sister Ignatius

After nearly four decades of serviceto the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, Sister Ignatius Rooney isstepping down from
her post Dec. 24.

For the past 10 years, Ignatius has
been director of special eventsand special
assistant to the secretary of education.

Shecametothediocesein 1970to
serveasadministrative ass stant to the
superintendent of Catholic schoolsand
coordinator of Titlel government educa-
tion programs. L ater, shewasassociate
superintendent and administrative ass stant to therector of
. Paul Seminary.

Father Kris Stubna, diocesan secretary for education,
said many aregrateful to Ignatius seffortsto support the
ministry and outreach of “total Catholic education.”

Hesaid: “ Shehashad adeep lovefor Catholic
schoolsand has surely contributed to their great success
over theseyears. Sister Ignatiushasworkedtirelesdy to
support every dimension and facet of Catholic education.
Shewill leave behind atremendouslegacy, and shewill
be greatly missed by so many of uswho have been her
colleaguesand dear friends.”

Sr. Ignatius
Rooney

Sister Vivian honored for 40 yearsof service

Sigter Vivian McElhinny washonored by Carlow
University Nov. 25 for her 40 yearsof dedication and
serviceasamath teacher at the Campus
School, whichisaffiliated with theuniver-
Sty.

For morethan three decades, Vivian
taught math to studentsinthethird-

through sixth-gradesat the school. k
“Teaching at theCampusSchool has  Sister Vivian
redly beenablessing. It hasbeengreatto ~ McElhinny

work with students, parentsand faculty,” shesaid.
Shecreditsschool officia swithawaysencouraging
her to betrained in current methods of teaching math.
Currently, Vivianisatutor for studentsingradesone
through fiveat the Campus Schoal.
“l want to keep going aslong as| can!” shesaid.
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ROCHESTER

Elmira high school honors Sster Carmella

Notre DameHigh School, Elmira,
N.Y., presented Sister Mary Carmella
Coenewiththe McAuley Award Oct.
21 for her serviceto education and
lifeinMercy.

Carmella, whowill turn 100 years
old on Dec. 21, remarked that it was
great for her to beateacher and
described how much sheloved
teaching asaSister of Mercy.

Sister JoyceMcGinn, local leader
in Rochester, saidthecommunity is
proud of Carmella. “For 100 sheis
very spry, dert, articulate and inter-
estedinall things. Tolook at her and
talk with her youwould never know
her age. Sheisonevery specid
gger”

Inhiscolumninthe*Catholic
Courier,” Rochester diocesan news-
paper, Rochester Bishop Matthew
Clark, who attended the honors
dinner, saidthat Carmella, in her
remarks, “ spoke beautifully and
smply about the choicesshehas
made during the course of her life.”

Hecontinued, “ Shining through
her commentswere her lovefor the

Livingthe Spirit of Mercy

Sister CatherineKanick of Rochester
displaysthe Spirit of Mercy award
presented toher at Mount Mercy
Academy, Buffalo, Nov. 13 at thehigh
school’sannual honorsdinner. Catherine
wasoneof fivedistinguished alumnae
honor ed. Shewascited for exhibitingthe
Mercy spirit in her professional and
personal life. Catherineministered for
many year sin substance-abuse programs
and offersretreatsfor men and womenin
all 12-step recovery programs.

Sister Mary CarmellaCoene

children shehastaught, her reverence
for theteaching profession and her
convictionsabout theimportanceand
power of education.”

Bishop Clark, himsglf an honor-
ary Mercy Associate, said hewas
impressed by her joy living asaSister
of Mercy for 80 years. “Her vocation
tordigiouslife, shetold us, nourished
her commitment to teaching and
hel ped her to understand the ultimate
purpose of teaching— to help people
cometo thefull peace of freedomand
holinessfor which they weremade.”

RN N R
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Sister Rita Maher
(Sister Mary Austin)
PITTSBURGH
July 16,2008

Sister Rita, 90, wasadeeply
Spiritual woman, dwayswelcoming
withher warmamile,
ready to be of
servicetoanyonein
need and patientin
suffering. Shetaught
library scienceand
wasalibrarianin
severd RFittsburgh
and Greensburg, Pa., diocesan
schools. Shewasalibrarian at Car-
low College, now Carlow University,
Pittsburgh. Sheaso servedinthe
convent library. Knowledgeablein
many aress, Ritawasawayseager to
use her many skillsinseeking infor-
mation for those who neededit.

Sr. Rita Maher

Sister M. Basil Swerbinski
PITTSBURGH
Sept. 19,2008

A Sister of Mercy for 78 years,
Sister Basil, 98, taught in several ele-
mentary schoolsin
the Pittsburgh area,
culminatingin20
yearsat St. Agnes,
aninner city schoal.
Her forteand love
was mathematics, but
shewasasogiftedin
musicand directed
many musical productions. Inaddition,
Basil wasameticulousand gifted
seamdtresscresting beautiful dollsand
baby clothes. A prayerful woman of
deepfaith, Basil maintained apostive
attitudeinthedifficult yearsof her
illnessand wasawayskind to those
around her.

Sr. M. Basil
Swer binski



Sister Mary Frances Ferrara
BUFFALO
Aug. 17,2008

Sister Mary Frances, 92, wasa
Sister of Mercy for
65 years. Shetaught
mainly primary
gradesfor 40 years
insevera schools
staffed by the Sisters
of Mercy inthe
Dioceseof Buffao.
Mary Frances, a
native of Jamestown,
N.Y., lovedlifeand her ministry with
children. Shewasamost humbleand
joyous Sister of Mercy, atrue daugh-
ter of Catherine.

Sr. M. Frances
Ferrara

Sister Sara Marie Healy
PITTSBURGH
Sept. 16,2008

Sister SaraMarie, 99, was
closdy tiedto Carlow Unlversty
Pittsburgh, whereshe
earned an education

ran the student health

center and repre-

sented two Carlow

presidents. Sara Sr. Sara
Marieworkedalong- ~ Maie Healy
sideDr. Jonas Salk inthe 1950sasa
nurseat Pittsburgh’sMunicipa

Hospita for Infectious Diseaseswhen
hewasdeve oping the polio vaccine.
ShewasactiveintheAncient Order
of Hiberniansand thefirst womanto
begrand marshal for Pittsburgh’'s S.
Patrick’sDay parade. Asayoung
woman sheearned apilot’slicense
and wasaflight instructor in Latrobe,
Pa., during World War 11. A Sister of
Mercy for 81 years, sheoncesaid,

“I’venever had an unhappy day.”

WeRemember

Sister Carmella Greco
PITTSBURGH
October 3, 2008

After aimost 20 yearsinteaching,
Sister Carmella, 85, beganto minister
insocia servicesin
the Rittsburgh areaat
theNorthview
HeightsHousing
Authority, Lutheran
Services, Schendy
Gardensand Our
L ady Queen of
Peace Parish. Sister Carmellawasan
exceptionaly compass onatewoman
who cared deeply for others, particu-
larly the elderly and homebound.
Even when shewashomebound
hersalf, shekept intouch by tele-
phonewith many she had encoun-
teredin her minigtries; they knew they
wereadwaysin her prayers. Sister
Carmellawasawaysaware of and
interested inthe current issuesand
devel opmentsof thecommunity and
took very serioudly her responsibility
of supporting thecommunity through
her ministry of prayer.

Sr. Carmella
Greco

Sister Jude McCluskey
ERIE
Oct. 29,2008

A Sgerof Mercy for 51years, Ss
ter Jude, 70, was ateacher at elemen-
tary schoolsintheErie
and Pittsburgh dio-
ceses. She was certi-
fiedinthetheology and
psychology of pastord
ministry and was a ¥,
member of theNationd ¥4
Association of Catho-
lic Chaplains. She
served as pastoral care manager and
chgplaina DuBois(Pa)) Regiond Medi-

McCluskey
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cd Center. At ShadysdeHospita, Pitts-
burgh, sheworked with heart, cancer,
neurology and diabetic patients.

Sister Rosemary Murphy
ERIE
Oct. 31,2008

Sister Rosemary, 83, was
dedicated to carrying out theworks
of Mercy inher
variousministriesas
andementary school
teacher; director of
curriculumlibrary at
Mercyhurst College,
Erie; and asareading
speciaist for Catholic
and publiceementary
schoolsin northwestern Pennsylvania.
A Sister of Mercy for 64 years, her
lovefor Jesus, Mary and therosary
gave her strength. Shetook great
pridein showing visitorsthe calendar
withpicturesof her family.

Sr. Rosemary
Murphy

Sister Rosemary Fitzsimmons
(Sister Mary Timothy)
BUFFALO
Nov. 6,2008

A Sister of Mercy for 63 years,
Sister Rosemary, 81, spent most of
her ministry ineduca
tionandlibrary sci-
ence. Among her
ministrieswasbeing
thelibrarianat Mt.

Mercy High School
andTrocareCollege, g "rocomary
bothinBuffao. Fitzsimmons

Rosemary lovedto

read and pray, and those who knew
her said it seemed that her rosary was
awaysinuse.



