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Sisters of Mercy, New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community

Mercy life, perpetual vows seen aslifegiving

Sister Patricia” Pat” Black admitted
shehad no intention of becoming aSister
of Mercy when shebecameaMercy As-
sociatein 1999. A mother and grand-
mother, shejust wanted to support the
sistersand participatein Mercy prayer
life

That isuntil aretreat ayear later dur-
ingwhich shesensed aninner cal tordli-
giouslife. OnNov. 7, that call camefull
circle asshe professed perpetua vows of
chagtity, poverty, obedience and service
to the poor, sick and uneducated during a
Massat Holy Cross Parish, Rochester.

Pat said that Mercy brought her a
community withsimilar beliefsand goas
that offersmutua support.

“Being abletoliveand work asaSister
of Mercy dongsideother Sistersof Mercy ina
variety of placeshasbeenlifegiving,” shesaid.
Sister Nancy Hoff, NyPPaW president, pre-
sided over the ceremony attended by NyPPaw
Sistersand associates, Pat’sfamily, friendsand
others.

Sister PatriciaBlack of Rochester signsacopy of her per-
petual vowsasa Sister of Mercy with NyPPaW. To her left
areSister Nancy Hoff, NyPPaW president; and Sister
Eileen Campbell, representing theleader ship of thelnsti-
tuteof the Sistersof Mercy of theAmericas.

“Pat’sfina-vow ceremony isawonderful
celebration of degp commitment and fidelity,”
Nancy said. “Theenergy andjoy that filled the
churchduring theliturgy istelling of how de-
lighted the Sisters of Mercy areto welcome Pat

asaperpet iy RSN BUBE 1)

Sr. Cynthianamed to I nstitute new member ship post

Sister Cynthia Serjak has been appointed to
serveinthe New Membership Officefor theln-
dtitute of the Sistersof Mercy of
theAmericasbeginning Jan. 1.

She hasbeen NyPPaW’sin-
corporation minister and has
servedinthat ministry for nine
years, the past fiveasafull-time
miniger.

Sr. Cynthia
Serjak

According to Cynthia, the officeisrespon-
siblefor programsfor Mercy candidatesand
temporary-professed membersacrossthe
United States, providing ongoing orientation and
education for vocation and incorporation minis-
tersand facilitating the dreams and hopes of
membership and thosewho wishtojoin usnow
andintothefuture.

(See POST on Pageb5)
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Advent isaprayerful timeof reflection

By Sister Geraldine Rosinski
NyPPaW L eader ship Team

Sitti ng at the computer onthisfirst Sunday of Advent, | wonder what, as
yet unknown, eventswill transpireinthemonthsahead ... for our world, our
church, our country, our community and each oneof us.

Will thisbethe Advent when each day’sdecisions,
words, prayersand actions move each of uscloser towhere
Godisluring usto be?I truly hope so.

Although| planto spend that-promised “moretime’ in
prayer and actionsfor justicefor each of our many persona,
community, churchandworldintentions... will 1?1 suspect
that many of usliveinthe hopethat wewill move beyond
wherewecurrently areinour faith and justicejourney.

Sr.Geraldine
Rosinski

Moving through Advent wefind oursalveslivingin and praying through
that-famous*“land of in between.” Wearewaiting for thislonged-for child ...
thisPrince of Peace ... to grow and be birthed anew ... inour world...inour
church...inour community ... and in our own hearts. Meanwhile, wewrite
our justice-focused postcardsto our Congresspersonsand call our legidators
to movethem toward decisionsfor amorejust and reverenced world commu-

nity.

Then, beforeweredlizeit, thelonged-for day and moment arrive. Wefind
ourselvesat ajubilant Christmasliturgy inaworld still yearning for peace. We
have not fully achieved what we had prayed and hoped for, yet, we and our
world are hopefully closer to these valued god sthan before Advent began.
Gratefully, wefind comfort in knowing that some progresshasbeenmade ...
incrementa stepsthough they be.

Many of uswill be spending thelast daysof 2009 inquiet reflectiononre-
treat aswe preparefor the New Year ahead. Thesearevery specia daysof
reflection for me, asl read through my past year’sjourna to recall and give
thanksfor themany insights, opportunitiesof grace and puzzlementsthat God
managed to guide methrough over the past 12 months.

Itisawaysadeight to discover the namesof peoplein my journa who
have newly entered and graced my lifeduring the past year. They arethose
specid gift bearers, likethemagi, for which | find mysalf thanking God.

Asl look to theyear ahead, | also pray for all those | do not yet know,
but whom God will guideinto my lifethiscoming year. For these strangers—
soontobemy friends—andfor al of you, | give God thanks.
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COMMENTARY: The Pittsburgh G-20 Summit, aretrospective

By Sister PatriciaMcCann

When news brokethat Pittsburgh
would bethesite of theinternational
economic conferenceknown asthe
G-20 Summit, Pittsburgherswere
amazed. A mixtureof pride, curiosity
and excitement stirred speculation
and conversationfromlocal news-
roomsto family dinner tables. What
did it mean?Who would be attend-
ing?How did we get chosen?
Wasn't thisagreat honor for our
city?

Astheenormity of hosting this
gathering dawned, fear and concern
crept into theemotiona mix. Would
therebemgjor civil disturbanceslike
those experienced in Seattleand
London?Could our city meet the
chdlenge?

Local social activistsbeganto
planfor the opportunity to get their
messages onto aworld stage. Peace,
hunger, environmenta concerns, rac-
ism, humanrights, health care access,
immigration—advocatesfor every
causemobilized quickly. Academics
latched onto the“teachable mo-
ment.” Pastorsand religiousleaders
organized prayer vigils. City and
state officialsfocused on the monu-
mentd logigtics, dl thewhilehoping
to pull off thisevent in asuccessful
and orderly manner.

Fear-mongering radio talk shows
had afield day accentuating images
of riotsand anarchy. Local newspa
persprovided balancewithinforma-
tion piecesabout G-20 countries,
their |leadersand theimmediate and
long-rangeissuesthey face. Mean-
while, ordinary folks contemplated
theimpact of such an extraordinary
eventintheir ownloca sphereof
Pittsburghlife. Someimmersed
themselvesinthewholeexperience
with gusto— theequivaent of a

crash coursein eco-
nomics, international
relationsand civil
disobedience. Oth-
ersfledtownfor the
third week of Sep-
tember.

By Sept. 24th,
mediapeopleand
government staffersfrom around the
world, aswell aspolicefromal over
theU.S,, arrived in absolutely amaz-
ing numbers. Pittsburgh air was
charged with akind of collective
“keeping our fingerscrossed” and
hoping that the Summit would move
uscloser to economicjusticeand se-
curity for all people. Most
Pittsburghers—whether “moreea-
ger” or “moreconcerned” intheir
fedlingsabout the Summit—wanted
our hometown to look good before
theworld.

Reflecting on all of thissix weeks
after theevent, | think that severa
important learningsemerge: (1) a
stronger awareness of theworld asa
globa community; (2) arecognition
that fear and ignorancethreaten the
common good morethan any other
factor, including terrorism; (3) ared-
ization of thetruth of PopePaul VI's
oft-quoted words, “If you want
peace, work for justice.”

Perhapsall threelearningsare
best epitomized inthe peaceful
People’'sMarch which took placeon
Friday, Sept. 25. Marchersmobi-
lized on Fifth Avenueat the entrance
to Carlow University campus. We
had front-row seats. Tibetan monks
marched side by sidewith the peace
activis group, “Raging Grannies;”
Thomas Merton Center and Pax
Chrigti folksjoined armswith Men-
nonitesand American Friends; |abor
union organizersaccompanied Irag

Sr. Patr|C|a
McCann

Veteransfor Peace; AARPmembers
wa ked beside college studentstheir
grandkids ages.

Hundredsof policeinriot gear
lined theseverd-mileroute. Their
presencewasintimidating and ye,
giventhefear heightened by six
weeksof mediarepetition of video
footagefrom Sesattleand London
prior tothe Pittsburgh event, it al'so
feltredidtic. | smiled at aPennsylva
nia State policeman asthey faced us
with shieldsand raised batons. “We
are peaceful people,” | said. “Yes.
WEe'rejust hereto protect you from
thecrazies,” heresponded.

Asl observed the escalation of
fear and concerninthedaysimmedi-
ately beforethe Summit, Franklin
Roosevelt’s prophetic words echoed
inmy head: “Theonly thingwehave
tofear isfearitsdf.” Withthe Con-
vention Center neighborhood barri-
caded from public access, bussesre-
routed and bridges closed, down-
townliteraly shut down. What might
have been an educative and cele-
bratory event was essentialy put be-
yond thereach of thelocal popula
tion. It wasagraphic example of our
post 9/11 world.

Nonetheless, over 4,000 people
marched and sang asone on that
September day. Thesmall group of
anarchistswho had organized unsuc-
cessfully theday beforewere scat-
tered among them, but it wasvery
clear that the messagethisday was
not anarchy, but justice and peace
throughout theworld.

Timewill validate whether or not
the G-20 Summit in Aittsburgh
moved usastep closer toredlizing
that hope.

Sster Patricia McCannisarchivist
in Pittsburgh and writes on social
i Ssues.
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Sigter Eileen Campbd| of the
Institute Leadership Team aso
participated inthe ceremony. Sis-
ter Kathleen Wayne of Rochester,
afriend, presented areflection at
theMass.

“Pat’sresponseinfaithto
God’'smercy hasled her towak
the path asaSister of Mercy, and
wearegrateful for her willingness
tosay, ‘Yes,’ ” Kathy said.

It wasKathy who led there-
treat in 2000 at which Pat heard
thecall tobeaSister of Mercy. At
theretreat, Pat said shedid some-
thing that for her was out of char-
acter: shevolunteeredtoread a
prayer.

Sherecalled that shedid not
know what the Scripturereadingin
the prayer would be. Asit turned
out, itincluded one of Peter’sletters
inwhich hetalked about God'scall
of apersonto el ection and service.

“That'swhen | knew,” shesaidin
arecentinterview at her officeat
Mercy Bridges, aliteracy-training
programin Rochester for which she
servesasadminigirative ass stant.

Laughing, shesaid, “ That was
unexpected!”

Followingtheretreat prayer, she
told Kathy that she needed to speak
with her. Recdling thetime, Kathy
said shewas not surprised when Pat
approached her about becoming a
gder.

“I could seeitin her qualitiesof
prayerfulness, smpleliving and care
for theearth that areall valuesof
Mercy,” Kathy said. “It hasbeen
wonderful sharing thejourney with
her and witnessing her growthinher
feding at homewith thecommunity.”

Pat entered thethen-Mercy re-
giona community in Rochesterin
2001. Shewasquickly immersedin
Mercy lifewhen she served ayear as

Lily Black, Pat’ssix-month-old granddaughter,
enjoysthecelebration.

anovicein Laredo, Texas, whereshe
got to know the Hispanic culture.
Also, sheoffered her computer skills
for theInstitute of the Sistersof
Mercy of the Americas chapter that
washeld therein 2005. Completing
her novitiate, she professed her first
vowsinJuly of 2005.

Shegot acquainted withsigtersin
other communitieswhen shewasa
computer technology support person
at Georgian Court University, Lake-
wood, N.J., and later during the as-
sembly for theMid-Atlantic Commu-
nity, Merion, Pa.

What shebringsto Mercy isa
lifeinwhich sheraised two children
and worked asaregistered nurse,
technical writer, softwaretester and
computer technical support systems
person. Her marriagewasannulledin
thelate 1990s.

“1 bring auniqueand varied ex-
perience of how theworld works. |
wasdownsized in my work and had
to put food onthetablefor my family
everyday,” shesaid.

Sheadded, “ And | bring my
sense of humor, computer skillsand
thedesireto serve and makeadif-
ferencefor others.”
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For the past year, she has served
Mercy Bridges—performing gen-
eral officework, keeping records,
updating the database and the
websiteand working onthe
ministry’snewdetter.

Shesaid her position supports
people, such asdirector Sister
Edwardine Weaver and the scores
of tutorswho teach reading Kills,
enabling their clientsto better their
lives

“1 help makeit happen,” she
sad.

Inthefuture, Pat would liketo
do morewith eco-spiritudity for
which shehasapassion. Shead-
mitstoturning off lightsthat are
not needed and pulling papersout of
wastebasketsand puttingtheminre-
cydingbins.

“l don't liketowastethings,” she
said. Pat hopedto do morein
spreading themessage of the spiritu-
ality of ecology, saying, “I believeit
isright andjust that everyonebere-
sponsiblestewardsof al that we
have on Earth for thegood of all.”

(See VOWSPHOTOSon Pageb)

Pat cutsthecakecelebratingthe
occasion at thereceptionin her honor.



Vows Photos

Pat receivesher ringfrom Sister Eileen Campbell symbolizing
her commitment asa Sister of Mercy.

FollowingtheM ass, Pat, second from left, ispictured sharinga
moment with, from left, Sister Nancy Hoff, NyPPaW president;
Father ThomasWheeland, celebrant of theMassfrom Holy
CrossParish; and Eileen Campbéll, representing the I nstitute

L eader ship Team.
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Pat and grandaughter Krystal Bradley enjoy thereception.

Post (from Page 1)

Cynthiasaid shewasexcited by the opportunity to
servethelngtitutethrough the New Membership Office
and admitted that leaving Pittsburgh will be quiteachange
for her.

“But the opportunity to work with women and men
acrossthelngtitutewho areinterestedinhow Mercy is
evolvingintothefutureiscompelling,” shesaid. “l anes-
pecialy looking forward to collaborating with thosein
Mercy Association, Companionsand Mercy Volunteer
Corp, whilemaintaining thevery strong program we have
for vowed members.”

The office, which had been centeredin St. Louis, Mo.,
will bemoved to the Ingtitute of the Sistersof Mercy of
theAmericasin Silver Spring, Md.

Sister Nancy Hoff, NyPPaW president, said Cynthia
had been part of adedicated and competent New Mem-
bership Team that blessed NyPPaW.

“1 know that shewill bring that same dedi cation, com-
petency and commitment to Mercy in her new roleinthe
Institute Incorporation Office,” shesaid. “Whileweare
saddened that Cynthiawill nolonger bethe NyPPaW In-
corporation Minister, wearevery pleased that her gifts
andtalentswill beutilized Indtitute-wide.”

Sister Anne Curtis, amember of the Institute L eader-
ship Team and aNyPPaW sister from Rochester, said
Cynthiabringsmany giftsto the post.

“Shebringsawealth of experience and wisdom that
will beagift tothewholelnstitute,” shesaid.

Sister Mary Waskowiak, Institute president, agreed
that Cynthia sgiftswill benefit thelndtitute.

“Sheistheright personfor thistime aswe attempt to
take New Membershipin new directions,” shesaid.

During her timeasincorporation minister, Cynthia
worked with Sisters PatriciaBlack, Kathleen Sisson and
Catherine Solan, dl of whom have professed final vows.
Sheassisted these sisterswho have professed their first
vows. Sisters Jennifer Lang, LaurieOrmanand Madeline
Rockwell. Also, sheworked with Sister Jennifer Wilson, a
novice, and helped Sister LindaM cCutcheon through the
processof re-entering the Community. Two other women
with whom she ministered decided to leave the process.

“Thistimecallsusto see how we can strengthen the
different formsof Mercy commitment and share our great
faithinand energy for Mercy’sfuture,” Cynthiasaid. “I
also anticipatelearning fromwhat Merciesworldwideare
doing, and connecting with other religiouscommunities
who shareour passionfor afuturefor rigiouslife.”



NyPPaW supportseducation moded that generateshope

SelenaCarrionisaserious stu-
dent, ligening attentively inLaura
Derigo’smath classon arecent Mon-
day morning.

Sheisjoined by ahandful of
classmatesin theeighth-gradeclass-
roomat . Monica's, theall-girls
school that ishometo 32 students
and part of NativityMiguel Middle
School, Buffalo. Just 10 minutesaway
by car, 52 boysarelearning at the S.
Augustine campus. Each campus
offersan educationin gradesfive
through eight.

Theseare studentsfrom low-in-
comefamilieswho cometo
NativityMigud withacommitment to
education and maintaining apositive
attitude toward self and others.

Taking amoment to speak witha
visitor from her seet, Selenasaid that
sheenjoystheteachersand students
at St. Monica sand findsthe atmo-
sphereand education different from
other school s she attended.

“I likethesmaller classes,” she
saidwithaquiet smile. “Youdon't
havethe commotionand drama(asin
other schools).”

Studentsat both campusesare
caled*“ Scholars’ and arein school
for eight-and-a-half hoursaday. A
fact sheet on the school boasts atten-
dance of 97 percent.

In her second year at St.
Monica's, Selenasaid that sheishop-
ing to attend Mt. Mercy Academy
next year and eventually pursueaca-
reer asan FBI agent.

Selenahashopefor her future,
and that isexactly what school presi-
dent Nancy Langer wantsto hear.

“I loveto seethe changesin stu-
dentsfromthetimethey start hereto
thetimewhen they take advantage of
the opportunitiesthe schoolsgive
themto changetheir livesthrough

education,” sad
Nancy, aformer attor-
ney. Shewas devel op-
ment director for both
campusesin 2005 and
becamepresidentin
2008.

The Jesuitsstarted
thefaith-based “ Nativ-
ity” model of schools
for low-income stu-
dentsinlower Manhat-
tanin 1971. Jesuit Fa-
ther Edward Durkin,
principal of theschool, director of the
S. Augustine campusand amath
teacher there, wasafounder of that
first school.

In 1989, the model hasdevel -
oped asthe NativityMiguel Network
with some 60 middle schoolsinthe
United States.

The“Nativity Modd” consstsof
three separate but interrel ated pro-
grams. aMiddle School Programwith
extended after-school hoursand an
extended school year; amandatory
Summer Leadership Program, focus-
ing on character building and contin-
ued education; and a Graduate Sup-
port Program, providing academic

Nancy L anger, president of Nativity-
Miguel School in Buffalo chatswith
Jessuit Father Edward Durkin, principal.

onifern, left,and Kori aughter areeighth
gradersat the S. M onica campusof NativityM iguel
School in Buffalo.

support and tuition assistanceto
aumni inhighschool.

Jesuitsfromthe New York Prov-
incestarted NativityMigud in Buffao
in 2004. At the St. Monicacampus,
therearefiveteachersand another
who comesto the school aspart of
AmericorpsBuildsLivesThrough
Education. ThelistincludesLaura
Derigo, campusdirector, who also
teachesmath. &. Augustinehassix
teachersincluding Father Durkin. A
Catholic CharitiesVolunteer Corps
member also teaches.

Annual tuitionis$2,400, which
represents about 25 percent of the
cost whichincludesthe extended day,
summer and graduate support (except
for high school tuition assistance) as
well asthesmall classesfor theregu-
lar academic school day.

“Many of our familiescanonly af-
fordto pay $500 ayear. Theseare
thetypesof studentswe seek to
serve,” Nancy said.

Theschool providesfinancial as-
sstanceto make up the remainder of
thecogt, shesaid.

The Sistersof Mercy NyPPaw
areone of the co-endorsing groups
supporting theschool. Othersinclude

(See SCHOOL on Page7)



School (from Page 7)

the Jesuits, Christian Brothers, Daughters of
theHeart of Mary and True Bethel Baptist
Church.

Sister JoAnne Courneen, from NyPPaW’s
|eadership team, serves on the school’sboard
of members.

“Our involvement isvery consistent with
themission of the Sistersof Mercy and
CatherineMcAuley’sbelief that educationisa
way to empower others,” shesaid.

Mercy Ssters Saly Maoney (Buffalo) and
Bernadette Bell (Erie) aretrustees.

Theboysat S. Augustine'secho com-
ments made by their peersat &t. Monica's
sayingthey liketheir teachers, classmatesand
learning.

“It'sfun,” said seventh-grader Christopher
Dargan, an aspiring Singer.

Father Durkin quietly watched proudly as
students—likethoseat St. Monica s—entered
hismath classgreetingavisitor withafirm
handshake, eye contact and warm words of
welcome.

“Wetry to expand their possibilitiesonce
they start seeing new possibilities,” Father
Durkinsaid. “It unlocksthingsinsideof them
they never knew they had.”

According to Nancy, most studentsat the
campusesareAfrican-American. Infact, some
have emigrated fromAfrica. A quarter of the
studentsare Catholic.

Shesaid an emphasison academicsis
meshed with art, sewing and awriter’ swork-
shopforthegirlsat St. Monica's, whichis
housed in aformer Catholic e ementary schoal.

Aspresident, Nancy isresponsiblefor
fundraising, adifficult job seeing that parents
pay only five percent of their child'stuition.
Therest comesfrom grants, foundations, do-
nationsand other sources.

“It'salot of work,” shesaidwith alaugh.
The Sistersof Mercy providesomefinancial
support, Nancy said.

“We vebeendoingit,” shesaid. “Weare
Seeing more community support each year.”
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Sister volunteersfor ‘Extreme
Makeover’ television program

When Ty Pennington
andthecrew for ABC-
TV's"“ExtremeMakeover:
HomeEdition” rolledinto
Buffaoin mid-November,
Sigter Pauline Petruzzdla
wasthere— not as a spec-
tator, but asone of 5,000
voluntegrs.

“Therewasexcitement
intheair, and | wanted to
bepart of it,” shesaid.

Thegoa wastobuilda
new homeat 228 Massa-
chusettsAve. inwest Buf-
falo. Thehomewaslo-
catedinan areainwhich Pauline
grew up.

“Our family homeand neigh-
borhood was demolished and re-
placed by expresswaysand |ow-
incomehousing,” shesad.

Now, Pauline had an oppor-
tunity tomakeadifference. The
builder, shesaid, used the
“green” approach and reused

Sister Pauline Petruzzellagetsready to
giveacoat of paint tothefront stepsof the
“ExtremeM akeover” housein Buffalo.

materiasaswell asnew materi-
astobuild ahousefor Delores
Powell, asinglemother, and her
four children.

Shesaid volunteersbuilta
new homefor the Powellsand
hel ped renovate 50 homesinthe
areawith new roofs, sdings,
sidewaksand gardens.

“Itwasneighborshelping

neighbors!” Paulinesaid.

at Ay = E N
Wearing har dhats, Paulineand niece,

Carolyn Baach, stand in front of thehouse

being“ madeover.” They wereamong
5,000 volunteers.

L ' 3

“Yes, | pushed abroom,
shoveleddirtand gravel,
painted and pulled nails
fromwood that would be
recycled. So many people
werethereand so wasthe
spirit of Mercy.

Dressedin her blue Ex-
tremeMakeover T-shirt
and oftenwearing ahard
hat, Paulinevolunteered for
four days.

“I lovedthehigh energy,
spirit and hopethat brought
new lifeto avery poor part
of Buffalo. May thisspirit
spread far and wide,” she
sad.
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Philippine schools help provide students hopeful future

In the September issue of
In Harmony, NyPPaW's
Mercy high schoolsin the
United Sates were fea-
tured. In thisissue, we
visit two of the three
Mercy high schoolsin the
Philippines.

Mercy Junior College

Ster HildaJdimenez,
director of Mercy Junior
College, Tubod, Lanao del
Norte, Mindanao, said this
year isamong the most ex-
citing asthisisthefirst time
that tertiary education re-
sumed to servethe people
of Tubod, Lanao del Norte
and theneighboring towns.
Sheexplainedthat tertiary
educationisthe next phase
of school education that fo-
cuseson technol ogy.

Accordingto Hilda, the
highschoal isnot offering
baccal aureate courses but
Technica Vocationd
Coursesaccredited by
TESDA (Technicd Educa
tionand SkillsDevelopment
Authority). It helpsyoung
onesaswell asolder ones
indevelopingtheir specia
skillsproperly and enables
themfindajobforther liv-
ing. Computer program-
ming, and soon to open,
bookkeeping and hedlth
caresarvicesareavailable.

Shesaid NyPPaW’s
Devel opment Officepro-
vided 103 scholarshipsto
help studentsattend the
high school. According to
Sister Peggy Gorman,

W
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Mindanao, isanother Mer cy high school in the Philippines. In
thephoto, studentsenjoy making anillustration for peace.

L ater, they reported totheclasson their project. Pictured, from
left, areAnthofliza Tadlas, KristineQuintas, Lorraine

L umantas, Jadaza David, Ayrton M ansueto and Kyong M e Suh.

NyPPaW chief develop-
ment officer, thescholar-
shipswere provided by do-
norsthroughout NY PPAW,
who donated $125 each for
ascholarship for astudent
inthe Philippines.
NyPPaW’s other Mercy
schoolsinthe Philippines
alsorecelved scholarships
through theeffortsof the
Development Office.

Mercy Junior College
asooffersan dementary
school for which 35 schol-
arshipswere provided. To-
tal enrollment at the school
IS718 students, 546 of
whom attend thehigh
schooal.

“Thestudentsare
poor,” Hildasaid. She
added that shewasgrateful
for the scholarshipsand
said they helpedincrease
theoverdl enrollment at the
schooal.

Hildasaid another fac-
tor in helpingincreaseen-
rollment wasschool parents
vigting other parentsand
encouragingthemtoeither
keepther childreninthe
schooal, or inthe case of
new students, enrolling
themintheschool. Mercy
Junior Collegeoffersapri-
vateeducationfor which
parentsmust pay; public
schoolsoffer freetuition.

Thisyear, shesaid, the
school aso motivated the
Parents TeachersGuild
(PTG) tohelpusraisethe
tuitionfeesinorder toin-
creaseteachers saaries.

“Thesdary increase
was mandated by law. Be-
Sides, sdlariesarequitelow;
public schoolsare paying
their teacherstwiceas
much,” shesaid.

Thisyear, each grade
level in high school now has
alibrary period during
which studentscandore-

search and useany of the
10 computerswith aflat
screen monitor and Internet
connection.

“Our ultimategoa and
objectiveistoturn out stu-
dentswho can compete
globaly,” Hildasad.“This
can beredlized though stu-
dent-centered activities,
computer-based learning
andindtillingthosevaues
that will makethem better
individuas”

Hildacredited the ef-
fortsand servicesrendered
by school adminigtrators,
faculty, staff, parentsand
thewholecommunity.

“Weareexcitedto
implement &l our godsand
objectivesthroughtheac-
tivitiesthat aregeared to-
ward theredlization of our
visonandmisson,” she
sad.

“Thisisagood start
andfor usitisthemost ex-
citing and memorableyear
inour school history,” she
sad.

Holy CrossHigh School

To Sister Jean Delgado,
being ateacher isanoble
profession and not just a
vocation. Teachersimpart
their knowledgetotheir
studentsin away that de-
velopsthewholebeing of
students, not just thementa
aspect, shesaid.

“Teachingisatthe

(SeeHOLY CROSS
on Page 9)



Holy Cross (from Page 8)

sametimeavocation and agift fromGod. A
teacher isGod'sinstrument to continuehis
mission on earthto guidethechildren’sfuture,”
said Jean, director of Holy CrossHigh School,
Kolambugan, Lanao del Norte.

That iswhy Holy Cross—aK-12 school
with 498 studentsinitshigh school program—
haspursuedinitiatives, activities, programsand
classesaimed to meet that goal .

She said shewasexcited to see students
returnto Holy Crossafter severa transferred
to other schoolsfollowing an attack inthearea
onAug. 18, 2008, by theMoro IdamicLib-
eration Front.

Accordingto Jean, teachersthisyear have
been trained in the Revised Secondary Cur-
riculum (RSEC) that ismandated by the Phil-
ippine Department of Education for the 2010-
2011 school year. The school hasdecided to
implement thecurriculumasapilot program
thisyear.

“Thisway, teacher and learnerswill have
anideaabout the new curriculum, and there
won't beasmany difficultiesinimplementingit
next year,” shesad.

Jean noted that Holy Cross continuesto
implement the Technol ogy Livelihood Educa-
tion (TLE) programfor the second year with
two teachers.

Shesaid LuzvimindaRiverateachesthe
useof thesewing machine; Sister Linda
Lazaderas, aregistered nurse, isaninstructor
inmedicine, specificaly basic persond hygiene
andfirst aid; and Faith Jumal onteachesfood
preparation. Third-year studentsarelearning
drafting; senior studentsare being taught anin-
troductionto carpentry and electronics.

On Fridays between4to 5 p.m., students
attend remedial classestoimprovetheir com-
petency in math, English and science. Thisfor-
merly wastheir timeto participatein school
clubs, whichisnow moved to Thursdays.

“Thisisfor the purpose of preparing our
studentsfor going out from school and having
theknowledge of entrepreneurship, sincein
reality not all of them could pursuetheir col-
lege courseswhen they graduate high school,”
shesaid. “Wepray for their success.”

9
Severestor msbatter Philippines,
sgershdpwithrdief efforts

€

Girlswalk through their mud-soaked neighbor hood.

Stormsbattered the Philippinesin September. On Sept. 26, Ty-
phoon Ondoy brought heavy rainscausing severeflooding in Metro
Manilaand surrounding areas. Thestormkilled scores, |eft severe
damage and thousandshomeless. Only eight dayslater, Typhoon
Pepeng caused more damagein the northern areas.

Sister Derby Mercado wasin Manilaat that time helping pack re-
lief suppliesat Maacanang Palace. She said the Sistersof Mercy
joined othershelping with relief supplies.

“The Sigtersof Mercy inthe Philippines contributed somerelief
goodslikeblankets, soap (laundry and bathitems), biscuits, noodles
and milk tothevictimsof thetyphooninLuzonares, particularly in
MetroManila,” shesaid.

Derby saidthes stershel ped familiesin Montalban, Rizal, particu-
larly in Barangay Dela Costa. Photos shown here show someof the
distress even two weeks after the typhoon.

“Somehousesand
carswere being aban-
doned by theowners
becausethey were
badly damaged. Other
familiestriedtorecover
someof their belong-
ings, evenif their
homeswerefilledwith
mud,” shesaid.

Debrisrestsalongsideahome.
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L aboon sister scelebratelife, ministry together in Pittsburgh

They grew up with each other in
Pittsburgh. Played and prayed to-
gether. They even got into the same
line of work.

AndonNov. 15-assblingsand
Sistersof Mercy —they celebrated to-
gether at the Convent of Mercy, Pitts-
burgh. Sister Mary de L ellisLaboon
blew out the candleson abirthday
cake marking her 90 years. At her side
were Sister Rosemary Laboon, 83, and
Sister Joan Laboon, 81.

SaiddeLéllis, seated inawhedl -
chair and smiling at her sistersaround
her at atablein acomfortable, convent
living room, “It'snicetosay, ‘ These
aremy sisters.” ”

“We'readll very close,” said Joan,
who with her siblingsgathered for an
interview at the convent afew days
after thefestivities. Sheasked thein-
terviewer to speak loudly asher sisters
had difficulty hearing.

Thetrio can account for atotal of
202 yearsof religiouslifeservingin
ministriesthat included educa

“It’s nice to say, ‘These

are my sisters.’’
S. Mary de LellisLaboon

now deceased, was awarded the Sil-
ver Star for hisheroic submarine ser-
viceinWorld War I1. After thewar, he
became a Jesuit priest and U.S. Navy
chaplain servinginVietnam. Infact,
theU.S. Navy named aguided missile
destroyer after him: theU.S.S.

Laboon.

“I christened it,” said Rosemary,
her eyeswide with excitement as she
recalled theeventin 1993 in Bath,
Maine.

Youthful memoriesincluded a
nightly family rosary following supper,
attending Masson Sundaysand daily
Mass attendanceduring Lent. De
Lelisoftenlooked after theyounger
children and would walk themto
Mass.

“Sheusedto say, ‘If you can't
walk faster you may aswell stay
home,” ” laughed Rosemary.

Theexampleof sisterswho taught
theminschool led themto consider re-
ligiouslife. DeLdliswantedtobea
sister from an early age. Rosemary
and Joan said they loved being around
the sistersand often hel ped them after
school.

“I thought they fell out of heaven,”
Joan said of thesisters.

DelLédllis,whoenteredfirstin
1937, quietly chuckled asshetold of
her reaction when shereceived her
first assgnment.

“Theonly thing | didn’t want to do
wasteach,” shesaid.

But Mother Rose Curran learned
of deLélisssewing skillsandin-
formed her that shewould beahome
economicsteacher at Carlow College
(now Carlow University). DeLélis
accepted the assignment.

“1 guessthat’swhere obedience

tion, health care and parish
work.

“Dad wasaways proud
that therewerethree nunsin
thefamily,” Rosemary said.

DeLdlisresponded, “I
never heard him say that.”

“Hedid,” Rosemary and
Joan agreed in unison.

Occasionaly, thesisters,
during theinterview, would po-
litely disagree with each other
over different versions of
facts.

TheLaboon sisterscame
fromafamily of nineandtalk
proudly of their brothers Jo-
seph and John, both of whom
became priests. Father Joseph,
who celebrated deLdlis's
birthday Mass, served the Dio-
cese of Pittsburgh beforeretir-
ingto Florida. Father John,

comesin,” shesaid.

Shetaught at Carlow for
several yearsbefore becoming
asecretary at St. Agatha Par-
ish, Bridgeville.

“1 only had ayear of typing
soyou canimaginewhat | got
into,” shesaidwithagrin.
“But my typing didimprove.”

L ater, she ministered to on-
cology patientsat Mercy Hos-
pital, Pittsburgh (now UMPC
Mercy) and was aparish so-
cia minigter.

Whileserving at St.
AlphonsusParish, McDonald,
Pa., from 1969-76, sheorga-
nized an outdoor picnicfor pa-
rishionersand peoplefrom
other nearby, non-Catholic
churches. Whenit beganto
rain, the picnickers— Catholics

Sister Mary deL ellisLaboon isseated beforeher sisters,
Sister Joan L aboon and Sister Rosemary L aboon.

(See SISTERS on Page 11)
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and non-Catholics—sought shelter in the &t. Alphonsus Parish
Hall.

“That started them working together (in ministry),” shesaid
proudly.

A recent birthday card sent by awoman whom she knew
whileat . Alphonsustouched her. Thewoman, shesaid, wasn't
Catholic and was so surprised when de L el lis spent time with her
after her husband’sdeath. De Lellissaid that thewoman grate-
fully wrotein the card that her visits helped her through adifficult
time.

DeL dlisreturned to the Convent of Mercy in 1990 and
shared her gift of sewing —at onetime sewing 200 curtainsfor
the convent.

Rosemary entered in 1943 and spent 40 yearsteachingin
Catholic elementary schools. NFL quarterback Dan Marino was
oneof her studentswhile shewasteaching fifth gradeat St.
Regis School, Oakland. Sherecalled seeing Marino playing catch
with afootball in the street with hisfather on Parkview Avenue.

“I used to think, ‘I wish hewas home doing hishomework!” ”
shelaughed.

Her time asaparish socia minister wasmost rewarding, she
said. At . Maurice Parish, Forest Hills, shetook Communion to
shut-ins, distributed food to the poor and hel ped plan funera litur-
gies.

“I liked to hear peopl€’s stories; many timesthey had no one
totalk withthem,” shesaid.

L ater, shewas house mother at Mercy House, wherefamilies
of patientsat Mercy Hospital would stay overnight. Shevolun-
teered in the hospital’ sgift shop and today manages 20 hoursa
week working inmedical records.

“Thishasbeenavocation, acalling,” shesaid.

Joan entered the Sistersof Mercy in 1945 and taught in
Catholic elementary schoolsin the Pittsburgh area, until Sister
Elizabeth Carroll sent for her. “ Shetold methat shewanted meto
goto servethe schoolsin Puerto Rico and that | couldn’t say,
‘No!’" ” sherecalled. “ So, what was| going to do?’

Joan spent four years as assi stant superintendent of schools
for theArchdiocese of San Juan. Returning homein 1971, she
wasviceprincipal and later principal at Bishop BoyleHigh
School, Homestead, Pa. Sheworked in admissionsat Carlow Col -
legeand wasin charge of volunteersat Mercy Hospital. Shealso
volunteered in the hospital’sgift shop. Today, sheworkson spe-
cia projectsat UPMC Mercy.

“It' sbeen great. | haveloved everything that | have done,”
shesaid.

These days, the siblings meet at the Convent of Mercy every
Sunday for lunch and several games of rummy and Phase 10.

“Except when the Steelersareon,” said Joan. Of course,
they watch thegame ... together.
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Sr. Edwardine given award

for education achievements

The Catholic School AdministratorsAssociation
of New York State Nov. 15 presented Sister
Edwardine Weaver withitsLighting the Firefor
Catholic EducationAward.

“Theaward wasasurprise, but appreciated,”
said Edwardine, director of the Mercy Bridgesread-
ing literacy pro-
gramin Roches-
ter. “1 have been
fortunateto have
severa opportuni-
tiesto servethe
good and noble
mission of educa-
tion.”

Caral Geddis,
associ ation execu-
tivedirector, said
thegroup honored
two othersalong
with Edwardineto
“recognizethose
individudsin
Catholic education
who havehad a
sgnificantimpact
onchildren,
schoolsand Catholic education.”

She added that Edwardine was one of the found-
ing membersof the association, served on the execu-
tive board for many yearsand continuesto bea
va uablemember.

Edwardine said education has been amajor part
of her lifeasateacher, principal, superintendent of
schoolsand devel oper of the Catholic School Admin-
istrators Program at the University of Rochester.

“It hasbeen aremarkablejourney of belief inthe
power of thisministry to open anew chapter inthe
livesof thoseit serves,” shesaid. “It hasaso beena
journey of great respect for thosewho, through their
dedication, have enabled themission of Catholic edu-
cation to continueto make adifferenceinthelivesof
others.”

She applauded thework of the association and
itseffortsto “light thefire” that enables Catholic
educationto continueitslong and proud history.

Sister Edwar dineWeaver of Roch-
ester displaysher award fromthe
Catholic School Administrators
Association of New York Sate.
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Giving Circle showsface of Mercy for women, children

Eight programsreceived grants
fromthe Sistersof Mercy Many
Facesof Mercy Giving Circlegrant
during an annua awards ceremony
Sept. 24 at Mercy Center, Buffalo.

Thegrantsare awarded to non-
profit groupsthat servewomenand
girlsinthe Buffalo area. Sponsored
by the Sistersof Mercy in Buffalo,
the philanthropic group encourages,
ingpiresand educates|aywomento
becomemore effective philan-
thropists. TheGiving Circlestarted
inBuffaoin2003. Sister Peggy
Gorman, NyPPaW chief
development officer, would liketo
seethe Many Facesof Mercy
Giving Circlespread throughout
NyPPaW’ s stateside aress.

“Giving Circlesexist throughout
the country, and they enablewomen
to contributeto charitiesof their
choiceinavery personal way,” she
said. “Thecircleprovidesan
opportunity to encouragewomen to
think of philanthropic dollarsas
investmentsintheir community by
building and strengthening programs
for women and young girlsthrough
joint contributions.”

In Buffado, thosewomenwho
chooseto become membersof the
Giving Circlemakeacommitment of
$2,000for two years—toimprove
thelivesof womenandyounggirls
intheir area. Giving Circlemembers
award grantsto chosen programs.
Haf of thegrantsare selected by
membersof theGiving Circleand
theremainder by the Sisters of
Mercy.

Accordingtoliterature supplied
by the Devel opment Office, the
“Cs’ of theGiving Circlesare:
create something new, changeto
makeadifferencefor others,
connect with acause, collaborate

= = £ T L =

Grant recipientspictured in thefront row, from left, are: Franciscan Sister Maureen
Harris, Pastoral CareProgram, Gerard Place; Deborah Lynn Williams, CEO YWMA,
WNY; and Penny Selmonsky, Consumer Advisory Group: Neighborhood L egal
Services. Pictured in theback row, from left, are: Franciscan Sister Diane Gianadda,
Women's Summer Respite Program, FrancisCenter, Inc.; Mercy Sister Peggy
Gorman, chief development officer, Sister sof Mercy New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific
West Community; Ellen K oessler, chair, Many Facesof Mercy Giving Circle; Lyn
Rezabek, Brendan’sVoyage Children’sFolk Group, Ambrose CatholicAcademy; Jean
Buchanan, grandmother, Sister sof Mercy GrandparentsRaising Grandchildren
program; Mercy Sister PatriciaPrinzing, vice president, Sistersof Mercy New York,
Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community; Raven Dorman, program aide, Girl Scoutsof

Western New York; and Mercy Sister Mary Ellen Twist, president, Mount Mercy
Academy, M eet CatherineM cAuley program, Mt. M ercy Academy.

with other women, commit by providing
hands-on experience and celebratea
senseof joy infostering aspecia project
with othersfor others.

Peggy said the Development Office
has surfaced the namesof severa
womenin Erie, Pittsburghand
Rochester whowould be potential
Giving Circlemembers. Theoffice
hopesto meet with thewomen next
spring. Depending on the response of
thewomen, Giving Circlescould be
operatingin other areasby fall 2010.

Oneof theprogramsreceivinga
grantfromtheMercy Giving Circlethis
year wasthe Women’'s Summer Respite
Program at Francis Center, Buffalo.

L etitiaBrown, who attended the
Giving Circleceremony, recallsbeing
asinglemother raising an 8-year old
daughter, working and trying to
maintain ahousehold.

“1 needed abreak,” shesaid
recently recalingthat timenearly 20
yearsago. The"break” camewhen
shewasreferred to Women's
Summer Respite Program, which
offered low-incomewomen prayer,
rel axation and meditation.

“I realized that therewere other
womeninmy shoes; | couldrelateto
someone,” shesaid. Today, she
worksfor the respite program and
wantsto makeadifferencefor others.
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At 94, Rochester’s Sster Edwina kegpson going strong

Eight seniorsfrom Notre Dame
High School arelearning thefiner
pointsof Mandarin Chinese. Itisthe
first timethelanguage has been of -
fered at the Elmira, N.Y., co-educa
tiona school.

Thereisanew studentinthe
class, too— Sister EdwinaButler, who
is94yearsold.

“l amredly asenior,” shesaid
withalaughinatelephoneinterview
minutes before sheleft for adatewith
elderly womento play Mah Jongg, a
Chineseboard game.

Thelong-timeFrenchand music
teacher at Notre Dame explained that
shealwayswantedtolearnatona
languageinwhichasinglevowe ina
word can havefour tonal soundsand
meanings

“It'sastruggle,” Edwinaadmit-
ted, but vowed to keep at it.

That passonfor lifdonglearning
and her living of theMercy spirit were
reasons Notre Dame presented her
with the 2009 M cAuley Award on
Oct. 20.

Said Rochester Bishop Matthew
Clark in presenting theaward: “ She
could becalled a* Renaissance
Woman' with many talentswhose de-
sretofollow knowledge ...enriches
thelivesof others. Sheisatrue
daughter of CatherineMcAuley inher
serviceto othersthroughout her life.”

Sister Mary Walter Hickey,
Notre Dame president, said Edwinais
aninspiration to others, showing them
that it isnever too lateto learn. She
caled her an*integrd andlife-giving
part” of the Notre Dame community.

“Her loyalty and dedicationto the
sstersin community, to our school
andtothelarger loca community are
gifts. Shehasnever lost her pioneer
spirit, and sheisgenerouswith her
time, isawayswillingtolisten, play

cards, answer the
phone or to cook,
and shetakescare
of dl of our guests
withgreat Mercy
hospitdity,” Mary
Walter said.

Edwinasaid
shewashumbled
by theaward and
accepteditinthe
nameof thefirst
Notre Damefac-
ulty, her pioneer
companionswho
opened the school
in 1955.

Notre Dame
hasbeen hometo
Edwinafor most of
her teaching career.
Thereshetaught fivelevelsof French
and provided specid activitiesfor her
studentsand parentsby directing
French plays, organizing aFrench
Massat Christmas, completewith
French carols. Shesaid former stu-
dents often came back to participate
intheMassin French.

Other activitiesincluded arranging
languagefairsand specia French
mealsand chaperoning tripsto France
with her students. Al so, shedirected
school musicalsand conducted the
school band and chorus.

“It hasbeen very rewarding and
enriching,” shesaid of her Notre
Dameyears. Sheconsideredita

““How blessed | am that
God gave me this
vocation. This has been
a very rewarding time
of serving others and
advancing God’s cause.’

Sr. Edwina Butler

Bishop Matthew Clark of Rochester presentsto Sister Edwina
Butler theM cAuley Award given by Notre DameHigh School,
Elmira, N.Y., whereshetaught for many years.

privilegeto attend teaching conferences
and learning from other teachers.

Sheentered the Sistersof Mercy
in1932 and“retired” fromteachingin
1997. But retirement for Edwinain-
cluded visiting thesick, ministry and
grocery shopping for the convent. She
asotraveled to shrinesin France,
made pilgrimagesto theHoly Land and
Medjugorje, and witnessed thelaunch
of aspace shuttletwiceat the Kennedy
Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Fla.

“How blessed | amthat God gave
methisvocation. Thishasbeenavery
rewarding timeof serving othersand
advancing God'scause,” shesaid.

Two yearsago, Edwinacel ebrated
her 75" jubilee.

“I"mworking on my 80" now,”
shelaughed.

And when asked about plansfor
thefuture, her laugh continued.

“Let’sjust seewhat happens.”
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Cdebrating thejoy and faith of a centenarian: Sr. Mary Eileen

By Sister Barb Stinard

It's1909, just one century ago!
Theodore Roosevelt had finished his
presidentia termand William Howard
Taft took hisplaceintheWhite
House. Thefirst pennieswere minted.
Workers started pouring concretein
building the PanamaCanal. George
Eastman devel oped thelightweight,
easy-to-use Kodak box. The Roman
Catholic Church declared Joan of Arc
asaint.

And DoloresFitzGibbonswas
borninHornell, N.Y. Onehundred
yearslater, ssters, family and friends
gathered on her birthday, Nov. 18, at
Mercy Center, Rochester, to cel-
ebratethelifeof thisfath-filled
woman who has spent her daysinthe
classroom, the chapel and thekitchen.

After graduating from high school
and business school, Doloresjoined
the Sistersof Mercy in Rochester in
1931. A new “motherhouse” had
been built inthe country, in Brighton,
N.Y. Sheandtheother 14 young
women who joined thereligiouscom-
munity onAug. 15would bethefirst
postulantsto begintheir new lifein
thisnew home. At that time, to pray
15 decades of therosary (Joyful ,
Sorrowful and Gloriousmysteries)
wasto pray thefull rosary. Because
of their number, thisgroup of women
was honored with the distinction of
being caledthe*rosary band.”
Doloreswould soon begiven her new
religiousname: Sister Mary Eileen.

Sister Mary Eileenloved her 47
yearsinthe classroom asan elemen-
tary teacher. Shewasa“fixture’ in
Elmira, N.Y., assheinfluenced thou-
sandsof childrenandtheir family
membersinthe 34 yearswhen she
wasmissioned there. Her Irish wit,
wel coming nature and honed teaching

skillsmade Eileen amuch-loved
teacher.

Sister Miriam Nugent, one of
her former studentsat St.
Patrick’s, alwaystellsSister
Eileen that shewasher “favorite
third-gradeteacher.” Shemay
have been her only third-grade
teacher, but Miriam loved her
because shewassuch anice,
happy and positive person.
Miriam’'sfather had died the
previousyear, and to thisday
sheremembersthat Eileen com-
forted her with thewords, “ Your
father went to heaven to get you
afront seat.” Thosewordsmade
Miriamfeel important and eased
her grief.

Sister VeronicaCasey, a
member of the Mercy commu-
nity, isEileen’sniece. Sheremembers
when*“Sister Eileen” camehometo
Horndl tovistthefamily withher
“gdter partner,” assistersalwaystrav-
eledintwosinthosedays. The
kitchen of Grandma'shouse (Eileen's
mother) wasthe main gathering
space. A master storyteller, Eileen
gave an animated account of taking
thekidsfrom S. Patrick’sto the park
for aschool picnicor of thevisit of a
retreat priest at the church where she
served assacristan. Eileenaso had
conversationswith her own mother
about how her father (then deceased)
would bereacting to something from
heaven. For Eileen, God was as con-
creteand tangible asher father.

Sister BarbaraWeyand, another
nieceof Sigter Eileen’s, wasgreatly
inspired by her aunt.

“| attribute my vocationto Sister
Eileen; by her great exampleshehas
awaysbeen‘my hero.’ ” Barbara
wasasmdl childwhenthefamily
gave her Aunt Doloresagoing-away

Sister JoyceM cGinn, local leader in Rochester,
helpsSister Mary Eileen FitzGibbonswho
celebrated her 100th birthday on Nov. 18.

party as she prepared to go away to
the convent. Thechildren sat onthe
stairswatching astheadultsjoinedin
thefestivities. Then, and after she
joined thecommunity, “ shehasal-
ways been ahappy person, smiling
and the cause of funfor others,” Bar-
barareflected. Miriam'’sfather had al-
waysreferredto Eileenas“ Sister
Smiley.”

Throughout her lifetime, Eileen has
goneout of her way to bewarmand
welcoming, whether to agrade school
student, apostulant or avisitor to the
motherhousewhere shenow lives.
Shehasbeen knownto introduce
hersdlf by suggesting that shewill help
the person to remember her name:
“My nameisSister Eileen.” Asshe
said this, shepointed to her eye, and
then leaned on her elbow.

Yes, weremember thiscentenar-
ian and celebrate her century of joy
andfaith.
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62 and Under group lookstofuturepossbilities, conversation

Pictured, from left, are Sister s Sheila Sevenson, Jennifer Langand Mary Bendynawho par-
ticipated inthe62 and Under gatheringin Buffaloin October. Participantsexpressed a great
desireto connect with sister swho wereunableto attend theweekend gathering.

By Sister Connie Der by

On Columbus Day weekend 30
Sistersof Mercy, age 62 and under
fromthe statesde NY PPawW commu-
nities, met a theMillenniumHotel in
Buffdo.

Similar gatheringshavetaken
placeacrosstheIngtitute.

Thisagegroupisthe onemost
likely tobeinvolvedinfull-timeminis-
try and leadershipinthenext 10to 15
years.

Lead by thevison of Sister Kathy
Wahl of Rochester, agroup of Sisters
had formed acommitteeto createa
themeand plan aschedulefor the
weekend. Some desired outcomes of
thegatheringincluded: smply getting
to know one another, meaningful con-
versation and looking at future possi-
bilities.

Inorder that all attendeesmight
fully participate, the committeede-
cided that afacilitator would bean

... Possible was
broken open
through prayer

and conversation ...”’

Alinefrom a poem
at the 62 and Under gathering

important factor inleading thegroup
toward thedesired outcomes. Sister
SheillaCarney of Fittsburgh gracioudy
agreedto serveinthat role.

Theweekend wasfilledwith
prayer, conversation, great mealsand
laughter. The prayer, based on themes
taken from that Sunday readings, was
woven throughout the schedule.
Sheilaexercised wdl her gift of group
facilitationusngavariety of group
processestoinvitemeaningful conver-
sation.

Thebreaking open of God's
word and the cel ebration of the Eu-
charist onthat Saturday evening

hel ped to deepen therecognition of

common bondsamong the partici-
pants. Sunday morning saw the culmi-
nation of theweekend with thecre-
ationof alist of future possibilitiesfor
thegroup. Includedinthislist wasa
great desireto connect with sisters
who, for variousreasons, had not
been ableto attend.

Thefind exerciseinvolvedthe
fashioning of severd * group poems,”
with each member of asmall group
adding alineto onecreated by the
person before her. A linefrom one of
these poemssuccinctly expressesthe
experienceof thegathering.

“ ... wegather gently together and go
forthin courageand solidarity and
hopefor our future...”

Sster Connie Derby isaudio/visual
resourcelibrarian for the Diocese
of Rochester’'s Resource Center.
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Assouatepllgr|magetak&spart|cpantsto sacred place

By Sister Barb Sinard

Sacred wastheinward journey
as49 pilgrimsrespondedto aninvi-
tation to participatein the NyPPaw
pilgrimageto Manchester/Fal Foli-
agetrip, sponsored by Mercy Asso-
ciation over Columbus Day week-
end.

The pilgrimage promised ajour-
ney to where FrancesWardeisbur-
ied, aglimpseof theoriginal
Motherhousein Manchester, N.H.,
perusal of theNortheast archivesin
Windham, N.H., Massat Kateri
Tekakwitha Shrine, Fonda, N.Y.,
and avisit to the Shrine of theNorth
AmericanMartyrsinAuriesville,
N.Y. Thesewomen and men of faith
asobdievedthat autumnwaslikely
to enfold usin theglorious splendor
of creation.

Sacred wasthe sharing and
bonding which happened among the
pilgrims— women, men, associates,
sstersand friendsfrom Buffalo,
Pittsburgh and Rochester. Our path
of Mercy wasour binding force, re-
gardlessof our mailing addresses.
Wegained afamiliarity that wasfos-
tered by being together in commu-
nity. Sharing seatsonabusandin
restaurant boothsenabled this sacred
community to happen, evenif thedu-
ration of thetrip wasthreedays.

Manchester and Windhamwere
two focuses of our sacred journey.
Onthe crisp, autumn Saturday morn-
ing asthe sun shoneon our hearts,
wegathered at Old St. Joseph’s
Cemetery. It hoststheearthly resting
place of Frances Warde and other
Sistersof Mercy. Frances, who be-
cameaclosefriend of Catherine
McAuley’s, not only sharedinthe
story of Mercy inlreland, but
brought it to the United States after
Catherine sdesth. Francesfounded

Pilgrimsfrom NyPPaW gather in prayer around thegravesite of
FrancesWardein Manchester, N.H., over ColumbusDay weekend.

the Pittsburgh community in 1843.
Rochester would be another among
themany foundationsthat Frances
would makebefore her owndeathin
1884.

Thenarrow roads of theold
cemetery could not accommodate
our bus, sointruepilgrimagefashion,
wewalked into the cemetery to
Frances grave. Itismarked by a
large, gray granite headstone, etched
withaMercy cross. Small white
crossesmark theburial placesof
many of her ssters.

Our circle of Mercy surrounded
the headstone aswe communedin
prayer with God and thewomen and
men of Mercy who have preceded
usinto God'skingdom. We prayed
for ourselveswho wereonthe sa-
credjourney. We expressed the
needsof our communitiesand fami-
lies. Werecd led wordswritten about
Frances Golden Jubilee. Weclaimed
the blessing from God which Frances
requested for future generations of
Mercy assheneared her last breath.

Our mindsand heartstraveled
into the past aswewalked outside

theorigind Motherhousein
Manchester and aswevisited the
Northeast archivesin Windham.
Frances traveling boxes, prayer
book and eyeglasseswere among
thetreasureswe viewed.

Someof Frances' later founda-
tionswereamong the NativeAmeri-
cansof Maine. How fitting that the
latter part of our sacred journey on
Sunday morning included honoring
Kateri’slegacy of faith, serviceand
respect for the earth and God's crea-
tures. We participated inamoving
Masswith Mohawk influence before
we crossed theriver to make abrief
vigt at the Shrineof theNorth
AmericanMartyrsinAuriesville.

Wearrived back in Rochester on
thethird day of our pilgrimage, trans-
formed by thisjourney to sacred
places. Perhapsthe sacred journey
inward has been the most profound
asit hasleft usto ponder therichness
of what it can mean to be NyPPaW.

Sster Barb Sinard isa co-coordi-
nator for Mercy Association.
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NyPPaW
L eader ship visit

1!

Sister GeraldineRosinski, amember of the
NyPPaW L eader ship Team, speakstosistersin
Rochester Oct. 31 asSister JoyceMcGinn,
Rochester local leader, lookson. A representative
of NyPPaW leader ship visited each of NyPPawW’s
stateside geographic areason that day toshare

NyPPaW associates gather in Mlchlgan

“Centered in God Yester day, Today and Tomorrow” wasthethemeof a
meeting of theM ercy Association L eader ship Network (MALN) Oct. 22-24
in Farmington Hills, Mich. It wasthefir st-ever meeting of thegroup under a

information and hear from sisters.

Sanding up for a cause

Mercy AssociateAngela Giuffreand
Sister PhyllisMarieZawor ski stand with
an unidentified Mercyhurst College
student at theannual demonstration at
the School of theAmericas, Fort
Benning, Ga., on Nov. 22. Angieand
PhyllisMarierepresented NyPPaw at
thedemonstration at which many activists
from diver seorganizationscarried signs
and banner s. Representativesof other
Mercy communitiesalso participated.

new nameand structure. Thirty-six M ercy Associatesand community
liaisonsparticipated. Pictured are NyPPaW repr esentativeswho attended
themeeting. Inthefront row, from left, are: Sister PhyllisMarieM cDonald
and Carol Costello, both of Erie; Carol Herwood, Buffalo; Sister Guadalupe
(Loly) Lumantas, NyPPaW liaison; and Sister Nancy Whitley NyPPawW
codirector for associates. | ntheback row, from left, are: Mary Austin,
NyPPaW co-director for associatesand amember of thecoordinating
committeethat planned theevent; Jean Galofar o, Rochester; and Mary Jane
L ongo, Pittsburgh.

Celebrating
| nter national
Climate
Day

NyPPaW Sistersof Mercy and associatesgathered Oct. 24aspart of an effort by
350.orgto celebratelnternational Climate Day. Thegroup sent morethan 350
postcardsto President Obamain advanceof hisvisit totheinter national meeting
in Copenhagen, Denmark, on climate change. Pictur ed knedling, from left, are
SistersCaritasQuinn and Margaret O’ Donnell. In the second row, from left, are
SistersPatriciaDonovan and Consolacion Briones. In theback row, from left, are
Mercy Associate Peggy Biekowski and SistersGeraldine Rosinski, Patricia
Gilbert and SheilaWalsh.
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NyPPawW
Pizza, friendship offer good mix

Meet NyPPaW'’s Mercy Volunteer

Ya'at'eéh!
Greetings from Navajo Nation!

PicturedisMikeAllen,aMercy Volunteer at &. Michael’sAs-
sociation of Special Education, &. Michaels, Ariz., whereheis
workingwith NativeAmericanswho havedisabilities. Mikeisa
2008 graduate of Mercyhurst College, Erie, and grandnephew of
Sister Edith Langiotti (Erie). Hewrites: “ Just wanted tolet you
know that I'm loving reservation lifesofar. It'smoreawesome
than | even expected. My studentsar er eally amazing asaremy
coworkers.” If you areinterested in moreinformation on
Mercy Volunteers, please contact Sister Michele Schroeck at
mschroeck @mer cyhur st.edu or call 814-897-0376. If you are
interested in assisting M ercy Volunteer Cor ps, please

contact MVC Board Member Sister Trish Tyler at

rsmgar den@yahoo.com

BUFFALO
Celebrating our benefactors

TheNyPPaW Development Officeheld receptionsin Buffalo
on Aug. 20and in Rochester on Oct. 24tohonor our
benefactors. Thehighlight of theevent for the 170

benefactor swho attended thereception in either Rochester or
Buffalowasthecelebration of Massoffered for theintentions
of thebenefactors. Theguestsalso enjoyed theoppor tunity to
socializewith member sof the Community L eader ship Team
and themany Sistersof Mercy who attended. The Rochester
guestsalso had theopportunity tomeet infor mally with
Bishop Matthew Clark, theMasscelebrant. Sister Nancy
Hoff, NyPPaW president, welcomed thegueststothe
receptions. Nancy’ swelcomecentered around Catherine's
words, “ Thetender mercy of God hasgiven usoneanother.”
Thereceptionswereindeed our opportunity to givethanksfor
our benefactorsand friendsgiven usby thetender mercy of
God. Pictured enjoyingthe Buffaloreception, from left, are
Sister SheilaWalsh, Karen and Dick Penfold, and Sister
CaritasQuinn. A Benefactor Reception will beheld in spring
of 2010in Erie.

Sister from Buffalo, topic of column

Sister Marie Bernarde Procknal of Buffalowasthe
topic of acolumn by Bill Wol cott that appeared inthe
Sept. 24" issue of the Union Sunand Journal in Lockport,
N.Y.

Wolcott said Marie Bernarde “was as sweet asall
first-grade teachers should be—not intimidating, but en-
couraging—and memorable.” Herecalled how shetaught
first-gradersat St. Monica'sto square dance.

Inthearticle, Wol cott wrote of Marie Bernard'sbattle
with achildhood bone disease, was unconsciousfor two
weeksand missed ayear of school. Sherecovered and
later played for the Our Lady of Perpetua Help champi-
onship softball team. Sheentered the Sistersof Mercy,
taught in Catholic schoolsand wasacareer counselor at
TrocaireCollege, Buffao.
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BUFFALO

Distinguished alumnae

Sister Mary Bendynaispictured speaking after shereceived
the CatherineM cAuley Distinguished AlumnaeAward from Mt.
Mercy Academy, Buffalo, on Nov. 12. Thehonor wasgiven at the
annual Mercy HonorsDinner sponsor ed by the high school and
theMt. Mercy AlumnaeAssociation. Mary, aSister of Mercy
from Buffalo, isexecutivedirector and senior resear ch associ-
atewith the Center for Applied Research in theApostolateat
Geor getown Univer sity, Washington, D.C. Thenational or gani-
zation conductssocial scientific studiesabout the Catholic
Church.

Helping homeless, parents, children

Bishop Edwar d U. Kmiec of Buffalo participatesin aribbon
cutting Sept. 14 for thenew education building at Gerard Place,
atransitional housing program for homelesssingle parentsand
children. Theinitial building, aformer Catholic grammar
school, wasrenovated into 14 apartmentsand one community
room. Thenewly renovated education building, thefor mer
parish convent, will now host community gatherings, an after -
school program, life-skillsclasses, computer training and job
readinessprograms. TheSistersof Mercy in Buffalo partnered
with other communitiesof women religiousin theBuffalo area
on theproject. Alongwith other communities, the Sister sof
Mercy providesomefinancial support and serveon theboard for
Gerard Place,

ERIE

Remembering women
religious, clergy

TheSistersof Mercy in Eriehosted
theannual Memorial Massin their
chapd on Nov. 12 for deceased women
religious, clergy and other swho sup-
ported thework of vocationsin the
ErieDiocese. The Catholic Diocese of
Eriesponsored theMasswith thehelp
of theSerraClub. Serranssupport
vocationstothereligiouslifeand
priesthood. Pictured following the
Mass, from left, are: Sister Mary Rita
Kuhn, SSJ, diocesan vicar for reli-
gious; Sister DomenicaDel eo,
Mercy local leader in Erig; Bishop
Donald W. Trautman; Sister Chris-
tineVladimiroff, Erie Benedictine
prioress, and Sister Mary Ellen
Dwyer, president, Sistersof . Jo-
seph of Northwester n Pennsylvania.
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ERIE

TheSistersof Mercy in Eriehavebeen named the Outstanding Philanthr opic
Organization for 2009 by the Northwester n Pennsylvania Chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals. Therecognition took place Nov. 13 at the AFP’sannual
Philanthropy Day L uncheon at the L akeshore Country Club. Pictured in thefront row,
fromleft, are: ChrisTombaugh, executivedirector of theMercy Center for Women, who
nominated thesistersfor theaward; Sister Nancy Hoff of Buffalo, president of the Sisters
of Mercy New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community of which Erieispart; and Erie
SistersMaura Smith and Mary Ann Bader. Pictured standing, from left, areEriesisters
JoAnne Cour neen, amember of the Community’ sleader ship team; PatriciaWhalen;
BernadetteBell; Mary Felice Duska; Teresa Okonski; Edith Langiotti; Domenica Del eo,
Erielocal leader; and CatherineEdward Delaney.

Sisters

treat employees
to appreciation
dinner

TheSistersof Mercyin Eriehosted a
dinner for their employeeson Nov. 18in
their dining room tothank them for
their work duringtheyear. Each
employeewasencouraged tobringa
guest. Pictured seated at thedinner,
from left, are: Jim Gurley of Sodexo
Foods, the serviceused by the Sister sof
Mercyin Erie; and DarcieGoetzand her
husband, Michad. Sanding, from left,
are: SistersDomenicaDel eoand
BernadetteBell.
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PITTSBURGH
G-20 comes to Pittsburgh

L eadersfrom 20 countries, including President Bar ack Obama,
participated in the G-20 Summit in Pittsbur gh Sept. 24-25,
during which demonstrator ssought to bring attention tothe
poor, homelessand theenvironment. Their path took themin
front of Carlow Univer sity on Pittsbur gh’sFifth Avenue. Inthe
top photo, Sister Sheila Car ney spendsamoment with Carlow
studentswho participated in demongtrations. In thebottom
photo, Tibetan monkslead ademonstration, which passed in
front of theuniversity.

ROCHESTER
Meals on Whedls honor

Pictured are Sister Arlene Semesky and her brother, Mercy
Associate Ted Semesky, both from Elmira, N.Y.,whoarepart of
thestaff of M ealson Whed sof Chemung County, N.Y., which
wasr ecently recognized asone of thebest senior nutrition
programsin theUnited States. The National Association of
Mealson Wheelsgavetheprogram itshighest honor, a M agnet
Exemplary Accreditation. The Chemung County programisone
of four toreceivethedesignation. Arleneissitesupervisor for
theprogram; Ted isthehead cook.

Correction

Inthe previousissueof In Harmony, we published an
articleon Mercy high schoolsin NyPPaW.

Thearticle mentioned that studentsat Our Lady of
Mercy High School, Rochester, ranked high in the Regents
exam program. School President Suzanne Johnsonwas
guoted assaying that studentswill continueto increasetheir
mastery inthe program, which isascore of 8 percent or
better, onthe statelevel exams. Thefigurewasincorrectly
reported. The corrected figureis 85 percent.



Sister Linda Marie
(Eva Marie) Librera
Buffalo
Oct. 13,2009

Sister Linda, 60, wasbornin
Buffalo, N.Y.,and entered the Sis-
tersof Mercy in 1966.

Kindergarten
washer specialty,
andshehada
knack for moti-
vaingtheyoung
childrenshe
taught in Orchard
Park, Jamestown,
Lakeview and
Buffdo, dlinthe
Dioceseof Buf-
fdo.

Shehad agreat loveof animals
and delighted childrenwith aclass-
room pet. Animalswere asource of
comfort throughout her life.

Shealsoworked at the day care
center and asareligiouseducation
coordinator. For atime, sheworked
with thehomelessat Covenant
Houseand TheDwelling Placein
New York City. Shethen spent a
year with very poor childrenliving at
LosNinGs near the Mexican border.

Poor health marked thelast 15
yearsof Sister Linda'slife, and she

Sr.LindaMarie
Librera

WeRemember

found satisfactionin supporting the
Kidney Foundationin any way she
could.

Her sisterswill missher pres-
ence at the switchboard where she
hel ped out and worked her word
puzzlesuntil thetimeof her death.

Sister Mary Janice
Norberg
Buffalo
Oct. 15,2009

Sister Mary Janice, 72, wasa
native of Jamestown, N.Y., and en-
tered the Sistersof Mercy in 1956.

She spent most of her 53 years
intheministry of education servingin
several schoolsinthe Dioceseof
Buffdo.

Shewasthe
only Sister of
Mercy inthe
Jamestown area
for severa years
followingthe
merger of Catholic
schools.

For thelast
threeyearsof her lifesheservedin
variousrolesat . Elizabeth’'sHome
inLancaster, N.Y.

Shewill beremembered asa
“wonderful friend and companion.”

Sr.Mary
JaniceNorberg
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Mercy Associate
Jane DeSmith
Rochester
Nov.7,2009

Associate Jane DeSmith died
peacefully on Nov. 7 in Rochester.

A retired psychologist, shewas
involvedwiththe
Just Faith Life-
longLearning
Programand en-
joyed Biblestudy,
editing abook of
poetry, reading
andknitting.

Janeissur-
vived by her husband David, and
their daughter, son and grandchil-
dren.

When Jane proclaimed her cov-
enant in June 2009, she
wrote: “Over the past year, | have
discerned God'scall toliveout the
vison and charism of Catherine
McAuley andto sharemy giftswith
the poor, the sick and the unedu-
cated. Whilel do not fully under-
stand thiscall, | know that God's
best plans can only happenwhen
God'sword and my response come
together.”

JaneDeSmith



