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Sisters, associates plan for Assembly

Sister Marilyn Brewer spent the
morning of Oct. 1 hopping on a bus
with other sisters and associates
from Buffalo and Rochester. Cutting
through the wind and rain on 1-90,
they made their way to Mercyhurst
Prep, Erie, as NyPPaW gathered for a
Pre-Assembly Planning Day.

The day acquainted about 240
sisters and associates from all areas
of NyPPaW with the process that
will be used at the April 17-22, 2012,
Assembly in Buffalo, and Marilyn
found helpful what she learned.

“It gives us more exposure to
other people. I expect the Assembly
to have us talk about issues and see
and feel what people are saying as we

Sister Maria Lucia Serrano, right, gestures as
Sister Roberta Rodenhouse looks on in a base
community discussion at a daylong meeting that
helped sisters and associates plan for the NyP-
PaW Assembly next April.

come to some consensus that leads to
some action,” she said.

(See PLAN on Page 4)

Winding journey leads to perpetual VOWS

In many ways, her life is fulfilling.

She reflects proudly on her three
grown children: Megan, Melissa
and Justin. Jude, her nearly-year-old
grandson, brings her joy. She is work-
ing with women and children — vic-
tims of domestic violence — helping to
improve their lives.

What could be better for her at age
62? How about making final vows as
a Sister of Mercy? Sister Madeline
Rockwell professed perpetual vows on
Aug. 27 at the chapel of Mercy Center,
Rochester; a reception followed. Im-
maculate Conception, her home parish
in Ithaca, N.Y., also hosted a reception
for her two days later.

Photo courtesy of the Catholic Courier

Sister Madeline Rockwell waves following her
profession of perpetual vows as Sister Patricia
Moriarity, incorporation minister for NyPPaW
and the Northeast communities, enjoys the
moment.

(See VOWS on Page 5)
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NyPPaW Assembly 2012: Our right and our responsibility

By Sr. Elaine Franz

I remember saying at
our gathering at St. Bo-
naventure University in
2010 when reporting on
the planning for the NyP-
PaW Assembly, “2012
may seem like a long way
off, but we need to begin
planning now for the As-
sembly being held April
17-22,2012.”

Well, we just com-
pleted our Pre-Assembly
meeting in Erie on Oct. 1
but still much more needs
to be done before we
gather at the Millennium
Hotel, Buffalo.

The CLT appointed
committees to guide us to
participate more fully in
the Assembly:

— The Election Com-
mittee (six members),
chaired by Sister Peggy
Gorman, has initiated the
process of inviting sisters
to serve on the commu-
nity leadership team.

— The Governance
Committee (eight mem-
bers), chaired by Sister

Kathleen
Ann Kolb,
has been
working
on the
NyPPaW
Gover-
nance Plan
approved at
the 2007 Assembly. How
has our reality changed
since becoming NyP-
PaW? Are there changes
needed to match that real-
ity with our governance
structures? The commit-
tee appreciates and wants
your input and is looking
forward to your participa-
tion on Dec. 10™

— The third committee
is the Planning Commit-
tee (15 members), which
I chair and includes
representatives from
Pittsburgh, Philippines,
Rochester, Erie and Buf-
falo, all working together
through conference calls,
face-to-face meetings and
even Skype.

— A fourth committee,
the Joint Committee made
up of the three commit-

Sr. Elaine
Franz

tees’ chairs and the CLT
liaisons, was established
to foster communication
between the committees
and the CLT.

As you know, we will
be using the Communal
Discernment process for
making decisions at our
Assembly. Our NyPPaW
representatives to Chapter
felt it was a spiritually en-
riching experience. Sister
Barbara Valuckas, SSND,
who co-facilitated Chap-
ter, was with us on
Oct. 1 and took us
through a first-hand ex-
perience of the process
before our Assembly
gathering.

In the Declaration of
the Fifth Institute Chapter
we pray: “God of Mercy,
of Wisdom and Mystery,
where do we need to be
led now to come to both
a deeper response to our
Critical Concerns and a
radical embrace of our
identity? ” In order for
us to know where we are
being led, we need to ac-
cept our rights and our

responsibilities as sisters
and associates. How will I
participate in this Assem-
bly? What are the factors
that will keep me back or
move me forward? What
are the realities in my life
that I need to embrace so
that I can go deeper? How
will spiritual sharing with
others give our NyPPaW
Community its direction/
focus in light of the Chap-
ter outcomes, as well as
our needs and our reality
as a Community to move
us into the future over the
next four years? How do
you plan to give voice to
our future — through de-
liberative, supportive and/
or prayer participation?

Just remember: which-
ever mode of participa-
tion you chose, you are a
very important part of the
NyPPaW Assembly.

May we say, “We are
one heart and one soul in
God.”

Sister Elaine is chair of
the NyPPaW Assembly
Planning Committee.
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COMMENTARY: The ‘uncommon’ common good

By Sr. Patricia McCann

Democracy, we are learning,
is not a foolproof system. In the
last several months or so, the
United States seems perched on

the edge of a dangerous precipice.

The bitter power struggle in
Congress throughout the entire
summer illustrates how fragile
our democracy has become.
Everything is about elections.
Get elected. Stay in office. Get
the other party out. The concept
of the common good as the
fundamental principle on which a
strong democracy depends seems
to have disappeared.

This is a serious concern
for us as Americans and as
Sisters of Mercy. Quest for the
common good is bedrock upon
which Mercy ministry rests.

Our understanding of “common
good” — a cornerstone of Catholic
social thought — is derived from
the teachings of Jesus. It is
articulated in Matthew’s Gospel
in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 25:35-46), and in the
naming of the corporal works of
mercy (Matthew 5). We are our
brother/sister’s keeper.

Even from a totally secular,
humanitarian stance, pursuit of
the common good is considered
basic to society’s well being.

It calls us to address the needs
of neighbor and to have special
concern for the vulnerable

ones among us. The Founding
Documents of the United
States, which are not tied to any
particular religious creed but
grew out of Enlightenment-era
deism, affirm this concept.

Where did we
go wrong? How
can people of
faith who adhere
to the Gospel, or
Americans of good
will, who revere
the Founding
Documents,
possibly stray so far from the
quest for the common good?
How, for example, can we believe
that it is morally acceptable —
or even a sound idea — to seek
reduction of the national debt on
the backs of the poorest and most
vulnerable in our society? We
are in debt primarily because
of wars begun a decade ago,
yet some continue to propose
debt reduction through cuts to
education, health care and social
services.

The 2010 elections brought
to Congress representatives
who wave the banner of fiscal
responsibility as if budgets were
simply about numbers — no
people involved.

What can we do? The present
crisis challenges us to participate
in our democracy to a greater
degree than ever. We do that by
accepting responsibility — doing
it as penance, if necessary — to be
well informed. Television news
alone will not achieve that for
us. We have to read at least two
newspapers daily (preferably
a national paper along with a
local), either online or in print.
We can enhance this by listening
to National Public Radio (NPR)
news and watching television
news (something other than FOX)
at least three or four times a

Sr. Patricia
McCann

week. Reading Catholic journals,
such as Commonweal, America
or St. Anthony Messenger
regularly also helps bring a faith
perspective to contemporary
issues. There are sources other
than these suggested, but what

is critically important is that we
get trustworthy, objective and
accurate information.

In addition to being well
informed ourselves, we are
challenged to discuss issues
related to the common good at
every opportunity. We can lead
others to seek better information
as an aid to their own thinking
and decision-making. Many
in the faith community would
welcome guidance that is more
solidly grounded in Catholic
social teaching than some of the
partisan ranting they currently
hear from either the pulpit or the
Congress.

And we need to act — to vote,
to write lettes to the editor, to call
or email or write to legislators
about every issue that affects the
common good. For government
“of, by and for the people” to
actually work assumes a good
measure of responsibility on the
part of the governed. The times
we are living in are so dire that
the discipline of these seemingly
secular actions becomes an
asceticism of major importance.
The words of Pope Paul VI ring
true: “If you want peace, work for
justice.”

Sister Patricia McCann is
archvist in Pittsburgh and a
prolific writer on social justice
issues.
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PLAN (from Pg. 1)

That seems to be what
School Sister of Notre
Dame Barbara Valuckas
was hoping for. Barbara,
who facilitated the day,
will facilitate the NyP-
PaW Assembly. She also
helped direct the Institute
Chapter in Chicago this
past June. She explained
that unlike traditional
assemblies and chapters
where proposals are pre-
sented and debated, the
process introduced at the
Chapter and the one that
will be used for the As-
sembly allows for more
participation and discus-
sion.

“Discerning questions
as a group allows for
more input,” she said.

Sister Elaine Franz,
chair of the Assembly
Planning Committee, was
mistress of ceremonies.
Sister Nancy Hoff, NyP-
PaW president, greeted
participants with, “Good
morning, Mercy folks!”

She called the timing
of the Assembly “perfect”
as it follows the Institute
chapter giving sisters an
opportunity to probe and
unpack the Chapter Dec-
laration and ask, “Where
do we need to be led
now?”” Nancy also said
it was a time to review
NyPPaW’s governance
plan and see what works
and what needs to be ad-
justed.

Barbara opened the
process by inviting
participants to a “faith-
sharing” morning prayer
experience at their tables,

or base communities.
“One of the chal-
lenges is to become

a discerning group.
Faith-sharing helps
us to become spiritu-
ally acquainted with
each other. We have a
sense of how God is
working in a person’s
life; we deepen trust
in the decisions we
make together.”

She described
faith-sharing as a
form of apostolic
prayer.

“You are today’s apos-
tles. You look at the Gos-
pel as a mirror and see if
you can see yourself in
it,” she said.

Faith-sharing is not a
theological discussion or
a homily, and there is no
response to another per-
son’s sharing, she said.

“You are the world’s
best expert on what hap-
pens in your prayer,” she
said.

Sister Kathleen Ann
Kolb, chair of the Assem-
bly Governance Commit-
tee, introduced the seg-
ment on governance and
reminded participants that
another consultation in
Erie on Dec. 10 will fo-
cus entirely on that topic.

For the discussion
on governance, Barbara
explained that a “focused
conversation process”
would be used in which
participants in base com-
munities were to address
four questions around a
premise on how the Com-
munity Leadership Team
consults with members.

School Sister of Notre Dame Barbara
Valuckas facilitates the day which
helped plan for the NyPPaW Assembly.

The premise: “The CLT
goes to our geographic
areas two to three times a
year. All members are ex-
pected to attend. The CLT
provides updates from the
ILT and on NyPPaW’s
stewardship and finance.
There is an opportunity
for sisters to have input.”

The first question read
in two parts: What are
the key characteristics of
the community consulta-
tion process? Does that
accurately reflect the key
characteristics of the pro-
cess?

After a brief discus-
sion at tables, the con-
sensus agreed that it did.
Remaining questions
included:

— What is our subjective
experience of the CLT
meetings?

— How do we interpret
the subjective experience
of those at the table?

— What do we want to
say to the Governance
Committee?

In the afternoon ses-
sion, participants in base
communities were asked
to discuss how NyPPaW

can best live out the
Chapter Declaration
formed at the Institute
Chapter in Chicago.
The declaration listed
four actions on liv-
ing a Gospel-centered
spirituality: address
underlying causes of
the Sisters of Mercy
Critical Concerns,
use resources to ad-
dress unmet needs,
act in solidarity with
impoverished people
and create an envi-
ronment of sustainability.
Barbara addressed the
group saying, “Where
does NyPPaW have to
grow, go or learn in order
to live the Chapter Dec-
laration. Chapters and as-
semblies are about lead-
ership experiences. You
have to approach the As-
sembly by thinking like
a leader ... Where does
NyPPaW need to go?”
She invited the base
communities to come up
with two or three chal-
lenges facing NyPPaW.
Then, participants
changed their groups as
each from a base commu-
nity joined another called
a “consensus group” to
share the challenges iden-
tified in the base commu-
nities. Barbara instructed
groups to cluster similar
ideas and prioritize them,
before writing them on
large Post-It notes, which
are called “Idea Catch-
ers.” Finally, they were
posted on newsprint at
the front and placed into
categories for all to see.
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VOWS (from Pg. 1)

For Madeline, it
has marked the cul-
mination of a journey
that began in grade
school when, im-
pressed by the exam-
ple of the Franciscan
sisters who taught her
in Binghamton, N.Y.,
she first considered
religious life.

But after high
school, she earned
associate degrees in
medical records and
chemical technology
and worked in a doc-
tor’s office. Madeline
married and had chil-
dren. But the couple’s
marriage was annulled,
leaving Madeline to
raise the children — then
aged two, four and six
— alone. She operated
a day care center out
of her home while she
worked hard to raise her
young family.

“I persevered in faith
and had a lot of support
from family and friends.
I learned how blessed
and graced I really was,’
she said.

As her youngsters got
older, Madeline became
more involved in the life
of her parish. She was
an Eucharistic minister
at Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish. There, she
received caregiver train-
ing through Stephen’s
Ministry and listened to
the struggles of hurting

b

Sister Nancy Hoff, NyPPaW president, left, witnesses Sister Made-
line Rockwell signing her profession of perpetual vows in the chapel
of Mercy Center, Rochester, Aug. 27.

center sponsored by
the Sisters of Mercy.
In 2008, she professed
her first vows and
returned to Laredo to
work as a children’s
advocate at Casa de
Misericordia, a do-
mestic violence shel-
ter, and at the Lamar
Bruni Vergara Educa-
tional Center, which
is a part of Casa de
Misericordia.

Earlier this year,
she traveled to the
Mercy International
Centre, Dublin, Ire-
land, for a weeklong
retreat.

“Being on retreat in

people.

Once her children left
home, she was looking
to make more of a dif-
ference for others. Over
time, she considered
becoming a Sister of
Mercy, a decision sup-
ported by her family.

“I was drawn to the
Sisters of Mercy by their
hospitality and teachings
about Catherine McAu-
ley and her passion for
the poor and service to
women and children,”
she said.

Madeline moved to
Rochester and was ac-
cepted as a candidate in
June 2004. During her
time as a candidate, she
was a teacher’s assistant
at Seton Catholic School
and volunteered at

Mercy Outreach Center
and the Mercy Center

on Aging, all in Roches-
ter. She also completed
work for a bachelor’s
degree in community
and human services from
Empire State College,
Rochester.

Madeline spent her
novitiate year in Laredo,
Texas, where she vol-
unteered at the Laredo
Medical Center. She also
worked with women and
children in the education

Catherine said
that God can bend
and change any of
his creatures for
his purposes. That
pretty much has
been my life.

— Sr. Madeline
Rockwell

Catherine’s house was
a powerful experience

where Catherine’s spirit
is truly alive,” she said.

Today, Madeline is
back in Laredo continu-
ing her work on behalf
of women and children.

“I have been told that
I bring a peaceful pres-
ence to the women and
children at the shelter
as well as to the staff at
both ministries. Another
gift that I bring to Mercy
is my creativity and
playful nature,” she said.

Looking back on how
her life has unfolded,
she said, “Catherine said
that God can bend and
change any of his crea-
tures for his purposes.
That pretty much has
been my life. I continue
to learn that everything
is possible with God.”
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Former ballplayer chose to ‘catch’ Mercy in Pittsburgh

She was the youngest
of eight growing up in
McKeesport, Pa. Brother
Bill invited her to play
baseball with the neigh-
borhood kids, and she
was hooked. Even her last
name — Diamond — rang
with the all-American
sport.

Now 80, Sister Mary
Bride Diamond from the
parlor at the Convent
of Mercy in Pittsburgh
recalls her ball-playing
years.

The skills, developed
on sandlots and in high
school, were honed when
an eight-team girls’ soft-
ball league started in
McKeesport. Mary Bride,
a natural catcher, was
selected by a scouting
coach to play in the Pitts-
burgh area.

“I could play outfield,
infield — everything but
pitch,” she confessed.
She recalled when a
“big-game” batter hit a
winning line drive to her
shortstop position, and
she made a diving catch
to everyone’s raves.

“I had a lot of key hits,
too,” she admitted, in-
cluding a game-winning
home run.

She stood her catch-
er’s ground as runners
barreled to the plate.
“They never got past me.
I blocked the plate well,”
she said.

Injuries — being
spiked, hit in the face-
mask, and once hit by
a bat — were part of the
game.

Before Mercy

What our sisters did before
they became Sisters of Mercy

During World War 11,
Philip Wrigley, owner of
the Chicago Cubs, formed
the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball
League. He thought an
all-girls’ baseball league
would be an attraction. In
the late 1940s, the Chicago
Colleens and Springfield
Sallies visited New Castle,
Pa., for local tryouts.

Out of 125 girls vying
for a nod, only three made
it. Mary Bride was one.

“I was excited to say
the least,” she said. The
professional teams would
travel to major cities, stay
in great hotels, be chaper-
oned and, of course, play
ball. Still in high school,
she asked brother Jack for
permission, as their parents
were deceased.

Jack answered, “No.”
She had to graduate.

“Of course, I was dis-
appointed,” Mary Bride
said. After graduation, she
worked at G.C. Murphy’s
home office in the silk-
screening department. But
a Sister of Mercy, Sister
Kathleen Heavill, who
taught her at St. Peter High
School, changed her life.

“She thought I had
good character, could stand
on my own two feet and
made good decisions,”
Mary Bride said — all pre-
requisites for a religious
vocation — “but I didn’t
think so.”

One day, Kath-
leen made an un-
suspecting appoint-
ment for Mary
Bride with Mother
Superior Marga-
ret Mary Corbett,
adding that the
audience must be
kept. Mary Bride
showed up and on
Feb. 22, 1953, en-
tered.

She has enjoyed
teaching and being
program director at
Mercy Hall Infir-
mary. She credited
sports with helping
her develop disci-
pline, sportsman-
ship and getting
along with others.

Although she
gave up a baseball career,
her interest in sports never
waned. While in the stands
cheering for the Pirates,
she shouted encourage-
ment to first baseman
Willie Stargell. He caught
a foul ball and presented
it to Mary Bride with his
thanks.

The cherished memento
was given to an eighth-
grader at St. Paul Cathe-
dral School after promising
it to him if he behaved. He
did, and her word stuck.

A strategist by nature,
she along with Sister Leo-
na Stumpf would react to
a Steeler or Pirate’s game,
loudly questioning the tac-
tic behind a play.

“Young players today
don’t know how to pace
themselves. In August,
they’re tired. Pitchers

Sister Mary Bride Diamond dem-
onstrates a bunt as a young ballplayer.

have sore arms; they need
strong arms in September,”
she said, and laughingly
added, our advice is free,
“...just ask us!”

Her only unfulfilled
wish was tossing out a
first pitch from the mound
at the start of a Pirates’
home game. She now uses
a walker and can’t attend
games. But in between
prayer, working in the
mailroom, making sand-
wiches for the homeless
and bringing laughter to
those in Mercy Hall, she
still follows sports.

As much as she loved
baseball, becoming a Sister
of Mercy “was the best
thing I ever did in my life.
I am as happy as I can be,”
she beamed.

Enjoy a longer version of
this story at our website:
WWW.mercynyppaw.org
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‘Praying presence’ in downtown Erie marks four decades

Nestled just two
blocks from State
Street, downtown Erie’s
main thoroughfare,
on the western end of
Gannon University’s
sprawling campus, is
the House of Prayer.
Gannon dorms border
the east and west sides
of the house. The for-
mer Antler’s Bar, now
the One Green World
Café — the university’s
new coffee shop where
expresso and lattes are
now dispensed — faces
across the street. A diverse cropping
of inner-city families round out the
active neighborhood.

“We hope to be a praying pres-
ence in the midst of the city,”
says Sister Rita Panciera, House
of Prayer member since 1971 and
director since 1975. The House of
Prayer offers a weekly Saturday
Mass and two, weekly sessions of
Centering Prayer, a popular method
of contemplative prayer, placing a
strong emphasis on interior silence,
and a monthly book discussion on
Fridays. From September through
May, one can find weekly Scripture
study on Wednesdays and a once-
monthly Sunday afternoon of reflec-
tion for those who practice Center-
ing Prayer.

It has been an oasis of prayer
for the past 40 years at the corner
of Fourth and Sassafras streets, and
celebrated four decades of service
with a Mass on Sunday, Sept. 18,
at Gannon’s Mary, Seat of Wisdom
Chapel. A light lunch followed.

The House of Prayer started as a
six-week project involving several
women religious, including Mercy
Sisters Rita Brocke, Madeline

Sister Rita Panciera extends a warm welcome to the House of
Prayer, Erie. Rita has directed the House of Prayer since 1975.

Hahn and Rita. The idea was part
of a country-wide movement called
HOPE (House of Prayer Experi-
ence) initiated locally by the Sisters
Council of the Diocese of Erie.

Rita explains that the group
rented the house for six weeks from
Erie resident Mildred Cochran. But
HOPE caught on, and the found-
ers decided to continue using the
two-and-a-half story house as a
prayer center. Mildred, now near 90,
extended the lease — she is still the
landlady.

“Both Mildred and Gannon
University have been very good to
us,” says Rita, seated at a table in

House of Prayer, Erie.

the tiny kitchen as an
end-of-summer breeze
finds its way through
the 104-year-old house’s
open windows. Behind
her sit a variety of teas
on a narrow countertop.
Her words are inter-
rupted by the excited
chatter of children in a
small, walking caravan
from the nearby Martin
Luther King Day Care
Center passing along a
sidewalk visible from
the kitchen window. Rita
laughs.

“It 1s so nice to be in a neighbor-
hood where you can see people out
and talk to them,” she says.

Rita describes the “House” as
one of the longest-running Houses
of Prayer in the United States. It
has developed a Christian commu-
nity representing several religious
denominations.

“We try to be a sign of hope and
community in a fractured world,”
says Rita, who lives on the premis-
es. “We build community in conver-
sations and silence. This is a place
where people can be themselves; a
place of peace.”

Besides the weekly and monthly
programs, the House of Prayer has
occasional seminars on prayer and
spirituality, workshops on Center-
ing Prayer, directed-prayer days and
days of reflection. Rita, a certified
spiritual director, sees about 40 cli-
ents a month for spiritual direction.
Mass is celebrated in the living
room; people sit on a staircase
on days of higher attendance. A
renovated attic is home to a simply
decorated chapel with the Blessed
Sacrament in a tabernacle.

Says Rita, “This is a pretty active
place.”
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Six questions for Sr. Janet Korn on her recent trip to Kenya

From Aug. 28 to Sept. 10,
Sister Janet Korn traveled
to Kenya to see firsthand
the problems being created
in the African nation by
famine and drought. She
was part of a delegation
from Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, the humanitarian re-
lief and development agen-
cy of the Catholic bishops
in the United States. The
purpose of the trip was to
advocate on behalf of CRS
and their work in Kenya.

A Sister of Mercy for 56
vears, Janet is coordinator
of urban ministry and mis-
sion educator for the Dio-
cese of Rochester. She an-
swered for In HARMONY
these questions about her
first trip to Africa:

Describe your
experience in Kenya.

I think the best word I
could come up with was
“moving.” I was deeply
moved by the strength of
the people, living in the
midst of the most adverse
and harsh realities, they
carry on in hope and in
their care for one another.

What did you learn?

I learned about long-suf-
fering, patience, love and
hope in the midst of re-
alities that overwhelm the
human spirit; that a young
boy searching for some
grass on which to graze his
cows could live on a-half
bottle of water for days;
that small, poor commu-

Sister Janet Korn enjoys a conversation with Kenyan woman
during a recent trip sponsored by Catholic Relief Services.

nities can work together
to dig wells to find water
for themselves and their
flocks, with help from
CRS. Also, thousands of
lives are spared death due
to HIV/AIDS even when
the United States agrees
to spend less than one per-
cent on international aid. |
learned that people don’t
need a lot of “stuff” to

be happy, and the human
family can truly work as
one when one part of that
family is suffering from
famine and drought.

What surprised you?

I was surprised to see the
Christian and Muslim
communities living and
working so well together,
and the tremendous ef-
fort of non-governmental
agencies from around the
world working as one to
feed, house, heal and sup-
port the Somalian people.
I was surprised, too, by
the generosity of the host
country, Kenya, which has
provided a home for the

over 400,000 refugees and
is using some of its own
scarce resources to support
the people in the refugee
camps.

What needs did you
see in Kenya?

Water is the greatest need

that I witnessed, but it was
very evident that Kenya

is a developing country in

need of roads and a stron-

ger infrastructure.

How do those needs tie
in with Mercy?

The whole experience of
Kenya spoke so deeply to
our fourth vow of service
to people who are poor,
sick and uneducated. It
was a blessing to know
that the Irish Sisters of
Mercy provide a large
ministry for the Kenya
people. The provincial

of the sisters told me that
they had 60 Kenyan sis-
ters and 17 from Ireland.
It was wonderful to know
that we are so powerfully

present in that country.

Also, my whole experi-
ence there spoke to me of
our Chapter concerns, but
most especially of these
words: “Having listened
deeply to the God who
speaks in each of us and
in this Chapter, we are led
to liberate and redistribute
our human and financial
resources across the Insti-
tute and develop creative
solutions to unmet needs
acting in solidarity with
impoverished people;
and to act in ways which
contribute to a sustainable
future for our Institute, the
Church and Earth.”

The trip also spoke
deeply to our Critical Con-
cerns.

How can we help?

CRS works exceptionally
well with the communities
living in the rural areas,
developing agriculture,
providing clean water

and teaching good sanita-
tion. CRS has saved lives
through its HIV/AIDS pro-
grams and peace-making
initiatives. CRS workers
desperately need financial
and prayer support. Send
any contribution to: Catho-
lic Relief Services, 209

W. Fayette St., Baltimore,
MD 21201.

For more of this interview
and additional photos,
visit our website at
WWW.Mercynyppaw.org
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Convent Blessing in the Philippines

On Jan. 9,2010, a fire that started in a computer
room destroyed Holy Cross Convent, Kolambugan,
Philippines, and damaged several classrooms at the
adjoining Holy Cross High School. As the ruins still
smoldered, the sisters in the Philippines were already
planning to repair and rebuild.

In June 2010, with repairs completed, students once
again filled the high school classrooms. On July 28, the
sisters finally got the chance to call their new convent
“home” with a prayerful dedication and celebration.
Here in photos is that special day at the convent:

Sisters Socorro Largo and Maria Corazon Dongallo
prepare to cut the ribbon at an entrance to Holy
Cross Convent.

Father Delfin Gualiza Jr. blesses a statue of Our Lady of
Mercy outside Holy Cross Convent.

occupant.

Congregation of the Holy Spirit Father Henri Medjo Mvomo lights
candles at the start of the blessing of Holy Cross Convent.
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Trocaire program gets nod for prestigious scholarship luncheon

When you need some-
one to manage and prepare
an elegant scholarship
luncheon, whom are you
going to call? The Statler
Foundation dialed up the
Trocaire College Russell
J. Salvatore School of
Hospitality Management,
Buffalo.

Three faculty members
and 10 students from the
Trocaire program were
responsible for all aspects
of dining room set-up, cu-
linary production, service
and clean-up, according to
Jim Carlo, program direc-
tor.

The event was the foun-
dation’s annual Awards
of Excellence luncheon
Sept. 12 at the Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site
(TRIS) on Delaware
Avenue. Seventy people,
including 10 scholarship
winners from all over the
United States, attended.

“This was an out-
standing opportunity for
our students to give back
through service to the
Statler Foundation which
has been so generous
to our students over the
years,” he said. “The lun-
cheon was a very valuable
experiential learning op-
portunity for the students.
They were able to gain
valuable experience in
off-site catering at a high
level and this reinforces
the students learning
outcomes contained in our
curriculum.”

Jim explained that
Trocaire placed a bid to

Faculty and students prepare the luncheon at which the
Statler Foundation awarded its annual scholarships to stu-
dents who are studying hospitality management. Pictured
is Peter Del Cotto, right, Ryan Voelker, front left, and Ryan

McDonnell in the background.

work the event at the TRIS
and the college’s partner-
ship made it an attractive
proposal.

“We have very success-
fully partnered with the
TRIS for past events. As
we do not have a dining
room on campus that can
hold 70 people, it seemed
a logical fit to ‘partner’
with TRIS, and it was a
huge success,” he said.

According to Jim,
Trocaire students are not
eligible for foundation
scholarships awarded at
the luncheon, because the
college offers only a two-
year associate in applied
science degree. The Sept.
12 awards were for bac-
calaureate students. He
said all full-time Trocaire
students are eligible for
a $1,000 per semester
Statler Foundation Award.
Also, hospitality manage-
ment students can apply
for other Statler Trocaire

Scholarship funding.
Among those receiving
a scholarship at the dinner
was Angela Schroeder, a
student in the hospital-
ity management program
at Mercyhurst College,
Erie, who also studied at
Trocaire. Each scholarship
totals between $20,000-
$25,000 and helps students
with the cost of tuition,
books and fees. Mercy-
hurst is one of 10 colleges
and universities offering
a four-year program in
hospitality management.
The others are: Cornell
University, Florida
International Uni-
versity, Johnson &
Wales University,
Michigan State
University, Niaga-
ra University, Paul
Smith’s College,
Pennsylvania State
University, Purdue
University and
Rochester Institute

of Technology.

“There were representa-
tives from most of the top
hospitality management
schools in the country.
This will help our students
who want to continue the
pursuit of a baccalaure-
ate degree at one of these
institutions, and it was a
great networking event for
all of the faculty and ad-
ministration who attended.
In short, it helps put us ‘on
the map,” ” he said.

The foundation is
named for Ellsworth
Milton (E.M.) Statler, who
built his first permanent
Statler Hotel in 1907 in
Buffalo. It was the first
major hotel to have a pri-
vate bath or shower with
running water in every
room. Later, the Statler
Foundation was started in
Buffalo to support students
who study hotel and hospi-
tality management.

Among Statler’s fa-
mous sayings were: “Life
is service. The one who
progresses is the one who
gives his fellow human
beings a little more, a little
better service,” and “The
guest is always right.”

A professionally-set table at the lun-
cheon by Trocaire College students.
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Two Rochester ministries merge to strengthen Mercy presence

Susan Aiello summed up the
merger of Mercy Residential Ser-
vices and Mercy Outreach Center
this way: more Mercy in Roches-
ter.

This summer, both longstanding
ministries became programs under
the umbrella of Mercy Community
Services.

“I am excited and proud of our
services and a greater Mercy pres-
ence in Rochester,” said Susan,
director of both ministries and,
now, the new entity.

Sister Patricia Prinzing, vice
president of NyPPaW’s leadership
team, called the joining of minis-
tries a “new moment.”

“We are moving forward togeth-
er to better serve the needs of the
poor in inner-city Rochester and
the needs of homeless pregnant
and parenting teens,” she said.

Robert Morgan, head of the
newly combined 16-member board
of directors, said the move assures
a longer life for both ministries.

“The long-term sustainability
of the critical programs offered by
both MOC and MRS was our pri-
mary objective when we decided
to merge the two organizations and
create Mercy Community Servic-
es,” he said.

Susan explained that the move
was necessitated by effects of a
sluggish economy and the need to
use resources more effectively.

“The nonprofit sector is suf-
fering a down economy. There
are few grant funds available and
donations are down, so we need to
work more efficiently,” she said.

With the merger, Mercy Com-
munity Services is a larger orga-
nization that can attract and retain
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Helping steer the course for Mercy Community Services (MCS) pictured, from left,
are: Marc Natale, MCS board treasurer and president/consultant, Natale Organi-
zational Consulting; Susan Aiello, MCS president/CEQO; and Robert Morgan, MCS
board chair and president/CEQ, Nottingham Ventures Inc.

the gifted personnel needed to suc-
cessfully run the agency, she said.
Hence, costs are lowered.

Susan explained that Mercy
Residential Services had been
looking to partner with a similar
agency to meet its goals for sus-
tainability and stability.

Robert called the mission and
values of the Sisters of Mercy “the
building blocks of the combined
organization.” He said all stake-
holders — volunteers, donors and
funders, staff, leadership, the board
and those served by the ministries
— have been a part of the planning
process.

“From the start our goal was to
create an efficient, professionally
run and financially stable organi-
zation which allows us to put our
emphasis on the programs and ser-
vices offered by Mercy Residential
Services and the Mercy Outreach
Center. Mercy Community Ser-
vices will do more to support
those in need and will do it well,
strengthening the Mercy presence
in our community,” Susan said.

Services at both ministries
remain essentially the same. The
Outreach Center was established in
1977 and provides access to pri-
mary health care, dental care and
advocacy services to the uninsured
and the underserved. Volunteers
help achieve its mission to meet
the basic health care needs of
those in the community who are
denied access to medical, dental
and advocacy services because of
their lack of financial resources.
The center also provides referral
services, legal services, housing
information and volunteer income
tax assistance.

The Residential Services were
established in 1980 and provide
a continuum of supportive hous-
ing and services for pregnant and
parenting teens, young women and
their children. In addition to transi-
tional housing and emergency shel-
ter, it offers case management and
life skills education in a nurturing
environment. Using an holistic ap-
proach, women are empowered to
develop healthy relationships and
become self-sufficient.
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Pittsburgh Sisters of Mercy heallng presence in C1V1l War

By Kathleen Washy

From the very begin-
ning of the Civil War,
Roman Catholic sis-
ters across the country
responded to the call
to nurse the sick and
wounded soldiers. Out of
the war’s 3,200 military
nurses, more than 600
were sister nurses from
12 religious orders. Thir-
ty-six Pittsburgh Sisters
of Mercy were among
those who answered the
call.

The Pittsburgh Sisters
of Mercy were able to
provide skilled nursing
care as they had experi-
ence through their work
at Mercy Hospital, which
they established in 1847.
Their on-the-job training
was valuable at a time
when there was a lack of
available trained nurses.
Living out their religious
vows, the sisters provided
altruistic nursing care by
showing God’s love for
all people. The nuns were
highly qualified nurses at
a time when little thought
had been given to plan-
ning for the soldiers’
health care.

At the war’s onset,
the military structure was
ill-prepared for handling
the sick and the wounded,
which was why the sisters
were so useful. Initially,
patients often ended up
in existing permanent
hospitals. By 1862, Pitts-

burgh’s Mercy Hospital
was filled beyond capac-
ity. Reacting to this ever-
increasing need, the U.S.
government began estab-
lishing military hospitals
throughout the North.

With this increase of
hospitals, the demand for
nurses grew as well. The
superintendent of nurses,
Dorothea Dix, sought out
nurses but she seldom ap-
proved a Catholic nurse
as she was anti-Catholic.
Dix’s efforts to keep out
Catholics were in vain as
the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral allowed Catholics to
work as nurses.

In 1862, Secretary
of War Edwin Stanton
personally appointed
the Pittsburgh Sisters of
Mercy to staff the newly-
erected Stanton Hospital
in Washington, D.C.
When the hospital doors
opened to 130 waiting
patients, the sisters went
into action, providing
quality care to all war
casualties. Due to the
condition and the sheer
numbers of patients, the
work at Stanton was
draining for the sisters.
There was a time when
the sisters had 500 pa-
tients under their care.
The sisters established
a system of rotating sis-
ters from Pittsburgh to
alleviate the stress. The
result was that a total of
26 Pittsburgh Sisters of
Mercy served at Stanton
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In this painting commissioned by Abraham Lincoln and
painted by White House artist, Florence Meyers, a sister
comforts a wounded soldier in a Civil War tent hospital in the
Civil War, likely in Vicksburg. The painting is at the Convent

of Mercy, Pittsburgh.

Hospital throughout the
course of the war.

The doctors, patients,
and community valued
the nuns for their selfless
hard work.

In the book, “Nuns
of the Battleficld,” Ellen
Ryan Jolly wrote that the
Sisters of Mercy “were
not afraid of toil, self-de-
nial or hardships, so that
they could glorify God
and relieve the anguish
of mind or body of the ...
soldiers in the Stanton.”

During the war, Presi-
dent Lincoln visited Stan-
ton Hospital and noticed
and respected what the
Sisters of Mercy were do-

ing for the patients.
According to Jolly’s
book, after Lincoln’s
visit to Stanton Hospital,
the president wrote: “Of
all the forms of charity
and benevolence seen
in the crowded wards of
the hospitals, those of
the Catholic Sisters were
among the most efficient
.. More lovely than any-
thing I had ever seen in
art, so long devoted to il-
lustrations of love, mercy
and charity, are the pic-
tures that remain of these
modest Sisters going on
their errands of mercy

(See next page)
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among the suffering and
the dying.”

Secretary of War
Stanton evidently agreed
with Lincoln’s sentiments
and turned to the Sisters
of Mercy again. He re-
ceived permission from
Pittsburgh’s West Penn
Hospital to commandeer
its building and turn it
into a military hospital.
This hospital was in an
ideal location, adjacent
to railroad tracks, with
trains transporting the
wounded. Renovations
were completed and West
Penn was established as
a military hospital for
Pennsylvania soldiers.

Once completed, Stan-
ton enlisted the help of
the Pittsburgh Sisters of
Mercy to organize and
supervise the nursing
care at this Pittsburgh-
based military hospital.
The Oct. 22, 1863, edi-
tion of the Pittsburgh
Post noted the follow-
ing: “Everywhere, these
sisters have inaugurated
by their presence order,
cleanliness, comforts,
and attention to the
poor wounded soldiers
which have rivaled the
endearments of home
... A visit to the United
States Military Hospital
here will give some idea
of the value of the ser-
vices of these unostenta-
tious and self-sacrificing
women, whose highest
rank on the roll book of
the Department is that of

nurse, but who have been
accorded by common
consent, their true title —
Sisters of Mercy.”

The hospital quickly
overflowed with patients
and a tent city evolved
on the hillside near West
Penn. Platform tents were
erected, with each hous-
ing eight to 10 soldiers,
and the sisters extended
their care to the hillside.
With their staff stretched
between the two military
hospitals, the Sisters of
Mercy were challenged fi-
nancially to maintain their
permanent hospital. As
always, the sisters at Pitts-
burgh’s Mercy Hospital
would not turn a patient
away because of an in-
ability to pay. The sisters
found that their finances
were being stretched. In
gratitude toward the sis-
ters, a group of citizens
petitioned the government
for state appropriations
for the hospital. The

group was successful and
throughout the war years,
the government included
Mercy Hospital as part of
its appropriations.

While the Pittsburgh
community showed their
gratitude in one way, the
national community ex-
hibited their gratitude in
a much more life-altering
way. While the Catholic
nuns were providing nurs-
ing care to the soldier pa-
tients, they unknowingly
also were contributing
to the changing attitude
toward Roman Catholics,
helping to alter the anti-
Catholic fervor that was
prevalent in the United
States. Through their
devotion to nursing any
patient, the sisters helped
shift public opinion. From
the sisters’ perspective,
their war service was
purely fulfilling their mis-
sion on Earth, to help oth-
ers as Jesus would want

The Sisters of Mercy care for the wounded at Stanton Hospi-
tal, Washington, D.C., in a portion of a painting by Walter E.
Brown, which is housed at the Convent of Mercy, Pittsburgh.

them. They did not seek
to be acknowledged nor
did they view it as a ve-
hicle to end anti-Catholi-
cism — they merely were
doing what needed to be
done.

All of the nuns who
served in the Civil War
were recognized in 1924
when a monument was
erected in Washington,
D.C., at the intersection
of Rhode Island Ave.
NW, M St. and Connecti-
cut Ave. NW.

At the dedication, the
speakers and the audi-
ence pleasantly were
surprised to discover that
there was a nun pres-
ent who had served in
the Civil War — Sister
Madeline O’Donnell,

a Pittsburgh Sister of
Mercy who had served
at the West Penn Mili-
tary Hospital when she
was 19 years old. To the
sounds of thunderous
applause from the 5,000
spectators, the 81-year-
old sister was escorted to
the stage and took part in
the activities. Sister Mad-
eline represented all of
the Catholic sisters who
served in the war, caus-
ing everyone to remem-
ber that the nuns went a
step beyond by bringing
with them their spiritual
need to provide care, “to
do unto others” as pre-
scribed by Jesus.

Kathleen Washy is archi-
vist for UPMC Mercy,
Pittsburgh.
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Heritage Corridor, mural dedicated at Mercy Hospital, Buffalo

Mercy Hospital, Buffalo, part
of Catholic Health and the Sisters
of Mercy dedicated and blessed
the new main hospital lobby and
Heritage Corridor, which connects
the new emergency center with the
main lobby, on Sept. 22.

In another event, the Sisters of
Mercy joined the staff of Mercy
Hospital on Sept. 29, the birthday
of Catherine McAuley, for the
showing of the Mercy Comprehen-
sive Care Center (MCCC) Heritage
Wall. The MCCC, a primary care
“supercenter” that opened this past
April, is located on the site of the
former St. Brigid’s Parish and first
foundation of the Sisters of Mercy
when they arrived in Buffalo in
1858. The MCCC is housed in a
new 21,000-square-foot addition to
the former Mercy Health Center at
397 Louisiana St. in Buffalo.

At Mercy Hospital, the 60-foot
mural in the corridor chronicles the
history and milestones of the hospi-
tal, founded in 1904 by the Sisters
of Mercy. The main lobby project,
estimated at $1.8 million, com-
pletes the second phase of Catholic

Sister Peggy Gorman, gesturing with her back to the
camera, and Sister Joan Sherry, were among those on hand
for the opening of the Mercy Comprehensive Care Center
(MCCC) Heritage Wall on Sept. 29.

Health’s $32 million Mercy Emer-
gency Center Construction Project.
The new emergency center, housed
in a 46,000-square-foot addition to
the hospital, opened in May 2010.
“Even though we no longer have
many sisters doing direct ministry
work at Mercy, it is good to know
that our presence will be felt here,
not only in the photo murals of the
Heritage Corridor, but in the spirit
of so many of the people who work
within these walls,”
said Sister Nancy
Hoft, NyPPaW
president, who
addressed about
60 people gathered
for the dedication.
“They carry on the
mission of Mercy
and the spirit of
Catherine McAu-
ley, our foundress,
who reached out to
those in need with
compassion and
gentleness.”

Pictured admiring the Mercy Heritage Mural at Mercy Hospital, Buffalo, from
left, are Sisters Christina Dineen, Marie Bernarde Procknal and Geraldine Rosin-
ski, a member of the NyPPaW leadership team. The 60-foot mural in the corridor
chronicles the history and milestones of the hospital

In his remarks, C.J. Urlaub, Mercy
Hospital president and chief operat-
ing officer, thanked the Sisters of
Mercy for the dedicated service to
the hospital that has brought it to
where it is today. He also acknowl-
edged the support of the Catholic
Health System, stating, “Catholic
Health believes in our journey and
believes that Mercy always strives
to be great. And, I believe that we
can continue to build on the out-
standing work of those who have
come before us.”

Sister Peggy Gorman, NyPPaW
chief development officer, and
Sister Sheila Marie Walsh, director
of sister services at Mercy Center
and former administrator and CEO
of Mercy Hospital, led the unveil-
ing of the Heritage Corridor with
assistance from a group of longtime
Mercy staff members, physicians
and volunteers. Following the
unveiling, the Sisters of Mercy and
Mercy associates blessed the main
lobby and Heritage Corridor, as the
sisters sang, “The Prayer of Cath-
erine McAuley.”
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Mercy directors meet in Belmont

Mercy Volunteers serving in Erie

NyPPaW welcomed two Mercy Volunteers

in August who are giving a year of service at
SafeNet in Erie. Pictured, from left, are: Amber
Lindstrum, from Carroll University, Waukesha,
Wisc., and Elizabeth Minor, from Belmont
Abbey College, Belmont, N.C. Elizabeth is in
her second year of service at SafeNet; Amber is
in her first year. Both are sharing an apartment
at Mercyhurst College, Erie. SafeNet provides
sanctuary, support, education and advocacy for
victims of domestic violence.

A NyPPaW welcome

NyPPaW recently welcomed Miguelita, left, who
is pictured with Sister Michele Marie Schroeck
in Erie. A native of Mexico, Miguelita is studying
at Mercyhurst College North East. She gradu-
ated from San Jose School Migrant School — La
Escuela de San Jose — which was sponsored by
the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas. Offer-

ing grades kindergarten through four, it had
campuses in Fremont, Ohio, and Plant City, Fla.
Miguelita studied at both. In fact, Michele Marie
taught her in kindergarten and the first grade.

Renee Higgins, NyPPaW human resources director, is pictured at
far left during a meeting of human resource directors who work
for Sisters of Mercy communities. The directors met in Belmont,
N.C., Sept. 8-9. Pictured with Renee, from left, are: Patricia Man-
zi, South Central; Julie Moreno, West Midwest; Ellie Albright,
Mid Atlantic; and Deb Wallace, Northeast. The directors shared
best practices and agreed to work on a comprehensive orientation
program for new employees to ensure a consistent understanding
and education of Mercy.

Winning team

Pictured is the com-
munications team
that was given a
“Best Practices”
award by the Na-
tional Communica-
tions Network for
Women Religious at
its annual confer-
ence in New Orleans
Sept. 27-30. Seated,
from left, are Gary
Loncki, NyPPaW
communications
director, and Pat
Sadler, NyPPaW
information technol-
ogy director. Stand-
ing, from left, are
Sandy Goetzinger,
West Midwest com-
munications director,
and Debbi DellaPorta,
Mid-Atlantic com-
munications director.

The four worked at
the Mid-Atlantic As-
sembly last April and
created a template for
others to use on how to
provide effective com-
munications at assem-

blies. The name of the
project: “Assemblies
’R Us.” The same team
will perform commu-
nication duties at the
NyPPaW Assembly
next April.
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News Around NyPPaW

BUFFALO
Mercy Giving Circle grants awarded

New associates make covenant

Five new Mercy Associates professed their covenant
commitments at the chapel of Mercy Center, Buf-
falo, on Sept. 18. Pictured in the front row, from
left, are Paula Penepent and Judith Waggoner.

In the back row, from left, are Rose Marie Hall,
Charleen Huegel, Mary Laubenthal. During the
ceremony, two Mercy Associates — Lucy Huffnagle
and Jeanette Shaver — were recognized for their
silver jubilees. Their stories appear in the Jubilee!
special section.

The Sisters of Mercy in Buffalo, through the generosity of the
members of the Many Faces of Mercy Giving Circle, awarded
grants to four, non-profit groups that serve women and girls in
the Western New York area. Pictured are the recipients of the
2011 Mercy Giving Circle grants. Seated, from left, are Penny
Selmonsky, Neighborhood Legal Services; Rebecca Vincheski,
Boys and Girls Club of Buffalo, and Nancy Langer, Nativity
Miguel School of Buffalo. Standing, from left, are: Susan St.
Andrew, Giving Circle member; Venita McCollough, Natasha
Williams and Sister Anne Marie Weldon, Neighborhood Legal
Services; Robert Lowery, Boys and Girls Club of Buffalo;

and David Zapfel, Gerard Place. The grants were distributed
Sept. 20 at the annual Many Faces of Mercy Giving Circle
awards ceremony at Mercy Center, Buffalo. A total of $13,000
in grants was awarded. Grants ranged from $1,500 to $5,000.
Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, the philanthropic group
encourages, inspires and educates laywomen to become more
effective philanthropists.

New life for an old school

Photo courtesy of the Western New York Catholic

Several Sisters of Mercy from Buffalo enjoy a visit to the Moth-
er Frances Warde Community Room, now part of Holy Family
Senior Citizen Apartments, South Buffalo. Pictured in the front
row, from left, are Sisters Mary Josepha Timmins (with purse),
Pauline Petruzella and Rosemary Petrie; Bernadette Harlan,
executive director, Delta Development; Sister Patricia Prinzing,
NyPPaW vice president; and Sister Thomas Marie Murphy.

In the back row, from left, are Sisters Mary Elaine Malloy,
Mary Caritas Quinn and Mary Anne Weldon; Bishop Edward
U. Kmiec; and Sisters Mary Jean Thomas Danahy and Mary
Ellen Twist. The former Holy Family School had been staffed
by the Sisters of Mercy for many years before closing in 2004.
This year, the building was converted to 35 units of affordable
low- and moderate-income rental units for folks 55 and older.
Catholic Charities will operate the South Buffalo Food Pantry
in the complex. Bishop Kmiec blessed the new facility on Sept.
26. The Sisters of Mercy, government and diocesan officials were
among those who attended.
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News Around NyPPaW

ERIE

Eagle project helps ministry

Tim Whitman, 15, created a community garden at
the House of Mercy, Erie, as his Eagle Scout proj-
ect. The garden, located on land donated by Don
Crenshaw, pictured at right, was dedicated on
June 18. The House of Mercy Crenshaw Garden,
located on an empty lot across the street from the
Sisters of Mercy neighborhood ministry, includes
six raised beds with strawberries, raspberries,
blueberries and a variety of vegetables. The gar-
den area is enclosed with a rabbit fence and hand-
made gate with a sign bearing the garden’s name.
Scout volunteers, family members and House of
Mercy youth worked on the garden project. Tim
is the nephew of Sister Michele Marie Schroeck,
House of Mercy director.

Meeting on rural ministry

The Rural House of Mercy Sisters, Reynoldsville, sponsored by
NyPPaW, recently hosted a luncheon for sisters who minister in

the rural areas of the Diocese of Erie. These sisters minister in

eight counties within the Erie Diocese and two within the Altoona/
Johnstown Diocese. Sisters Trish Tyler and Margaret Park are
codirectors of the Rural House of Mercy. Pictured in the front row,
from left, are Trish and Sister of Mercy Tina Geiger, along with
Anawim Sister Therese Dush and Benedictine Sister Marian Wehler.
On the first step, from left, are Anawim Sisters Suzanne Thibault
and Karen Willenbring. Standing alone is Benedictine Sister Phyllis
Schleicher. On the next step are Margaret and Anawim Sister Ruth
Ann Madera. In the back row are Sister of St. Joseph Clare Marie
Beichner and Benedictine Sister Mary W. Hoffman. Missing from

photo is Sister of Mercy Rita Kartavich.

Liberian
bishop visits
Erie Sisters
of Mercy

Bishop Andrew Jag-
aye Karnley of the
Diocese of Cape Pal-
mas, Liberia, West
Africa, recently
visited the Sisters

of Mercy in Erie to
spend time with two
Sisters of the Holy
Family, who are from
Liberia. Sisters Kade
Browne and Christiana
Menyongar are study-
ing at Mercyhurst
College, Erie, and liv-

ing with the Sisters of
Mercy. Pictured, from
left, are: Sister Berna-
dette Bell, Erie house
coordinator; Bishop
Karnley; Sister Kade;
and Sister Natalie

Rossi, Erie local leader.
During his Aug. 6-7
visit, the bishop also
celebrated Mass for the
sisters in the Our Lady
of Mercy chapel.
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ERIE
A day for donors Visit from Ireland

The Sisters of Mercy in Erie held their annual
day for donors with a prayer service and recep-
tion at the motherhouse on Oct. 2. Pictured
enjoying the day are, from left, Dr. Maryann
Albaugh and her father, Francis Albaugh; and
Sister Mary Timothy Kelley.

New look at Mercy Hilltop

The team of the Mercy Hilltop Center, Inc., and volunteers
refurbished the senior citizen facility during its annual two-
week shutdown just before Labor Day. Pictured painting,
from left, are: Sister Kathy Preston, office manager; Karen
Narusewicz, executive team leader; Debbie Kraus, pro-
gram director; and Rachel Meislin, a summer intern from
Mercyhurst College. Walter Kubinski, a resident of Mercy
Terrace Apartments also helped with the painting. The
project included cleaning and renovations of offices. The
center held an open house Sept. 14 to celebrate the new look
and welcome back patrons.

i 1k h\'&
Officials from Dungarvan, Ireland, toured Mercyhurst Col-
lege, Erie, on Sept. 29 and visited the Sisters of Mercy mother-
house on Sept. 30 during a stop in Erie. The delegation visited
Erie as part of a “sister-city” tour. During the visit to the
motherhouse, the delegation met with sisters and presented
a decorative candle from the Sisters of Mercy in Dungarvan.
Pictured during the visit, from left, are: Sister Mary Ag-
nes Zore; Carmel Higgins and her husband Tom Higgins, a
member of the Dungarvan city council; and Sister Jean Marie
Sullivan.

Mercy Terrace awarded grant

The Erie Community Foundation presented Mercy Terrace
Apartments on East Grandview Boulevard with an $8,000
urgent-needs grant toward the purchase of a trash compactor.
Pictured with the new compactor, from left, are David Gonza-
les, foundation program director; Sister Mary Felice Duska,
Mercy Terrace director; and Jessica Horan-Kunco, Mercy
Terrace bookkeeper. The grant paid for about half the cost of
the compactor. Mercy Terrace provides independent living for
middle income senior citizens.
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Gesture A ‘Leading Lady’ is honored

of hospitality Sister Judith

A statue of Mother Stojhovic,

Frances Warde now
graces the outdoor
Hospitality Garden

at Carlow University,
Pittsburgh. Pictured
with the statue are
Sister Sheila Carney,
left, special assistant
to the president for
Mercy Heritage and
Service at Carlow, and
Mercy Sister Marie
Henderson of Detroit
who sculpted the
statue. The statue was
dedicated on Sept. 19.

ROCHESTER

Enjoying a new patio

Activities assistant
Margo Conheady,
center, and residents
Theresa Sheridan,
left, and Sister Eileen
Fitzgibbons enjoy a
recent late summer
afternoon on the

new patio under an

oak tree in the front
of Mercy Center,
Rochester, on the west
side of the building.
According to Sister
Mary Marvin, activi-
ties director, the patio
was constructed in
August and features

two iron tables and an
assortment of chairs
for Mercy Center’s
Community Care Cen-
ter residents to enjoy.
Residents also plant
flowers each year in
flowerboxes near the
patio.

principal of

St. Maurice
School, Pitts-
burgh, displays
her award from
Oakland Catho-
lic High School
as a “Leading
Lady.” The
honor was

given Sept.

24 at Leading
Ladies VIII at the Westin Convention Center,
Pittsburgh. The event is a fundraising auction
sponsored annually by the school to recognize
“Leading Ladies” in philanthropy, business,
education, medicine and the arts in the Pitts-
burgh Region. Judith was honored as a “Lead-
ing Lady” in education.

Congratulations, Sister Fidelis

Sister Fidelis McDonough enjoys a conversation
with a well-wisher at the 2011 Greater Pitts-
burgh ATHENA Awards luncheon held Sept.

19. Fidelis, director of Neighborhood Ministries,
was one of six nominated for the award given

to women who demonstrate excellence, creativ-
ity and initiative in their profession; contribute
time and energy to improving the quality of life
for others in the Pittsburgh area; and actively
assist women in realizing their full leadership
potential. M.J. Tocci, principal of Trial Run Inc.,
a Pittsburgh consulting firm, won the award.
More than 900 people attended the luncheon at
the Westin Convention Center Hotel, Pittsburgh.
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Sr. Mary Eymard Hyland
Rochester
July 21,2011

A Sister of Mercy
for 68 years, Sis-
ter Mary Eymard,
86, taught at these
Rochester high
schools: Cardinal
Mooney and Our
Lady of Mercy. She
served was director
of postulants and
novices in Roches-
ter. Mary Eymard also served as an
administrative assistant in the com-
munity’s offices and in the Omega
community. She planned liturgies for
sisters’ retreats at the Jesuit Retreat
House in Auriesville, N.Y. Also, she
was a calligrapher. Mary Eymard
brought her love of God, her profi-
ciency for Latin and English and her
enthusiasm for sports to her minis-
tries.

Sr. Mary
Eymard
Hyland

Sr. Marie Hughes
Buffalo
July 31,2011

Sister Marie, 80,
formerly Sister Mary
Presentatia, was a
Sister of Mercy for
more than 60 years.
In the Diocese of
Buffalo, she taught
and was principal at
elementary schools
and was on the
faculty of Mt. Mercy Academy,
Buffalo. She was treasurer of
Trocaire College, Buffalo. In later
years, she was involved in the Peace
and Justice movement in Western
New York and worked in parish

Sr. Marie
Hughes

We Remember

ministry, especially in liturgy. She
is also the sibling of two Sisters of
Mercy: Margaret Mary Hughes and
Ann Hughes. Sister Marie’s mother,
sibling Margaret Mary and their
younger sister, Rita, all worked at
Mercy Hospital, Buffalo. Remarked
a Mercy Associate, “The family is
steeped in Mercy.”

Mary Stachowski
Mercy Associate
Buffalo
Aug. 24,2011

Mary Stachowski, 80, celebrated her
silver jubilee as a Mercy Associate
in 2010. At the time, she reflected
on her years as an
associate, saying,
“Over the years,
working on the pre-
associate team gives
me the joy Mother
McAuley must have
felt — one of humil-
ity, satisfaction in
bringing love and
hope into the lives
we touch.” She

was the former director of student
assembly and activities at Trocaire
College, Buftalo. Mary was active
at St. Teresa Parish, where she was a
member of the choir, an Eucharistic
minister, an organizer for Catholic
Women’s Club and a fundraiser and
substitute teacher for the church
school, where she was fondly known
as “Miss Mary.” She sang in the
Mercy Choir. A published poet, she
was a member of International Soci-
ety of Distinguished Poets. Active in
the South Buffalo Democratic Club,
Mary had been a member of the
honor guard when Robert F. Ken-
nedy visited Buffalo.

Mary
Stachowski

James “}Jim”’ Carlin
Mercy Associate
Buffalo
Sept. 22,2011

Jim Carlin, 76, and his wife, Car-
ole, of Wellsville, N.Y., became
Mercy Associates in 2008. His life
was centered on helping others. In
fact, he died while
mowing a neighbor’s
lawn. Since 2000,
the Carlins were ac-
tive in the Wellsville
Mercy Associates’
ministry of providing
funeral brunches for
grieving families.
The associates had
provided a luncheon for the Carlin
family when Jim and Carole’s son
died several years ago, and they
decided to keep that ministry thriv-
ing. Jim was a member of Immacu-
late Conception Church, Wellsville,
where he was an Eucharistic minis-
ter and collection tabulator. He also
enjoyed working at Knights of Co-
lumbus fundraisers and activities.
He was a Deputy Grand Knight for
the Knights of Columbus Council #
919, member of the Olean Assem-
bly 4th Degree Knights of Colum-
bus. Jim and Carole were married
for nearly 56 years.

Jim Carlin




