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Sisters of Mercy, New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community

Mt. Mercy presdent leads ‘second family’

Mercy high schools start

2009-10 school year

Sister Mary Ellen Twist hasdeep
rootsin Mt. Mercy Academy.

She, her two sistersand her mother,
Rosemary, graduated from the South Buf-
falo school operated by the Sistersof
Mercy. Mary Ellentaught there, served on
itsboard of trusteesand asitsdirector of
missonintegration.

“TheMt. Mercy Academy community
hasawaysbeen asecond family tome,”
shesaid. “1 lovethe people here and be-
lievevery strongly in our mission of edu-
cating youngwomen.”

And now shehasthe chanceto continueto
advancethat mission asthe school’snew presi-
dent.

Sister Mary Ellen Twist, president of Mt. Mercy Academy,
Buffalo, greetsincoming freshmen, Julia Sellers, left, and

Bridget Jackson.

“I want to beacollaborator and unifier,
looking to peoplein groupsand ingtitutionswith

(SeeHIGH SCHOOL Son Page6)

Gatheringchallenged toliveso other scan haveafuture

Sister Ray MariaMcNamara, Ph.D.,
recalled thetimein North Carolinawhen she
enjoyed the heartwarming scene of afamily with
afir treetied tothetop of their car. Thelivetree
would bethe centerpiece of their Christmas
celebration.

Her fedlings changed when she noticed sap
oozing fromthetree; shesaw it asthetree's
lifeblood draining out.

“| started crying,” shetold about 200 sisters
and associatesat St. Bonaventure (N.Y.)
University during NyPPaW’s* Theology of a
Merciful Heart” gathering July 17-19.

“That’swhat education doestoyou,” she
sad.

And education wasamajor part of her talks
promoting sustainability, which shedefined as
“living today inaway that ensuresfuture
generationswill have enough resources.”

Ray Maria, aSister of Mercy fromthe
South Central Community, who isan associate
professor of theology at the University of
Portland, Ore., notedinatak July 18 that all
placeson this Earth have been touched by
pollution.

“Wearealargegroup of womenwho are
calledto beleadersinthisareaby how welive
inrelationto sustainability,” ssid Ray Maria,

(See GATHERING on Page 4)
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2
Wehad learned theway of theMercies

By Sister JoAnne Cour neen, NyPPaW L eader ship Team

When 1 wasanovi ce, our mistressof novices, Sister Mary AndreAhearn
celebrated her 25 jubilee. To us, 25 yearswasalifetime, longer really than
we had lived.

Whilewe prepared the celebration for her and her com-
panions, we discussed the possi bl e scenariosthat might play
outinour livesas Sisters of Mercy. We mused about the vari-
ousministriesinwhichwewould serve, and how wewould
stand up to thewear and tear of the demands of community
obligationsand our service.

Sr.JOAnne
Courneen

Our 25" jubilee cel ebration seemed along time of f, and
wewondered what would be next for those sisterswewere
preparing to honor. We even wondered what they would do when they retired.
Now, well after 25 years have passed for me, | marvel at wherethetime has
goneand redlizethat thefirst 25 yearswere only abeginning. Asyou can
imagine, Sister Mary Andredidn’t retire after that 25" jubilee cel ébration, and
wedidn't retire after ours. We had |earned the way of the Mercies.

Inthisissueof In Harmony, thereisan insert in which we read about other
ssterswho didn’t retire after 25 years, who are still going strong. Our
jubilariansarefeatured and with the brief sketch of their liveswe seethe many
and diversewaysthey have carried our missionto others. They havelived their
livesfor 25, 50, 60, 75, 80 years asour companions, friendsand inspiration.
Andwejointhemintheir jubilee celebrationsgiving thanksto God for their
presence among us and theinspiration they offer to so many.

We d so read about two of our sistersinthe Philippines, Sisters Josefina
de Guzman and TeresitaFernandez M agallon, who have professed their fina
vowssaying “yes’ to God'sinvitationto be Sistersof Mercy andto serve.
Perhaps, they, too, now stand looking at our jubilariansand wondering what
thefuturewill hold for them.

Thewillingness of Josefinaand Teresitato step out infaith and profess
their vowsfor lifetakes courage and also inspiresus. We aregrateful tothem
for joining usin Catherine' sjourney of love and service, and we offer our love
and support to them through the years ahead.

Bothjubilee cel ebrationsand profess on ceremonies stimul ate times of
reminiscencewhenwereliveour lives. Remembering thegood timesand
stressful times, picturing those served, and thejubilees celebrated isablessing.
Think back toyour early daysinthe Community when you observed jubilee
celebrationsand theyearsthey represented.

Think of theblessings. Now, begrateful youdidn’t retire after 25 years!



COMMENTARY: Our violin crescendos for

By Sister Gaye M oor head

Here'san easy prediction: this
season’'svirulent Town Hall Hedlth
Care Clamor ismere preludeto next
Season'svitriolicImmigration
Clamor.

According tothelatest Gallup
Poll results, 50 percent of all Ameri-
cansnow believethat immigration
should be decreased, and arecent
survey findsthat many Catholicsare
not only unmoved by bishops and
popes exhortationsto “\Welcomethe
Stranger” but area so annoyed by
thevery ideaof aU.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops* Justicefor Im-
migrantsCampaign” for Illegal
Aliens. (lllegal Aliensisacurious
pairing, isn'tit? Since Scooter
Libby’scriminal conviction, ever hear
anyonerefer tohimasDick
Cheney’s“lllegd Chief of Staff?” Or
to BernieMadoff asan“Illegal In-
vestmentAdvisor?’)

Sowhat doweMercy Sisters
and Associates do asthe clamor
builds? Illuminethelivesand stories
of theundocumented immigrantswe
know or know of — thosewho are
thewealth and breadth of our Critical
Concern. One encounter “with ade-
tained or harassed Mexican parent of
U.S. citizentoddlers, or with oneag-
ing Guatema an farmworker laboring
inour white-faceessfields, or with
oneexceptiond Irishteenin Boston
gnceinfancy “ shattersal formulaic
branding. Bear witnesstotheir plight.
Support those who bear witness.

Chicago MerciesPat Murphy
(80) and JoAnn Persch (75) recently
appeared inthe Chicago Tribune.
For threeyears, they’ veled weekly
prayer vigilsoutsdethe Broadview
Detention Center where, as Pat de-
cries, “Immigrants have been treated
inhumandy.” Remarkably, last year,

they andtheir inter-
fath collaborators
werekey tothe
unanimous passage
of theAccessto Re-
ligiousMinistry Act

“ thefirstlegidation
inthecountry which
alowsreligiouspersonsto meet with
and be present toimmigrantsin 1li-
nois detention centers. AsPat said,

“I believethemomentsinthat jail are
sacred momentswith people. We
givethemlife... andthey giveuslife
... I'sahuman exchange, but | be-
lievethat Godispresent inthat.”

Inresponseto the Tribune ar-
ticle, bloggerspredictably reflected
thenational divide on both theimmi-
grationissueand our church’srole. A
sampling:

B “Lawbregkersbelonginjail.
Put away your violing!”

B “Thank youfortakingthe
churchtowherethereisaneed...
reminding peopleof their human dig-
nity andvaue.”

B “TheCathdic[sc] Churchis
only looking at filling thephus[sic]
with peoplewith no skillsor educa
tion.”

B “Keep upthegood work,
sisters! Immigrantsand detaineesbe-
ing forced through that meet grinder
that isthe detainee processneed dll
thehelp that they can get.”

B [And adding a curious new
subset of “ illegals’ ;] “Thesenuns
haveput their focusonillega migrant
catholicswho should not be here
anyway.”

Fortunately, witnessestoinhu-
manetreatment matter, and human
exchangesmatter. Recently, Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) responded to exposeés of
shameful detention conditionsand
announced anationwide overhaull.

Sr. Gaye
Moorhead
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Immigration reform

Currently, |CE holdselderly women,
familieswith young childrenand asy-
lumseekersinjail-stylefacilities.
Sincethey faceonly civil immigration
proceedings, however, ICE will be-
ginto separate treatment for them
fromthosewithfelony convictions
facing mandatory detention/deporta
tion.

Wecitizensarea so ableto dif-
ferentiate between feloniousdrug-
and gun-toting humantraffickers,
cartels, gangsandterrorists... and
those hotel maids, strawberry pick-
ers, nannies, gardenersand U.S. citi-
zens spouses/children/parents/
grandparentswho have committed
themisdemeanor of unlawful pres-
enceinour country. InJUSTICE, we
canexcludeand removecriminas.

In FAIRNESS, we can chooseto
first grant apathto citizenshipto
thosewho have patiently and at great
persona cost complied with complex
and harshINSrules. Then, in
MERCY, even assomepenalties
may beleveled proportionately, we
can carve out second- or even last-
place pathsto citizenship for those
who havebeenin our country unlaw-
fully and peacefully.

With resounding crescendos,
those of uswho bear the name can
striveto channel Mercy for those
who will belast chosen, to helpen-
surethat they will at least belast
chosen.

Sster Gaye Moorhead is an attor-
ney currently serving as Mission
ServicesLiaison at . Joseph's
Hospital and Medical Center in
Phoenix. She was recently ap-
pointed to the U.S Conference of
Catholic Bishops Committee on
Migration.



Gathering (From Page 1)
whose 2006 di ssertation wastitled,

“Interdependence and the God Quest:

A Chrigtian Ecologicd Spiritudity.”

“We have only asmall window
left tomakeanimpact,” shesaid.
“We have to change how our
footprint appearsonthisplanet.”

Ray Maria'stalksincluded time
for sharinginsmall groups. The
gatheringincluded prayer,
conversation and even atalent show.

Participantsin theweekend also
suggested waysinwhichthey can
practice sustainability. Suggestions
induded:

B “Taketimetolook at our
possessionsand seethedifference
between wants and needs.”

B “Become more conscious of
what we consume, using our buying
power to promote the use of more
Earth-friendly products.”

B “LisentoGod, theEarth’s
cry, thecry of the poor, to each other
and to the needs of people’ sspiritual,
emoationa, physical and material
needs.”

Sister Maura Smith of Eriewho
wasrecently honored by Mercyhurst
College, Erie, for her many years
promoting environmental concerns,
was delighted that sistersand
associateswere hearing about
sudtainability.

“Theplanetisintrouble,” Maura
said. “Wehave peoplestarving all
over theworld and warsover
resources. We haveto understand
that we cannot keep on meeting our
personal wantswhile peopleare
dying.”

Ray Mariasaid theterm
“sustainability” started outinthe
1960sand’ 70sasan effort to find
waysthe poor could catch up with
richer nationsto improvetheir lives.
But if that happened, she noted, we
would need four planetsto sustain
that standard of life.

Mercy Associate M ar gar et Ober st of Rochester perfomsaliturgical danceduring an
opening prayer serviceJuly 18at . Bonaventure University.

Today, shesaid, wemust realize
that how welivehasa“ripple” effect
acrossthe planet.

Sheexplained that the biosphere
provideseverything for ustolive.
Without treesasnaturd air filtersour
air would be unbresthable. Water isa
non-renewableresourcethat we
cannot livewithout, yet we polluteit.
Soil providesuswithal weneedto
survive, but degrading it hasa
negativeimpact onthefood chain.

“We aretheonly speciesthat
givesnothing back. Weare at thetop
of thefood chain,” she noted.

Shechallenged her audienceto
learn how the natural world functions.
Shesaid both hurricanesand

Sister Ray MariaM cNamar aaddr esses
the“ Theology of aMerciful Heart”
gatheringon July 18.

earthquakes, though potentialy
dangerous, are necessary. She
explained hurricanesdistribute heat
around the globe, and earthquakes
arethe shifting of platesinsidethe
earth that have produced mountains,
such asthe Rockiesand Alleghenies.

Shedrew laughswhen shesaid
that for some people experiencing
nature meansgoing to the shopping
mall to seetheplants.

“Takenaturewhereitis, thegood
andthebad,” shesaid. “Listento
nature and be aware of how it works.
Allow natureto be our teacher.”

She said peopleneed to recognize
that plastic used for bottled water is
not biodegradable, and thefresh
water used in bottled water often
comesfrom poor countrieswhere
peopleare suffering from ashortage
of fresh water for themselves.

Sheurged sistersand associates
to ask their grocer wherefoodsbeing
sold comefrom, and who issuffering
forit.

“We asabody can choose not to
buy anything that hasanegative
effect on others. We Sisters of
Mercy and associates—men and
women—arenot shy,” shesaid.

(See GATHERING on next page)



Gathering (From Page4)

She suggested planting atree
whereit will grow best not only where
itwill look bestinabackyard.

Sheadvised against trying to
control nature, and said we need to
learn how tolivein balancewith
nature. “ Changeour lifestylesfor the

sake of the natural world and for those

who aresuffering,” shesaid.

Sigter VirgencitaAlegado, loca
leader for the Philippines, said Ray
Maria s message connected with her
as she has seen firsthand the effects
of strip mining and deforestationin her
country. “ Sheissaying what we need
to hear. We need to regain anatural
balance,” shesaid.

Sister Rosemary Petrieof Buffalo
said Ray Marid spresentation

reminded her of an experience she had

whenvisgiting the Philippinesseverd
yearsago whenaPhilippinesister did
apaper under an insect that wason a
tableand released it outsiderather
thanswat it.

“We must be respectful of al
thingsin God'screation,” shesaid.

Sister Mary EdwinaButler of
Elmira, N.Y., at 92, perhapsthe ol dest
participant in theweekend, said the
message conveyedisthat “al things
created by God areworthy of value
and respect.”

SeeYou Next Year!

Sister Mary Rose Bumpus,
Ph.D., will bethe speaker at the
next “ Theology of aMerciful
Heart” gathering July 16-18,
2010.

Her topicwill be*Biblical
Reflectionson Mercy.”

A member of the South
Centra Community, sheis
currently an associate professor
of spirituality inthe School of
Theology and Ministry, Sesttle
(Wash.) University.

_—

SistersGuadalupe L umanatas, front left, and VirgencitaAlegado, front right, perform
aPhilippinedanceduringthe” Theology of aMerciful Heart” gathering.

Sister Ann Driscoll of Pittsburgh listensas Sister
L ucy Walawender of Rochester expressesher view.

L e . T i |

pr—

Sister Jennifer Wilson of Erie
makesa point about sustaina-
bility.

SistersJoan Sherry of Buffalo and Dor othy
Miller of Pittsburgh lead thegatheringin
songduringaprayer service.

Sister CatherineKanick of Rochester
participatesin asmall group discus-
sion.

e




High Schools

(From Page 1)
whomwe can partner,” said
Mary Ellen, who started the
post July 1.

Already, shehashelped
steer acoursetoward for-
malizing areationship of
cooperation that hasexisted
for yearswith Bishop
Timon-&. JudeHigh
School, anall boys' school
nearby inthe Franciscan
tradition. The boards of
both school s have started
to collaborate on astrategic
plan.

“Wewant to develop
new programsand services,
explore new waystowork
together to prepare stu-
dentsfor thefutureandto
better servethe mission of
Catholic secondary educa-
tion,” Mary Ellensaid.

Shenoted thetwo
schoolsalready collaborate
on advanced placement
courses, joint marketing
andadmissions. Thenew
phasewill includeholy day
M assestogether, joint
fundraising and combined
socia events.

Inanother move, this
September thetwo schools
began apartnershipwith
Catholic Health Systemto
provideaHealth Science
career track for studentsin-
terested in hedlth careca
reersand the many profes-
sionswhich support the
hedlth system through shad-
owing, mentoring andin-
ternship opportunities.

Mary Ellenexplained
the partnershipwill fill a
nicheinWestern New York

Mt. Mercy Academy teacher Nicole Ganzenmuller, standinglft,
and Sister Mary Ellen Twist welcometwo freshmen students,

who ar e seated in a classroom.

where, by 2020, job va-
canciesin health-related ca-
reerswill approach 50 per-
cent.

Inthe partnership, stu-
dentsof thetwohigh
schoolswill collaborateon
their science and technol -
ogy curriculumand offer
college-credit coursesinthe
hedlth sciences. Catholic
Hedth Sysemwill offer
hands-on opportunities,
such asshadowing, MASH
campsand career days to
givestudentsabehind-the-
sceneslook at various
health care careers.

Inother plans, Mary
Ellen said student |eadersat
Mt. Mercy will lead days of
enrichment for students, of -
feringamix of ingpiration
and motivation “to bedll
they canbe.”

Also, the school ispro-
viding scholarshipsfor stu-
dentswhose parentshave
lost their jobsand/or have
recently beenvictimsof se-
verefloodinginthearea

“Wewant to reach out
to South Buffalo and other
areasto keep themvi-
brant,” shesaid.

LikeMt. Mercy, other
Mercy high schoolsin
NyPPaW also arelooking
forward to the new school
year. Hereisalook at
someof them:

Mercyhurst Prep, Erie

Sister MaryAnn Bader,
Mercyhurst Prep president,
said enrollment hasheld
steady at 600 students.

“Thereisavery posi-
tiveenergy among the stu-
dents. Theseniorshave
been very activein planning
welcoming activitiesfor the
freshmenand their parents,”
shesaid.

Shenoted that MPS
hasadded alanguage class
inChinesg, isingalinga
new floor for dance classes,
hasnew energy-efficient
windowsand drapesinthe
Information Center (li-

brary).
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Also, theMiddle States
Associatesof Collegesand
Universtieswill vigtthe
school in March. Sheex-
plained that the school will
developawedlnessinitiative
asoneof itsMiddle States
goalsfor thenext seven
years. Also, itwill focuson
math performanceasa
Middle States objective.

Mary Annsaidan MPS
aumnushasreturnedtothe
areaand will work with stu-
dentsto plant an edible gar-
denwiththe produce
growntobeusedinthe
school cafeteriain 2010.

“ Studentsworking on
thegardenwill takeaclass
inwhichthey will complete
interdisciplinary studiesin
sustainability and environ-
mental ethics, agricultura
economics, datacollection
andimpact analysis,” she
sad.

Also, shesaid, MPS
has submitted agrant for
$185,000to Harvesting
Energy Savingsfor
Pennsylvania'sCommuni-
tiesto providenew lighting
fortheentirebuilding. The
fundsaremadeavailable
withfedera stimulusmon-
ies

“If awarded, thisgrant
money will assst usinour
five-year planto make our
school asenergy-€fficient
aspossible,” shesaid.

NotreDameHigh
School, EImira
Studentsat Notre
Damewill beabletotake

(SeeHIGH SCHOOLS
on Page7)



High Schools
(From Page 6)

andectiveinMandarin
Chinese, said Sister Mary
Walter Hickey, president.

Shesaidfinancial asss-
tanceto studentshasin-
creased thisyear thanksto
a$100,000 grant from
Corning Enterprise. Also,
the board of trusteesisup-
datingitsoveral Strategic
plan and hasworked with
the Diocese of Rochester to
updateitstheology curricu-
lum.

Technology isdsoa
priority, Mary Walter said.

“Oneof our new goals
will betheimplementation
of theupdated technology
planand therenewed effort
to assist our teacherstoin-
tegratetechnology intheir
classes,” shesaid.

Mary Walter aso ex-
plained that NotreDameis
working with the Sartori
Group to updateitsmar-
keting plan.

“Thisgroupwill helpus
developaclear value
proposition that definesthe
benefitsof an education at
Notre DameHigh School
and how the school con-
tributesto every student’s
success. After definingthe
target audience, they will
assist the school to develop
key messages specificto
each audience segment,”
shesad.

Added Mary Walter:
“Persondly | amexcited
about anew school year in
whichwe can introduce our
faculty, studentsand par-

entstothevaueof aMercy
education. Itismy hope
that everyonewill cometo
know and love Catherine
McAuley and helpto carry
on her work intoday’s
world.”

Our Lady of Mercy High
School, Rochester
According to Suzanne

Johnston, president, apor-

tion of thethird floor of the

main school buildingwas
renovated to accommodate
four, new state-of-the-art
sciencelabsand open up
theorigind skylights.

“Thisnew scienceenvi-
ronment isideal for
Mercy’scollege-prepara
tory program and will cer-
tainly help our studentsto
be successful both hereat
Mercy and beyond,” she
sad.

Suzannesaid Mercy
studentsrank very highin
the Regents Exam program.

“Thisyear wesdtriveto
continueto be successful
and ultimately increaseour
mastery, whichisascore of
85 percent or better, on
thesestatelevel exams,”
shesaid.

Suzanne said the school
iscontinuingitsrelaionship
with the Rochester Indtitute
of Technology, known na-
tionally for thestrength of
itsmath, scienceand tech-

nology programs.
“Additiondly, weare

growing our Passport to
Understanding program,
which setsup volunteer op-
portunitieswithinthecom-
munity for our students, ”
shesaid.

.
Sisters vidt to Jamaica
reveals precious gem

Sister Trish Tyler, center, enjoysa visit with boysfrom the
AlphaBoys School, aministry in Jamaica of the Sister sof

Mercy, South Central Community.

By Sister Margaret Park

SstersMargaret Park and Trish Tyler (Erie)
spend nearly a month visiting the Ssters of Mercy,
people and ministriesin Jamaica.

Jamaica: God'sbeautiful Caribbeanjewel! “If | take
thewingsof themorning and dwell in the uttermost
partsof the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and
your right hand shal hold me.” (Psalm139)

Early inthemorning of June 9", Sister Trish Tyler
and | flew from Erieto Kingston, Jamaica, arriving after
dark inthishugecity onanidandinthesea. Wasit sig-
nificant that | had just |ooked down on arainbow? So
began an experience of God's Providence designed by
the Master Teacher.

The Sistersof Mercy who welcomed usinto their
daily livescontinueto enrichusinmemory: Agatha's
steady wit and twinkling eyes; Angela squiet service,
Carmen’skind manner; Clotilde' sjoy of heart; Colette
Marie'sloving sensitivity; Marie' sindghtful, tirdess
heart; Marjorie’ sstories, Mimi’ senergy for the health of
her boys; Shirley’s passionate spirit; Susan’scourage
and leadership.

Trishand | shared the good company of Claver
Home'sretired sstersfor an evening and experienced
theclosenessof Mercy asit encirclestheglobe. Daily
breakfast brought the humor of Winnieand Pauline, two

(See JAMAICA on Page 8)
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youngwomenfrom
Kenya, whore-
newed our hopefor
thefutureof theSis-
tersof Mercy.

Welikedthe
boys, weknow they
liked us. They espe-
cidlylikedTrish's
camera Thelr
thank-you card ex-
pressed gratitudefor
stayingwiththem.
Stay wedid, en-
closedwiththem by
sturdy, locked gates.
Thepoliceddivered
many of theseboys
totheschool, findingthemonthe
streetsor inthe courts of Kingston.
Learningtheskillsof readinganda
tradeare essentia totheir hopefor a
better future. Trishand | spent most
of our workdays cata oguing donated
booksto be placed on donated
shelvesthat the boysand their teach-
ersmight enjoy alibrary. Tothisend,
we honed our skillsenoughto cate-
logue 392 books beforeweleft Alpha
Boys School!

WhileTrishtraveled to Ocho Rios
with thefamousAlphaband, | helped
inthesoup kitchen, &. Joseph’'sDaily
Bread. Shaking gnarled handsand
touring theghettoeswereprivileges
for me. Oneof themost beautiful
smiles| have ever seen adorned the
face of awoman who welcomed me
into her home—afew small rooms
kept neatly for herself and her grand-
children. Thishomeand three other
attached dwellingsformed asmall en-
clavewiththefour familiessharing
one bathroom. The ghettoes of
Kingston house gangs, and gang war-
faresurfacesfrequently and violently.

Sister Margaret Park, right, sortsclotheswith Sister
MarjorieWoods, aSister of Mercy who coordindatesS.
Joseph Daily Bread, asoup kitchen in Jamaica. L ater, they
digtributed thedonated clothingto peoplein theghetto.

Trish spent somedeeplessearly-
morning hourslistening to gunshots
through her open window which
faced the streets.

Theboysof Alphasometimes
played |ate afternoon ballgames. Trish
and | had not the advantage of being
adapted to thisbeautiful idand aswe
dealt with the humid heat. Too, weof-
ten experienced difficulty understand-
ing the English accent of the people,
whichtheboyscombined with their
dialects. Different foodsand theun-
certainavailability of water chalenged
us. In many respects, we experienced
ourselvesasforeigners. Our comfort
lay with the hospitdity of others.

What can belearned by sucha
venture? That God'sloving provi-
dence continuesto befound no mat-
ter how far oneroams; that God's
gifts, such aswater and homewithits
own wesather systemsbecomemore
precious, that serviceto othersreturns
doubly tothegivers, that hospitality to
foreignersisoneof thegreatest acts
of kindness; that joy continuesto be
contagious. For theserefreshed learn-
ings, thanks beto God!

38

Rochester center
bringshopeto
wor king poor

It wasn’t too long ago that
Beverly, homeessand sufferingfrom
the scars of domestic abuse, walked
into the open arms of the Mercy Out-
reach Center, Rochester.

The center offered her support
and helped her torebuild her life.

Today, Beverly isworking full-
timefor theU.S. Postal Service, living
inher own apartment, going to college
and volunteering at the center.

“Weweretherefor her,” said Jodi
Camilleri, completing her first year in
September asthe center’sexecutive
director. Beverly’sstory isonly one of
many that excite Jodi about theminis-
try offered at the center, locatedinan
impoverished areaof south Roches-
ter.

“I loveit here. Theministry and
mission of the center iswhat brought
me here and keepsme here,” said
Jodi, an energetic divorced mother of
two high school-age daughters.

Thecenter, part of whichisa
former corner grocery store, uses
community resourcesand collabo-
rateswith professiona volunteersby
providing support staff and treatment
facilitiesto meet the health care needs
of the uninsured and underserved.
Accordingto Jodi, itsvisonisto
makethe highest qudity health, emo-
tiona and spiritud careavailableto
the center’sclients.

The center actualy started 32
yearsago asaministry of Corpus
Christi Parish, Rochester. TheSisters
of Mercy took responsibility of the
ministry in 2000.

(See CENTER on Page 9)
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“It'sso amazing hereon so
many levels” Jodi said. “Thisisa
safety net for the safety net taking
care of peoplewho havefallen
throughthecracks.”

Giving atour of the center, Jodi
proudly pointed out the many rooms
inwhich doctors, dentistsand other
professiond staff volunteer. Some
roomshavethe medical equipment
needed to providebasic care. There
area so roomsfor massage, chiro-
practic care and for nursesto com-
piledoctors notesand other re-
quired paperwork.

A multi-purposeroomisused
for mesetingsof the center’sstaff and
board. On Wednesday nights, an
AlcohalicsAnonymousgroup meets
there; Saturday nightsarereserved
for the NarcoticsAnonymous
group.

The center rentsspaceupstairs
totheUniversity of Rochester’s
Babylove program wheresocial
workerswork with teenage moth-
es.

Spaceasoisrented —thefirst
four months offered free of charge—
tothefledgling Project Homeless
Connect program which plansto of -
fer an event at least two daysayear
at Rochester’sBlue CrossArenato
providemedical and support ser-
vicesto thehomeless. Jodi saw the
partnership asonethat will help
both the program and the center.

“Maybe someof thedoctors
and otherswho will bevolunteering
for theeventswill beinterestedin
volunteering at the center. It sawin-
win,” shesaid.

Itisvolunteers—donating 7,000
hoursyearly “who pump lifeblood”
into the center, whichannualy
workswith about 5,500 clientsand
providesreferralsor other services
for nearly 4,300 individuals.

JoeMaxie, are-
tired counselor who
had aprivate practice
and taught at the Uni-
versity of Rochedter,
isoneof them. He
saidhewasim-
pressed by theminis-
try performed at the
center ashiswifevol-
unteered there.

“Thisseemedto
betheright thingto
dorather thangointo
private practice,” said
Joe, who hasbeen
providing counsdling servicesat the
center for the past tenyears. “It
makesmefed useful inprovidinga
servicethat isneeded now morethan
ever for theunderinsured and working
poor,” hesaid.

Jodi said Dr. John Ventura, achi-
ropractor at the center for 25 years,
bringswith him sudentsfromthe
New York Chiropractic College, Sen-
ecaFalls, N.Y., towork withclients.

AndthenthereisDr. Robert
Klein, aretiredinternist who hasvol-
unteered at the center for the past de-
cade.

“Helping othersmakesmefed
good about myself,” hesaid ashe put
on hissport coat, reached for histra-
ditional black doctor’sbag and pre-
paredto leavefor theday.

Winking asheleft, he added,
“Andit keepsme out of trouble.”

Back in her officewherethetour
began, Jodi explained that her back-
groundisin*“operations,” but her
other dutiesinclude program manage-
ment and oversight, regulatory com-
pliance, quality assurance, marketing,
finance and human resource manage-
ment. And add to thelist develop-
ment, publicrelationsand information
technology. Shea sotrainsemployees
and volunteers and hasbeen devel op-

Jodi Camilleri, right, executivedirector of theMercy Out-
reach Center, Rochester, reviewsmaterialswith Joe M axie,
aretired counselor who volunteer sat thecenter.

ing processesand proceduresthat will
hel p sustain the center’ soperationsin
thefuture.

Shesaid that she sometimes puts
in 70 hoursaweek, sandwiched into
attending her daughters’ soccer games
and other events, and thethree of
themrooting for the Pittsburgh
Stedlersof theNational Football
League. Plus, sherowstokeepin
shape.

“| fedl badly becausel wishit
could bemore; thereisso muchto
do,” shesaid.

Jodi said reorganizing the center
tomakeit moreefficient and effective
washer first priority.

“| saw that our resources needed
to beused better,” shesaid. “I as-
sessed the needs and worked to de-
termine how we could be better stew-
ardsof our money.”

A down economy meansfewer
donationsand grants. So, the staff of
eight part-timeworkersbecame
three, with the money saved going to
the center’ sprograms.

MinervaOirtiz, assistant director,
answered aphoneinthe center’sre-
ception areaas Jodi wrapped up a
tour. Completing thecall, shesaid,
“Thereorganization hasput theright
team together.”
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Book Review: Walkingwith apilgrim on hisjourney

By Sister PatriciaMcCann

Archbishop Rembert Weakland's
memoirsenriched my summer read-
ing. Theformer church history teacher
inmerelished detailed stories of poli-
tickingand intriguein high places
withinthechurch. Moreimportantly,
though, | was deeply touched by the
story of thismanwho served his
Benedi ctine community and thewider
church for six decades, much of that
timeinleadership.“A RilgriminaPil-
grim Church” isabook that al, who
lovethe church and do not need to
blind themselvesto itsweaknesses
andfaultsin order to sustainfaith, will
want to read.

Asl read, | remembered avery
young Father Rembert teaching my
sistersand meto play “ Twinkle,
TwinkleLittle Star” onthepiano
when, ashigh school kids, we hel ped
onesummer to catalog music at St.
Vincent College music department.
That samesimplicity and human
warmth shinesthrough thememoirs.
Margaret O’ Brien Steinfels, editor of
Commonwesl, saysit sowell in her
forwardtothebook: “But ‘Pilgrimin
aPilgrim Church’ ismorethanahis-
tory of ecclesagtical lifeinthelate
20th century. Itisalso aremarkable
memoir. The person of Rembert
Wesakland comesthrough: intellectu-
aly serious, musicaly accomplished,
religioudy astuteand pastorally ener-
getic. Heisaman of deep Catholic
conviction unafraidtofollow and ex-
presshiswell-tutored intuitionson
what thefaith requires, not only of
him, but a so of hisepiscopal peersin
Romeand the United States.”

Inthefirst chapter, Archbishop
Weakland tells of thevery public
scandd of hisrelationship with Paul
Marcoux. What isprofoundly moving
isthe honesty withwhich herelates

hispersona growth
insexua self-
awareness, his
coming to maturity
lateinthat regard
and hisacceptance

of hishomosexua
orientati on. He Sr. Patricia
harborsneither an- McCann

ger nor blame; he
reaffirmshiscommitment to celibacy
with anew depth of understanding. In
liberating words, Archbishop
Weakland writes: “ Throughout my
adult lifethequestion of my sexua
orientation had been aquestion that |
did not want to face. Thisfact must
alsobeapart of my tale. Sincemy
teenyearshiding it had becomea
way of life. | feared even admitting it
tomyself. But eventually | did and
now | had to accept that thisfact was
publicinformation. Through prayer
andreflection | had arrived at certain
convictions. For example, | did not let
thisawareness reduce my sense of
worth asaperson. | had rejected as
unhel pful, even harmful, the statement
of the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faithin 1986 that thisorienta-
tion made me* objectively disor-
dered.” Sincethisorientaionwasnot
voluntarily acquired, such language
wasinggnificant to me. Either God
created methat way or permitted
forcesbeyond my control to make
methat way, so | felt no dimunition of
God'slove. | did not seemyself asa
person defined by my sexuality.”
Having become Abbot Primate of
the Benedictinesworld-widein 1967
and theArchbishop of Milwaukeein
1978, Rembert Weakland ministered
in church leadership during threecriti-
cally important decades. Hewatched
agrowing ecclesologica divide
harden, making theimplementation of

Vatican Council 11 moreand more
difficult. Theconflict documentedin
the memoirsbetween an ecclesiology
rooted in ultramontanist centraization
and that of amorecollegia Vatican ||
“pilgrim church” continuesto affect
thechurchanditsinteractioninthe
public sector even today.

In one example of the struggles
following Vatican |1, Archbishop
Weakland tells of the 1971 World
Synod of Bishopsinwhich he partici-
pated. Ordaining married mento
priesthood was on the agenda, but
subverted by power maneuvers of
several Roman Curiaofficialswhodid
not want it to be discussed. “If |
learned anything from theway this
topic wastreated,” hewrites, “it was
that issueswhich are not confronted
clearly, openly, and thoroughly do not
goaway.” Thisawarenessrecurs
during hisepiscopacy in Milwaukee
asheattemptsto deal with Vatican
Council Il implementation aroundis-
suesof lay leadership, women'sroles
and concerns, and outreach to former
priests. | couldn’t hel p but think about
themessagethislearning carriesfor
thechurchintheUnited Statesin
2009, aswell asfor religiousorders
grappling with reconfiguration pro-
CESSeS.

The concluding chapter of “Pilgrim
inaPilgrim Church” overflowswith
Archbishop Weakland' s personal
warmth, an even more powerful pres-
encethan hisvery powerful intellect.
Now amaninhismid-80s, hisfaith
and hisdeep lovefor the church,
wartsand all, continueto shine
through every page. He hastold the
story. Itisapilgrimage, bothfor him
and for thereader.

Sster Patricia McCann is archivist
in Pittsburgh and writes on social
justice issues.
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BUFFALO

Mercy Walk blessing

Trocaire College, Buffalo, closed theyearlong
Inthetop photo, the Sister sof celebration of its50 yearson Aug. 29with aMass
Mercyin Buffaloarejoined by s celebrated by Bishop Edward U. Kmiec of Buffalo,
othersduringablessing followed by areception. Pictured participatingin the
ceremony of theMercy Walk at event, from left, are: Sister Nancy Hoff, NyPPaw
Mercy Center, Buffalo, on Aug. president; Bishop Kmiec; Sister Sally Maloney,
20.Inthephotoat right, Nancy director of mission and serviceand also chair of the
Rugnettaispictured blessing 50" anniver sary celebration; and Paul B. Hurley, Ph.D.,
thememorial brick for her Trocairepresident.

cousin, PattieAnn Hirsch
Weakland. Familiesand
friendsof thosewhose names
havebeen inscribed on bricks Ee - MLE @ ERIE

and paver sduringthepast year — : :
wereinvited toattend. More Health carereform discussion
than 100 guestsparticipated in theblessing ceremony. After abrief
prayer, each group of family and friendsblessed the stones of their loved
ones. Guestsjoined thesistersfor refreshmentsand enjoyed thebeauty
of theMercy Walk following the blessing.

ERIE
Fun at the zoo

——

s _/-_5.% .
ws

With apolar bear sunning himself in thebackground,
BiancaVillages, left, and KylseM oralesenjoy afield trip
totheErieZooon July 2 sponsored by theHouseof Mercy,
Erie. Thetwogirlsaremember sof theHouseof Mercy
Kids Club.

U.S. Representative K athy Dahlkemper held atown hall
meeting at the Sister sof M ercy motherhouse Sept. 1to
discusshealth carereform. Sisters, associates,
residentsof thenearby Mercy TerraceApartmentsand
othersattended. Lookingon isSister Mary Mark
McCarthy.
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ERIE
Sisters
enjoy
toe

tappin’
concert

Sacey Fraterrigoand her children, rangingin agefrom 5to 12,
performaconcert for the Sistersof Mercy at themother house
inErieJuly 29. TheFraterrigo Family Band from Attica, N.Y.,
stayed over night at themother houseduringasummer concert
tour through New York and Pennsylvania. Theshow featured
bluegrass, folk and traditional American music.

PITTSBURGH
New PMHS board member

Sister LindaM cCutcheon wasrecently appointedtoa
three-year term onthe Pittsburgh Mercy Health System
Board of Trustees.

Linda, currently coordinator of
administrative servicesfor the Sistersof
Mercy in Pittsburgh, hasabackgroundin
education and social services. She
worked asamaster trainer for Echostar
Communicationswhere she devel oped
training programs, mentored employees
and supported studentsin the devel op-
ment of job skills.

Earlier in her career, shewasadirector at the Urban
Leagueof Pittsburgh. Lindaalso serveson the board of
the Pittsburgh American Indian Center. Shelivesin
Oakland.

Sr.Linda
M cCutcheon

Cooper nominated for service

Readersof the New Pittsburgh Courier nominated
Michele Rone Cooper, executivedirector of Pittsburgh
Mercy Hedlth Sysem’'sMcAuley
Ministries, asa2009 Women of Ex-
cdlenceinthe® Community” category.

Chosenfor her strengths, influence
and contributionsto the African-
American community, Michelewas
honored at aluncheon on Sept. 3.

Sister Susan Welsh, president and
CEO of Pittsburgh Mercy Health Sys-
tem, sad: “Micheesministry inthe
Pittsburgh community isquiet, persistent and faith-based.
AsPMHSand Catholic Health East, we are honored to
shareinthisrecognition of her.”

Michde
RoneCooper

WeRemember

Ithaca, N.Y., she

Spent many yearsin
pastora work inthe

Sister Judith Ann Kenrick
(ROCHESTER)
August 21,2009

Southern Tier par-
Sister JudithAnn, 72, ministered  1shesincluding Our
asateacher, dementary school prin-  Lady of Lourdes,

cipal and pastoral associateinthe
Dioceseof Rochester, N.Y. Bornin

remembered for her al-embracing
spirit and centerednessin God,
strengthening thosewithwhom she
lived and worked. All who knew her
were better for her friendship.

ElmiraandSt.Louis, g j,dithAnn
Pittsford. Shewill be

Kenrick



