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— Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy

n her day, Catherine

McAuley brought her

heart to misery and in

the self-gift released a

call still heard. By

courageous, contagious

concern for the spiritual

and temporal welfare 

of the poor, the sick and

the ignorant, she broke

through the impossibilities

of her time. She animated

many to walk with her.

She animated others at

centers of wealth,

power, and influence 

to share in her heroic 

efforts. She connected

the rich to the poor, the

healthy to the sick, the

educated and skilled to

the uninstructed, the 

influential to those of 

no consequence, the

powerful to the weak 

to do the work of God 

on earth.

The Power of One

Happy Mercy Day! Yes, September 24th, Mercy Day, is indeed a special feast day for the
Sisters of Mercy. In addition to being the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, it is also the day
when through the power of one compassionate
woman of vision, Catherine McAuley, the Mercy
story had its beginnings. 

Catherine’s life is a most fascinating one. She was
born in Dublin, Ireland, in September, 1778 to a
prosperous Catholic family. Though her father died
when Catherine was just five years old, his compas-
sion for the poor was a lifelong example for his
eldest daughter. 

Fifteen years after her father's death, Catherine was
orphaned in 1798 and chose to live in the home of
relatives, some of whom were non-Catholic and
had little tolerance for her pious practices. In 1803
Catherine was invited to live in the home of
William and Catherine Callaghan as a companion
to Mrs. Callaghan. The Callaghans were childless
and upon Mr. Callaghan's death in 1822,
Catherine inherited their entire fortune. 

continued on page 3…
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— M. Joanna Regan, RSM

amidst this little tripping about: 
our hearts can always be in the same place, 

“We have one solid comfort
centered in God.”

MMercHappy

Mercy

Day!

This painting, commissioned by 
Abraham Lincoln, to honor sisters who
nursed in the Civil War, represent Sisters

of Mercy who have ministered to the 
military in conflicts around the world.
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Dear Friends,

Hard to believe the summer is
over and we are into the beautiful
Autumn season. If we live in the
present moment and not see this
season leading into winter but
rather a wonderful opportunity 
to see the beauty of the present
season, we cannot but wonder at

the marvels which transpire daily before our eyes.

I think it is hard to live in the present moment. It seems 
we are either pondering the past or wondering about the
future. The reality is- all we have is THIS moment. As we
gaze at the wonders around us, I cannot help but be
grateful for all the good things the Lord offers each and
every day.  

As a Sister of Mercy for the past 49 years, I have had many
opportunities to celebrate what it means to be a Sister of
Mercy. Speaking of the present, September is an important
month for us because our biggest feast day is September
24th, the feast of Our Lady of Mercy. For us it is called
MERCY DAY! We celebrate both the special feast of Our
Lady and also the day that the Sisters of Mercy first began!
We certainly have come a long way in these past 178 years!

We have been so blessed with being able to serve so many
people who were and are in need of our services. As we
strive to live in the present and celebrate who we are as
Sisters of Mercy, it is impossible to do this without bring-
ing to mind our current friends and supporters - YOU!

I want you to know that you will have a very special remem-
brance in the prayers of the Sisters of Mercy on their special
day, September 24th, the feast of Our Lady of Mercy!

Sister Peggy Gorman, RSM, 
Chief Development Officer

Dear Friends of Mercy,

This issue of Mercy Moments high-
lights one of the most significant
celebrations for the Sisters of Mercy
– September 24, the feast of Our
Lady of Mercy. It was on that date in
1827 that our foundress, Catherine
McAuley opened the House of
Mercy in Dublin, Ireland. Catherine

saw the tremendous need for a place that would be able to
provide safe shelter and educational opportunities for young
women who had come to Dublin in order to find work.  

In the years since 1827, Sisters of Mercy everywhere have been
following in Catherine’s footsteps by responding to the needs
of those we serve whether in healthcare, education, social
work, retreat and prayer ministry, parish work or in countless
other ways. Some form of ministry is integral to the life of every
Sister of Mercy. The form of that ministry may change as we
age to part time, volunteer work or prayer ministry but sisters
stay true to their commitment to our fourth vow: the service to
the poor, sick and uneducated.

In this issue, you will see examples of this commitment – sisters
who are well-aged but who are still very much involved in min-
istry. Many of you have read in the paper about the Vatican
Apostolic Visitation that is being conducted among apostolic
religious communities in the United States. What I would say to
those conducting this process is: Come and see! Take a look at
the countless women religious who are giving of themselves in
service of those in need. Talk to those sisters who have been
faithful witnesses for so many years, who have worked tirelessly
for the greater good of Church and society and who are con-
tinuing to minister well into their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. Come,
see and be impressed and proud of these sisters. The Sisters of
Mercy certainly are and when you read about these sisters, you
will be impressed and proud as well.

Of course, we want you to know that the Sisters of Mercy are
so very grateful for the countless ways in which your generos-
ity allows our sisters to continue to minister to those in need.
On the feast of Our Lady of Mercy, we will remember our
friends and benefactors in a special way, praying in gratitude for
you. Happy Mercy Day!

Sister Nancy Hoff, RSM, 
President
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continued from page 1

The Mercy Brigade, Sisters of Mercy who ministered to soldiers
in the Spanish American War.

Early painting of our foundress, Catherine McAuley, 
from the book, “Life of Catherine McAuley” 

by Mother Teresa Austin Carroll, RSM.

In these difficult economic times, the ministries of the Sisters of Mercy have
been inundated with people in need from the young to the elderly, and now the
average family. The rising costs of food, utilities, gasoline and transportation
have caused great hardships for not only the poor, but the working family 
trying to make ends meet.

Your donation to this ministry fund will assist a family by providing a hot
meal, supply clothes and shoes for growing children and adults, help to 
defray the rising costs of utilities, provide vouchers for gasoline, and 
emergency funds for those who have nowhere else to turn.

You can help by sending your 
donation today in the envelope
provided. Please take a moment
to share your blessings with
those who have few.

MINISTRY FUND
BRANCHES OUT

Thank you…
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In 1824, Catherine used her inheritance to lease property
on Baggot Street, a fashionable neighborhood in Dublin,
for the purpose of building a large house for religious, edu-
cational and social services for women and children. Other
women, intrigued by the house and the work for which it
was intended, were attracted to Catherine and began to
join her preparations for the ministry she planned. 

On September 24, 1827, the Feast of our Lady of Mercy,
the first residents came to live in the house they called the
House of Mercy in honor of the day. As the Bishop heard of
the wonderful work of Catherine and her companions, he
recommended that they form a religious Institute. Though
this was not her original intention, Catherine accepted the
advice and began the founding of a new religious congre-
gation of women dedicated to service to the poor. 

Catherine and two of her associates entered the Convent
of the Presentation Sisters in Dublin on Sept. 8, 1830, to
begin formal preparation for founding the Sisters of Mercy.
Fifteen months later, after pronouncing their vows, the trio
returned to Baggot Street on Dec. 12, 1831. 

Catherine lived only ten years as a Sister of Mercy but
gratefully her spirit lives on in her sisters. On this Mercy
Day, each member of the New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific
West Community is commissioned to continue Catherine’s
work in active or prayer ministry. One does not have to
travel to Baggot Street to experience Catherine’s legacy.
Her passion for those in need is alive wherever a Sister of
Mercy ministers, especially in her sisters who minister well
beyond the age of retirement. 
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THERE IS A WELL KNOWN SAYING AT OUR MOTHERHOUSES—“SISTERS NEVER RETIRE—THEY RECYCLE!”

INDEED THEY DO! IF THEY ARE HEALTHY, THEY WANT TO KEEP SERVING OTHERS. THEY CONTINUE TO

MOVE ON TO ANOTHER MINISTRY WHETHER IT IS ASSISTING WITH THE MANY DUTIES NECESSARY

WITHIN THE MOTHERHOUSE, TEACHING LITERACY, WORKING IN A HOSPITAL, TUTORING, FEEDING THE

HUNGRY AT A SOUP KITCHEN, OR VISITING THE ELDERLY.
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The spirit of Catherine

McAuley’s passion for

service to the poor 

continues today, not

only with the sisters

who are able to earn 

a salary and work full

time, but just as much

with our sisters who are

retired from full-time

ministry. These retired

sisters range in age from

75 to 92 years of age.

As long as there are 

people who need them,

they are willing to 

continue to serve. We 

would like to introduce

you to some of these

wonderful religious

women! Some of whom

you may even know—
Sister Marie Bernarde Procknal, RSM
has been Career Counselor at Trocaire
College in Buffalo for the last 14 years. 

Catherine’s Legacy
Lives on Today!

Above: Sister  Socorro Largo, RSM,
(77) displays one of the many trees
she’s ready to plant at KT’s Kabubatan
and Indigenous People Apostolate, 
an ecology program designed to revive
the land destroyed by logging in 
the Philippines.  

Sister Ann Prisco, RSM serves as the
Coordinator of our Prayer Shawl
ministry in Erie.

Sr. M. Fidelis McDonough, RSM
(81) (R) with one of her clients at the
Neighborhood Ministry in
Pittsburgh, where sister serves as
Coordinator. Sister is also the
Director of the Sisters' Choir.
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Sister Mary Edith Hirsch, RSM (93), sorts and 
distributes mail in Erie.

Sr. Mary Paul Hickey, RSM ministers at the Campus
School in Alumni Relations in Pittsburgh where she
publishes newsletters for Carlow University. Sister
also volunteers her time teaching literacy to adults 
at the Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council.

Sr. Bernadette Geiser, RSM delights in visiting the
residents at Westwood Village Nursing Home in
Buffalo. Shown here is Sr. Bernadette RSM (L) and
resident Mrs. Barbara J. O'Brien. Sister also works
as Secretary for the Sisters of Social Service.

Sister Mary Brigid Quinn, RSM (82) pouring 
coffee for a guest at Mercy Prayer Center 
in Rochester.

Sr. Maria Corazon Dongallo, RSM enjoys her work
at the wonderful age of 79 serving as the Archivist
at the Mercy Regional House in the Philippines.

Srs. Kathleen (Kate) Flaherty, RSM (82) and
Lisette O’Brien, RSM (79) are candle makers 
at the “Candle with Care Studio” in Rochester. 
The sisters make colorful and festive candles for
every occasion.
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